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USDA Reminds South Carolina Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers in South Carolina who have not yet completed their crop 
acreage reports after planting should make an appointment with their Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended 
uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of 
benefits. 

How to File a Report 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of acreage 
reporting deadlines by crop. 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service 
Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
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• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator. 

 

USDA Announces Dates for Conservation Reserve Program 
General and Grasslands Signups 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set a July 23, 2021, deadline 
for agricultural producers and landowners to apply for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 
to August 20. This year, USDA updated both signup options to provide greater 
incentives for producers and increase its conservation benefits, including 
reducing the impacts of climate change. 

Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation 
purposes. 

“Bottom line, CRP now makes more financial sense for producers while also providing a bigger return on 
investment in terms of natural resource benefits. The General and Grasslands signups are part of a broader 
suite of tools available through CRP to integrate key conservation practices on our nation’s working lands.” 

General Signup 

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as 
approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on 
cropland.  Lands enrolled in CRP also play a key role in mitigating impacts from climate change, and FSA has 
added a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for practices that sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

FSA is also adding a one-time “inflationary” adjustment for payment rates, as well as having more flexibility on 
adjusting soil rental rates. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTYuNDIwMDM4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.kbNgCQZjC9DNx6G1Xbx_FyJ75oeKKiyFeoyM-tHxZvc/s/1509811496/br/108009081060-l
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FSA opened the General Signup in January 2021 and extended the original deadline to July 23, 2021, to 
enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the program. 

Grasslands Signup 

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland 
and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes 
positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and 
improves environmental quality. 

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per acre, as well as new 
National Grassland Priority Zones. 

How to Sign Up 

To enroll in the CRP General signup, producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service 
Center by the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup, they should contact USDA by the 
August 20 deadline. While USDA offices may have limited visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center 
staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To work with FSA, 
producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center. Contact information can be found 
at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

More Information on CRP 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity 
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many 
conservation and economic benefits. The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December. 

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort to combat the 
climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and natural resources, including our 
soil, air and water. Through conservation practices, USDA aims to enhance economic growth and create new 
streams of income for farmers, ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these 
challenges will require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA 
stakeholders, including state, local, and tribal governments. USDA touches the lives of all Americans each 
day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food 
system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all 
producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and 
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across 
the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To 
learn more, visit www.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural 
producers. 

Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to 
help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 
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If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow 
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) 
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 
72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and 
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage 
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, 
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance 
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped 
video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners 
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to 
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help 
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for 
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 
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Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact 
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or 
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service 
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because 
of the pandemic. 

 

USDA Expands Aquaculture Disaster Assistance in South 
Carolina to Include Fish Raised for Food 
In response to catastrophic aquaculture losses due to major winter storms that hit states along the U.S. Gulf 
Coast including South Carolina in February, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) today announced a policy change that makes food fish and other aquatic species eligible for 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Previously, 
only farm-raised game and bait fish were eligible for death loss ELAP benefits. Beginning June 1, eligible 
aquaculture producers can request ELAP assistance for 2021 losses. This policy change is for the 2021 and 
subsequent program years. 

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for 
losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions, including blizzards and wildfires, as 
determined by the Secretary. 

To be eligible, losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2021. For farm-raised fish and other aquatic 
species death losses only that occurred prior to June 1, 2021, FSA is waiving the requirement to file a notice 
of loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent.  An aquaculture producer will still need to be 
able to provide contemporaneous records upon request to document the eligible loss event and demonstrate 
the beginning and ending inventory.   The deadline to file an application for payment for the 2021 program 
year is Jan. 31, 2022. 

Producers must provide acreage reports for the surface acres of water where their aquatic species are raised. 
Acreage reports for 2021 must be filed by Sept. 30, 2022. 

More Information 

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.  On farmers.gov, the Disaster 
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 
producers and landowners determine all program or loan options available for disaster recovery assistance. 
For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance 
agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 

USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve 
Program in Effort to Boost Enrollment and Address Climate 
Change 
USDA will open enrollment in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher payment rates, new 
incentives, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change mitigation. Additionally, USDA 
is announcing investments in partnerships to increase climate-smart agriculture, including $330 million in 85 
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) projects and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation 
Innovation Trials. 

Conservation Reserve Program 

USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates and expanding the 
number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the program. CRP is one of the world’s largest 
voluntary conservation programs with a long track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, and 
reducing nitrogen runoff, as well providing healthy habitat for wildlife. 

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in the program 
mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). If USDA reaches its goal of 
enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the program, it will mitigate an additional 3 million metric tons of 
CO2 equivalent and prevent 90 million pounds of nitrogen and 33 million tons of sediment from running into 
our waterways each year. 

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive 

To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-Smart Practice 
Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees and permanent 
grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is 
annual, and the amount is based on the benefits of each practice type. 

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives 

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled. Furthermore, the 
cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase producer interest and enrollment, 
FSA is: 

• Adjusting soil rental rates.This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments, including a 
possible increase in rates where appropriate. 

• Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%.This incentive for continuous CRP 
practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in addition to cost share payments. 

• Increasing payments for water quality practices.Rates are increasing from 10% to 20% for certain 
water quality benefiting practices available through the CRP continuous signup, such as grassed 
waterways, riparian buffers, and filter strips. 

• Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate.This benefits more than 1,300 counties with 
rates currently below the minimum. 

To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What’s New with CRP” fact sheet.   

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against 
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), 
among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest 
date. 
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For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on USDA 
farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. 
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better 
understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting 
their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan 
application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and 
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service 
center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to 
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the 
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage 
accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information 
feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the 
website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site 
also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-
tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTYuNDIwMDM4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.s5mhh7K2Rhux_b04E6OIKneRDIeb1jIa-Gw7YJoAYY8/s/1509811496/br/108009081060-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTYuNDIwMDM4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9uYXA_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.OwhdU2OtZVgCSYugmsm2KR4TupQ9hQnWdHh5_Kkpfp0/s/1509811496/br/108009081060-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTYuNDIwMDM4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9mdW5kP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.PONwtFizW_2NTEzOmR8ZaoAZhYdkodMYDWflpsWzV5E/s/1509811496/br/108009081060-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTYuNDIwMDM4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9yZWNvdmVyL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtdG9vbD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkjc3RlcC0xIn0.v4_ZZiwOqWliy3ySo6Dq77FUTFTepNuXXvLI1Nd0p8k/s/1509811496/br/108009081060-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTYuNDIwMDM4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9yZWNvdmVyL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtdG9vbD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkjc3RlcC0xIn0.v4_ZZiwOqWliy3ySo6Dq77FUTFTepNuXXvLI1Nd0p8k/s/1509811496/br/108009081060-l


For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center at or visit farmers.gov. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be 
successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the 
borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify 
goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when 
changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm 
loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local USDA Service Center at or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Making Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation. 

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested by 
August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all of the required signatures are on 
FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 

• Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate 

• Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two 
or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more 
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the 
land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and 
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

• DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract 

• Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your local USDA Service Center. 
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