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Apply for Livestock Forage Losses

Producers in Lincoln County are eligible to apply for the 2023 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
benefits on native and improved pasture.

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting
documentation no later than January 30, 2024, for 2023 losses.

For additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your Lincoln County
USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Updates Livestock Disaster Payment Rate to Assist
Producers Hard-Hit by Heat and Humidity

FSA is updating the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) payment rate to support livestock producers in the
Midwest who have lost cattle to the extreme heat and humidity experienced this summer. To help indemnify
ranchers to reflect a trend towards higher cattle weights in feedlots, the 2023 LIP payment rate for beef
calves over 800 pounds will increase from $1244 per head to $1618, an increase of $374.

LIP provides benefits to livestock owners and some contract growers for livestock deaths exceeding normal
mortality from eligible adverse weather events, certain predation losses and reduced sales prices due to
injury from an eligible loss. Indemnity payments are made at a rate of 75% of the prior year’s average fair
market value of the livestock.

The updated LIP payment rate is effective immediately and will be applied retroactively starting Jan.1, 2023,
for all eligible causes of loss including excessive heat, tornado, winter storms, and other qualifying adverse
weather. Producers who have already received LIP payments for 2023 losses will receive an additional
payment, if applicable, commensurate with this updated rate. For details on eligibility and payment rates,
review the LIP fact sheet.

FSA recognizes that an annual update of LIP payment rates does not account for the volatile nature of
livestock markets and is further exploring flexibilities to establish more current payment rates.
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More Information

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet,
and Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine program or loan options. For
assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance
agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center.

What Are Your Field Goals?

With harvest approaching and football season kicking off, it's a great time for
producers to work on their own field goals. For the next several weeks, we'll
be looking at conservation practices through the lens of football.

In some ways, being a farmer or rancher is like being a coach. You assess the
landscape, develop a strategy, cultivate a team, and refine your tactics each A '
season as you find the plays that work. All the while, your fans here at Natural Resources Conservatlon
Service (NRCS) are proud to support and cheer you on, winning season after winning season.

First Quarter

One of the first and most important steps is to develop a game plan. Ask yourself: What's working well?
What could be improved? How can you best navigate your opportunities and challenges to reach your
goals?

Our conservation experts can help you answer all those questions. We'll meet with you, walk your land with
you, and help develop a conservation plan customized to match your field goals. This tailored gameplan will
help you develop a playbook for many successful seasons.

Second Quarter

No successful farmer goes it alone; you're going to need to recruit a winning team. But if you create the right
conditions, you'll attract the most talented players nature can provide. Practice makes perfect, and we'll
discuss some tried and true practices that will attract a deep bench of soil microbes, pollinators, beneficial
insects, and other key players. With the right team, you'll grow like never before.

Halftime Report

Stay tuned while we check in with experts to provide play-by-play commentary of key moments, identify the
most valuable players and offer advice for avoiding unforced errors and fumbles. Then it is time to take what
you've learned, make mid-game adjustments and lead your team to victory in the second half.

Third Quarter

You've found your stride and things are growing well, but there's always room for a bit more optimization and
improvement. We'll highlight practices that will elevate your team to the next level, help you thrive with fewer
inputs and less waste, and grow more by doing less.

Fourth Quarter

By following your conservation gameplan, adopting soil health practices, optimizing your inputs, and
reducing your waste, you'll enjoy a strong home field advantage for many seasons to come. Unlike in
football, your team will always stick around and grow stronger with each passing season. You will bank the
benefits of conservation and enjoy the resiliency and productivity of healthy soil.

No matter which of these goals you are looking to accomplish on your farm, experts from USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management

Agency (RMA) are available to help you accomplish them. For more information on how NRCS, FSA and
RMA can help you kick this next growing season through the uprights, contact your local service
enter by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator.
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property.
These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S.
veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized
farming operations. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating
costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since
2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to
the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-
886-9001 ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Service Center

625 South Washington St, Ste A
PO Box 369 Afton, WY 83110

Phone: 307-886-9001 Fax: 855-415-3426

County Executive Director Acting District Conservationist

Dee Harbach 307-226-3035 dee.harbach@usda.gov Adam Clark 307-226-3037 adam.clark@usda.gov

Program Technician Rangeland Management Specialist

Kresta Hedges 307-226-3034 Janessa Julson 307-226-3038
kresta.hedges@usda.gov janessa.julson@usda.gov

Farm Loan Manager County Committee

Kelly Johnson
Cheyenne Syverson Kim Clark

cheyenne.syverson@usda.gov Deanna Clark
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