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Sonny Perdue Sworn in as 31st 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 

Sonny Perdue was sworn in as the 31st U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture by fellow Georgian and 
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
Clarence Thomas in a brief ceremony on April 25 at 
the Supreme Court building.  

Perdue grew up on a dairy and diversified row crop 
farm in Bonaire, Georgia. Being uniquely qualified 
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as a former farmer, agri-businessman, veterinarian, 
state legislator and governor of Georgia, he has 
experienced the agriculture industry from every 
possible perspective throughout his life. 

As secretary, Perdue says he will champion the 
concerns of farmers, ranchers, foresters and 
producers, and will work tirelessly to solve the 
issues facing our farm families.   

Perdue’s policies as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
will be guided by four principles which will inform his 
decisions. First, he will maximize the ability of the 
men and women of America’s agriculture and 
agribusiness sector to create jobs, to produce and 
sell the foods and fiber that feed and clothe the 
world, and to reap the earned reward of their labor. 
Second, he will prioritize customer service every 
day for American taxpayers and consumers. Third, 
as Americans expect a safe and secure food supply, 
USDA will continue to serve in the critical role of 
ensuring the food we put on the table to feed our 
families meets the strict safety standards we’ve 
established. And fourth, Perdue will always 
remember that America’s agricultural bounty comes 
directly from the land.   

For more information about Secretary Perdue, visit 
www.usda.gov. 

 
 

Acreage Reports 
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, 
producers must timely file acreage reports. Failure 
to file an acreage report by the crop acreage 
reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future 
program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage 
reports provided more than a year after the acreage 
reporting deadline. 

July 15th is the deadline to file your acreage report 
for initial plantings of your annual crops for Rhode 
Island. 
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USDA Farm Service Agency Offers Text Alerts to Rhode Island 
Producers 
Rhode Island USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Acting County Executive Director Ingrid 
Fratantuono announced that farmers in Rhode Island now can receive notifications from their county 
office through text messages on their cell phone. 

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA 
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text 
messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and 
updates.  

Producers can text RIKent to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message alerts from Rhode 
Island. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless carrier for details associated with 
your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time. 

Please contact the Rhode Island County FSA Office at 401-828-3120 Option 2 if you have questions 
regarding FSA’s email news service or the new text message option. 

 
Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.  

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution.  

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search 
for “Form 3550-28.”  

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines


For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov 

 
USDA Expands Farm Loans for Native Americans Farming and 
Ranching on Tribal Land 
USDA has approved and obligated the first loan under the Highly Fractionated Indian Land Loan 
program (HFIL). The program, made possible by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides revolving loan funds to 
qualified intermediary lenders, allowing qualified tribes and individuals the ability to purchase tribal 
farmland that has multiple owners.  

The first recipient, the Native American Community Development Corporation Financial Services, 
Inc. (NACDCFS) of Browning, Mont., will lend funds directly to tribal members through a $10 million 
intermediary HFIL loan from USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). NACDCFS addresses critical 
needs in Native American communities related to the growth of family assets, supports economic 
development, and enhances the quality of life for communities and residents located on or near 
Montana’s seven Indian reservations. NACDCFS provides one-on-one technical assistance to Native 
American entrepreneurs and agricultural producers. NACDCFS is a 501(c) (3), certified Native 
Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), through the U.S. Department of Treasury. 

Under the 1887 Dawes Act, Indian reservation land was divided and allotted to individual tribal 
members such that with the passing of each generation, title ownership was divided and parceled 
among heirs, while the land was not. As a result, land once owned by a single person could today be 
owned by hundreds or thousands of individuals, resulting in what is known as “highly fractionated 
Indian land.” In many instances, landowners are unknown or cannot be located, which complicates 
the coordination of ownership or prevents the use of the property altogether. There are more than 
245,000 owners of three million fractionated land interests, spanning approximately 150 Indian 
reservations. 

Under HFIL, tribes and tribal members can submit an application directly to an intermediary lender. 
To participate, intermediary lenders first must be approved by USDA. The lenders may be private 
and tribal nonprofit corporations, public agencies, Indian tribes or lenders subject to federal or state 
regulation (such as a credit union or other financial institution). FSA will lend to the intermediary, 
which will relend to the applicant. The intermediary lender also will administer the loan for the 
applicant. 

For more information on the program, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or contact the local FSA 
county office. To find the local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

 

 
USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, small, 

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&&doc=50
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans
http://offices.usda.gov/


underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.  

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering 
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit 
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help 
with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent 

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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