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USDA Stands Up New Team to Better 
Serve Beginning Farmers and Ranchers 
Are you new to farming or ranching? USDA can help you get 
started or grow your farming operation through a variety of 
programs and services. From farm loans to crop insurance to 
conservation programs to disaster assistance, USDA is here to 
support you and your operation. 

USDA recently selected a national coordinator and state-level 
coordinators, who will focus on better serving beginning farmers 
and ranchers. 

Each state coordinator will receive training and develop tailored 
beginning farmer outreach plans for their state. Coordinators will 
help field employees better reach and serve beginning farmers and 
ranchers and will also be available to assist beginning farmers who 
need help navigating the variety of resources USDA has to offer. 

Visit farmers.gov to find Arkansas coordinator to help you get 
started today. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/2ba113c
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
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USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing and Sharing 
Documents Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources 
Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box 
or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or 
agricultural operations. Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS 
programs. 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. 
Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box 
account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and 
shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer 
with access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity. 

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software 
downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature 
through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification 
code sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, 
documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email 
address. Signed documents immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center staff. 

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in 
signing and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using 
eAuthentication for digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for 
producers to use when conducting business with FSA or NRCS. 

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan 
through a few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let 
Service Center staff know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new 
features. In most cases, one quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process. 

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and 
additional resources for conducting business with USDA online. 

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus 
pandemic, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Quality Loss Assistance Now Available for Eligible Producers 
Affected by 2018, 2019 Natural Disasters  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that 
signup for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program will begin Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021. Funded 
by the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020, this new program provides assistance to 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar


producers who suffered eligible crop quality losses due to natural disasters occurring in 2018 and 
2019. The deadline to apply for QLA is Friday, March 5, 2021. 

Eligible Crops 
Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops, 
such as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, ornamental nursery, 
Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod. 

Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to livestock or that are in storage may be eligible; however, 
crops that were destroyed before harvest are not eligible. Crop quality losses occurring after 
harvest, due to deterioration in storage, or that could have been mitigated, are also not eligible. 

Assistance is based on a producer’s harvested affected production of an eligible crop, which must 
have had at least a 5% quality loss reflected through a quality discount; or for forage crops, a 
nutrient loss, such as total digestible nutrients. 

Qualifying Disaster Events 
Losses must have been a result of a qualifying disaster event (hurricane, excessive moisture, flood, 
qualifying drought, tornado, typhoon, volcanic activity, snowstorm, or wildfire) or related condition 
that occurred in calendar years 2018 and/or 2019. 

Assistance is available for eligible producers in counties that received a qualifying Presidential 
Emergency Disaster Declaration or Secretarial Disaster Designation because of one or more of the 
qualifying disaster events or related conditions. 

Lists of counties with Presidential Emergency Disaster Declarations and Secretarial Disaster 
Designations for all qualifying disaster events for 2018 and 2019 are available here. For drought, 
producers are eligible for QLA if the loss occurred in an area within a county rated by the U.S. 
Drought Monitor as having a D3 (extreme drought) or higher intensity level during 2018 or 2019. 

Producers in counties that did not receive a qualifying declaration or designation may still apply but 
must also provide supporting documentation to establish that the crop was directly affected by a 
qualifying disaster event. 

To determine QLA eligibility and payments, FSA considers the total quality loss caused by all 
qualifying natural disasters in cases where a crop was impacted by multiple events. 

Applying for QLA 
When applying, producers are asked to provide verifiable documentation to support claims of quality 
loss or nutrient loss in the case of forage crops. For crops that have been sold, grading must have 
been completed within 30 days of harvest, and for forage crops, a laboratory analysis must have 
been completed within 30 days of harvest. 

Some acceptable forms of documentation include sales receipts from buyers, settlement sheets, 
truck or warehouse scale tickets, written sales contracts, similar records that represent actual and 
specific quality loss information, and forage tests for nutritional values. 

Payments Calculations and Limitations 
QLA payments are based on formulas for the type of crop (forage or non-forage) and loss 
documentation submitted. Based on this documentation FSA is calculating payments based on the 
producer’s own individual loss or based on the county average loss. More information on payments 
can be found on farmers.gov/quality-loss. 

FSA will issue payments once the application period ends. If the total amount of calculated QLA 
payments exceeds available program funding, payments will be prorated. 

For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal entity may 
receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation (including a general 
partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by the number of persons and legal 



entities that comprise the ownership of the joint operation. A person or legal entity is ineligible for 
QLA payment if the person’s or legal entity’s average Adjusted Gross Income exceeds $900,000, 
unless at least 75% is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 
All producers receiving QLA Program payments are required to purchase crop insurance or NAP 
coverage for the next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. Wildlife and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) participants who already met the WHIP+ requirement 
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage are considered to have thereby met the requirement 
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage for QLA. If eligible, QLA participants may meet the 
insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm Revenue Protection coverage offered 
through USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 
 
More Information 
For more information, visit farmers.gov/quality-loss, or contact your local USDA Service Center. 
Producers can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. 

 
USDA Announces CRP General Signup Ends February 12 
Agricultural producers and private landowners interested in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) can sign up for the popular program beginning Jan. 4, 2021, until Feb. 12, 2021. The 
competitive program, administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides annual rental 
payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such 
as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife 
habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous benefits 
to their local region and the nation’s environment and economy. CRP general signup is held 
annually and is competitive; general signup includes increased opportunities for wildlife habitat 
enrollment through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) initiative. 

New cropland offered in the program must have been planted for four out of six crop years from 
2012 to 2017. Additionally, producers with land already enrolled but expiring on Sept. 30, 2021, can 
re-enroll this year. The acreage offered by producers and landowners is evaluated competitively; 
accepted offers will begin Oct. 1, 2021. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. The program marked its 35-year anniversary in December 2020. Program successes 
include: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million 
dump trucks. 
 
• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 85%, 
respectively. 
 
• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million 
cars off the road. 
 
• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world seven 
times.  
 
• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, 
bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds. 

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 



If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross 
Income Certification. 

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. 
All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. Unlike the past, you must have the 
CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 
Making Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation.  
 
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be 
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all of the 
required signatures are on FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such as proof of 
ownership, is submitted. 
 
Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any 
time.  
 
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:  
• Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate 

• Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two 
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this 
method, the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the 
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

• DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract 

• Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your local County Office. 

 
Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and 
serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 



used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan 
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment 
terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 
40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan. 

 
Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes 
less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped. 

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power 
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not 
to mention children. It is always advisable to keep children at a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure 
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

 
Rates and Dates 

 
 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this 
meeting/function/event should contact their local County Executive Director or Rhonda O’Guinn at 
501-301-3018, (TDD# or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339, and rhonda.oguinn@usda.gov). 

 

mailto:rhonda.oguinn@usda.gov


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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