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FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a 
new tool to provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm 
information using their home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or 
export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county office. 
 
The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your per-
sonal FSA data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other con-
servation program acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conserva-
tion status information, field boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, con-
tact information and membership interest and shares in the operation. This data will be 
available in real time, at no cost to the producer and allow operators and owners to 
export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can electronically share 
their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer. 
 
Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the 
webportal. This level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each 
user. Level 2 access can be obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the 
required information and then visiting your local FSA office to finalize access. 
 
For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local 
FSA office. To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 
 

USDA Hosts County Committee Webinar 
 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is co-hosting a County Committee webinar with 
the Agriculture Marketing Service (AMS) and Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food on 
Tuesday, July 12 at 2:00 p.m. EST.  
 
The webinar will explain how county committees work and cover how to submit a 
nomination. Webinar attendees will hear current county committee members in New 
York, Nevada and Illinois talk about their personal experience serving on their local 
committee.  
 
Producers who want to learn more about county committees are encouraged to attend 
the webinar.  
 
To join the webinar, visit https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/schedule/participantLogin.do?
er=keiisil1xv90&eom. For audio, dial 866-740-1260 and enter the code 7206000 when 
prompted.  
 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this 
webinar should contact Cynthia Cuellar at (202) 690-4727 or Federal Relay Service at 1-
800-877-8339. 
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FSA Unveils Monthly Webinar Series 
 

The FSA Outreach and Education Division will host a series of webinars each month to inform producers about FSA 
programs and initiatives. To register for any of the below listed webinars, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach and 
click on “Outreach Webinars.” 
 
July 19 @ 2 p.m. EDT 
Understanding Receipt for Service 
 
To ensure that all USDA customers and potential customers are being served properly in local offices, the 2014 
Farm Bill requires that a receipt be provided. Learn more about Receipt for Service, how it affects you and what 
you can expect when you visit a local Farm Service Agency county office. 
 
Aug. 9 @ 2 p.m. EDT 
Need Commodity Storage? The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) Can Help 
 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program provides low-interest financing so producers can build or upgrade perma-
nent or portable facilities to store commodities. Learn how this program may be able to help your operation. 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these webinars should contact 
Tanya Brown at 202-690-1700 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 at least three business days prior to the 
webinar.  
 
The webinars will be recorded for future viewing and can be accessed on www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.  
 

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to customers who request or 
receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 
 
The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance requested from 
FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development (RD). Receipts include the date, 
summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or 
entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports will begin on August 1, 2016.  
 
A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.  
 

FSA Issues Fiscal Year 2015 Impacts Report 
 

2015 marks the 20th anniversary of USDA’s Farm Service Agency, but FSA’s roots date back nearly 80 years, to the 
days of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, when the rural economy was in crisis and America’s farmers and 
ranchers needed assistance. At that time, Congress empowered USDA to provide a strong safety-net for farm fami-
lies, helping them navigate the unpredictability of natural disasters and volatile market conditions. 
 
Today, technological advancements in equipment, crop and veterinary sciences, soil and water conservation, and 
pest and nutrient management, all have resulted in agriculture becoming stronger than we’ve ever known - - cer-
tainly far stronger than the days of our grandparents and great-grandparents. But the unpredictability of weather 
and markets remain. That means the FSA mission is as important as it’s ever been to ensure the domestic agriculture 
sector continues to deliver an abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber supply for the American people. 
 
The FSA Impacts Report shows selected highlights for fiscal year 2015. This report highlights the achievements of 
FSA and will ensure that the path forward continues to demonstrate our commitment to rural America. 
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2016 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES  
 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Rhode Island 
FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by July 15, 2016 for Annual crops. 
 
Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific 
deadlines.  
 
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 
 
 If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 

later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 
 
 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be re-

ported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be 
provided to the county office. 

 
 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or 

“seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP 
covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 
 
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office. 

 
USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and Handling Equipment 

Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products to Market Quickly 
  
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase portable storage and 
handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option with lower down payments, are de-
signed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized producers, grow their businesses and markets. 
 
The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than $50,000 to qualify for a 
reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three years of production history. Farms and 
ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, 
and specialty crop producers who may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These 
producers can invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store commodities be-
fore delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to ap-
ply. 
 
Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loan. Eligible com-
modities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, 
oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple 
sap, unprocessed meat and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in cold storage. 
 
To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a local FSA county 
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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FSA County Committee Nomination Period in Rhode Island Now Open 

 
The nomination period for the Rhode Island FSA county committee began on June 15, 2016. Nomination forms must be 
postmarked or received in the Rhode Island County FSA Office by close of business on Aug. 1, 2016. 
 
County Committees are unique to FSA and allow producers to have a voice on federal farm program implementation at 
the local level.  
 
To be eligible to serve on the FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in an agency administered 
program, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the Local Administrative Area (LAA) where they 
are nominated. All producers, including women, minority and beginning farmers and ranchers are encouraged to partici-
pate in the nomination and election process. 
 
This year, nominations and elections will be held in the following LAA Counties; 
 
 LAA-1 Bristol County 
 LAA-3 Kent County 
 LAA-5 Newport County 
 
Producers may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Organizations representing minority and women farmers 
and ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The 
form and more information about county committee elections is available online at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  
 
Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are responsible for making decisions on FSA disaster, 
conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as other important federal farm program issues. County 
committees consist of three to 11 members. 
 
FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7. Ballots are due back in the Rhode Island County Office 
by mail or in person no later than Dec. 5, 2016. All newly elected county committee members and alternates will take 
office January 1, 2017.   
 
For more information about county committees, please contact the Rhode Island County FSA office at 401-828-3120 op-
tion 2 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 
 
 

Update Your Records 
 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip code or an incor-
rect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addi-
tion of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and up-
date their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 
 
If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 


