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FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections  

The 2018 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began 
on Nov. 5, when ballots were mailed to eligible voters. The 
deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 3, 2018. 

County committee members are an important component of the 
operations of FSA and provide a link between the agricultural 
community and USDA. Farmers elected to county committees help 
deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge 
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State Executive Director: W. 
Michael Sullivan PhD. 

State Committee: Doreen 
Pezza, Judith Carvalho, Ellen 
Puccetti, Kevin Breene, David 
Frerichs 

State Committee meets the 
second Wednesday of every 
month subject to change. 

Rhode Island County Office: 
401-828-3120 Option 2 

County Executive Director: 
Sheryl Michener 

County Committee: Kim 
Coulter, Vincent Confreda, 
Victor Hoogendoorn, Donald 
Baffoni Jr, Joseph Silveira 

County Committee meets the 
first Wednesday of every 
month subject to change. 

Farm Loan Team: 401-828-
3120 Option 3. 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Roxanne S. Boisse 

Farm Loan Officer Trainee: 
Gene Piskator 

Dates to Remember: 

Contact the RI County Office 
at 401-828-3120 Option 2 for 
more details on the following 
events below; 

November 8th- Crop 
Insurance meeting for Hay 
Producers 10:00am-12:00 
pm.  RI USDA Conference 
Room Warwick, RI 

and judgment to make decisions on commodity price support 
programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and 
disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs 
and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations 
designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers must participate or cooperate in an 
FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age but 
supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, 
may also be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters in local administrative area LAA 1, who do not 
receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service 
Center. Dec. 3, 2018, is the last day for voters to submit ballots in 
person to local USDA Service Centers. Ballots returned by mail 
must also be postmarked no later than Dec. 3. Newly elected 
committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2019. 

The candidates in this year’s election to serve in LAA 1 
Providence County are: 

• Joe Polseno- is a third-generation apple grower who 
operates Pippin Apple Orchard in Cranston, RI. After 
growing up on the farm and working under the care and 
supervision of his father, Joe was ready to take over the 
duties of the orchard in 2011.    

• Donald Baffoni Jr.-is a third generation Poultry 
Farmer.  More than 40 years of experience 
farming.  Graduated from Roger Williams University with a 
bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering.  

More information on county committees, such as the new 2018 
fact sheet, can be found on the FSA website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

  

 

Sign up for Level 2 eAuthentication Access 

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online 
options to access U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers 
doing business as an individual can now register, track and 
manage their applications for the Market Facilitation Program 
(MFP) and 2017 Wildfires Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 



November 8th-Crop 
Insurance for Fruit Growers 
2:00pm-4:00pm. RI USDA 
Conference Room Warwick, 
RI 

November 20th-Final day to 
enroll Perennial Crops under 
the NAP Program 

December 6th-Aquaculture 
Meeting at Save the Bay in 
Providence, RI. 

WHIP) on the secure and convenient  www.farmers.gov. Producers 
doing business as an individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 
eAuthentication access. Currently USDA eAuthentication does not 
have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, 
other entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual 
or entity. 

o Step 1: Create and online account at 
www.eauth.usda.gov  

o Step 2: Complete identity verification by either 
using the online self-service identity verification 
method or by completing the identity verification 
in-person at your USDA Service Center. 

o Step 3: You’re enrolled 

o Step 4:  Contact your local USDA Service Center to 
have your new Level 2 account linked with your 
USDA customer record 

o Step 5:  You’re ready to Log In 

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff 
will help you sign up for Level 2 Access right in the office! They will 
get you online so you can create an online account at 
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll complete identity 
verification right on the spot. You’re enrolled! Users with a secure 
Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record 
can apply for select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and 
farm records data. Enrolling is easy! Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to 
learn more. 

To locate a service center near you or use online services not 
requiring eAuthentication access, visit www.farmers.gov. For 
technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-
457-3642. 

 

 

USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors 

If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting 
the next generation and in investing in your local community!  Your experiences and knowledge as 
a business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to the community 
you live in. 

http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/mainPages/index.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


USDA is collaborating with SCORE – www.score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, 
expert business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and 
provide free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business 
owners.   SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field 
who would like to become a part of an extended field of volunteers.  The organization’s 
Orientation and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to 
be a successful volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as 
well as guidance on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing 
and problem-solving skills. 

Current SCORE volunteer mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, 
operations, business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-
one business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners.  Together they work 
through the process of starting up or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses.  No matter 
what stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, 
navigating financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help 
their clients, succeed.   FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at 
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship. 

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment 
and storage and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The 
loans are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional 
farm products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 
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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage before Crop Sales 
Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning, 
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expected production. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost 
Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance 
premium costs. 

  

 

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale 
Operators 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, small, 
underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations. 

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering 
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to 
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$50,000 of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, 
credit unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to 
help with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent. 

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office. 

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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