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FSA Issues Fiscal Year 2015 Impacts Report 

2015 marks the 20th anniversary of USDA’s Farm Service Agency, but FSA’s 

roots date back nearly 80 years, to the days of the Great Depression and the 

Dust Bowl, when the rural economy was in crisis and America’s farmers and 

ranchers needed assistance. At that time, Congress empowered USDA to pro-

vide a strong safety-net for farm families, helping them navigate the unpredicta-

bility of natural disasters and volatile market conditions. 

 

Today, technological advancements in equipment, crop and veterinary sciences, 

soil and water conservation, and pest and nutrient management, all have result-

ed in agriculture becoming stronger than we’ve ever known - - certainly far 

stronger than the days of our grandparents and great-grandparents. But the un-

predictability of weather and markets remain. That means the FSA mission is as 

important as it’s ever been to ensure the domestic agriculture sector continues 

to deliver an abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber supply for the 

American people. 

 

The FSA Impacts Report shows selected highlights for fiscal year 2015. This re-

port highlights the achievements of FSA and will ensure that the path forward 

continues to demonstrate our commitment to rural America.  

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disas-

ters during calendar year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar 

days after the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent. TAP was au-

thorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.  TAP 

provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers 

to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural 

disasters. 

 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for 

commercial purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas 

trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are 

ineligible.  

 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in 

excess of 15 percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible 

trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster oc-

curred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which 

the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be 

replaced within 12 months from the date the application is approved. The cu-

mulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which a 

producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMjA1LjU0ODExNzQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDIwNS41NDgxMTc0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjYyODg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuY
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Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  

 

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are unable to 

make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program.  

 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended to re-

lieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider  

setting aside the portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.  

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.   

 

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete application. 

The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the debt along with 

production records and financial history for the operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may 

request additional information from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.   

 

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is complete. 

Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.   

 

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or 

before the final due date of the loan.   

 

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office  

Loan Servicing 

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a borrower who is una-

ble to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn about the options available 

to you.  

Guaranteed Conservation Loans  

Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. These funds may be 

used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest Stewardship Management plan.  

 

A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the application. These loans are not limited to just family 

farmers. In some cases, applicants can operate non-eligible enterprises.  

 

Loan funds are issued by a participating commercial lender and guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 

percent for beginning and targeted underserved producers.  

 

A Simple Start to Retirement Savings 

Don’t have access to a retirement savings plan? Haven’t found an easy way to start saving? The U.S. Department of 

the Treasury’s myRA can help you get on the path to retirement saving. It costs nothing to open an account and 

there are no fees. Visit myRA.gov today to get started. 
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Direct Loans 

 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, main-

tain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.  

 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, 

insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor 

improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.  

 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 

buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

 

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down 

payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's 

ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans 

are not to exceed 40 years.  Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm 

ownership or operating loan.  

 

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers   

Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants 

 

Producers who apply for FSA farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss protec-

tions created by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-

tance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable crops, so this is especially 

important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop growers. 

 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for basic loss 

coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent 

of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floricul-

ture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy 

crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 

days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit. 

 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for a 50 

percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of expected 

production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA to protect value-

added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in those markets.  Target-

ed underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, 

Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans that 

have a streamlined application process.  

 

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmer, to be 

eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/

nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at https://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTEzLjQ0OTUwNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxMy40NDk1MDU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI2NTkzJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzY
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Reporting Organic Crops 

 

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and selected the 

"organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.  

 

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage. 

 

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent indicat-

ing an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include: 

 

 name of certified individuals 

 address 

 telephone number 

 effective date of certification 

 certificate number 

 list of commodities certified 

 name and address of certifying agent 

 a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone acreage 

 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic sales totals 

$5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are still required to pro-

vide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage. 

 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, visit http://

offices.usda.gov. 

 

Breaking New Ground 

 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for production pur-

poses as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is 

especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

 

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational requirements as specified in 

their conservation plan.   

 

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to en-

sure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to create new cropland, then these areas will 

need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

 

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Con-

servation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to determine whether a referral to Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 

of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-

9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 

(Relay voice users). 

http://offices.usda.gov.
http://offices.usda.gov.

