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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage before 

Crop Sales Deadlines 
 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 
 
Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP 
to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource 
farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted pre-
miums for additional levels of protection." 
 
Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail 
and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no 
permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage 
and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aqua-
culture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
 
USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to cre-
ate an online tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine wheth-
er their crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level 
of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the 
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production, 
with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 
percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops market-
ed directly to consumers. 
 
Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local 
USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   
 
Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance 
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent 
Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the 
USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, 
to predict insurance premium costs. 
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USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once 

 
Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and participating insurance 
providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can provide the common information from their 
acreage reports at one office and the information will be electronically shared with the other location.   
 
This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This interagency col-
laboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance companies, all working to stream-
line the information collected from farmers and ranchers who participate in USDA programs. 
 
Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and electronically shared 
with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as saving farmers and ranchers time. 
 
Since 2009, USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who have 
expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations.  In 2013, USDA con-
solidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 
dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the 
coming weeks as they approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.  
 
More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common data report-
ing, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to validate and sign acreage 
reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The common data from the first-filed acreage 
report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report. Plans are underway 
at USDA to continue building upon the framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.   
 
Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from the convenience 
of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, conservation status, operator and 
owner information and much more.  
 
The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online access to securely 
view, print or export their personal farm data.  To enroll in the online service, producers are encouraged to contact 
their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
 

 
Foreign Buyers Notification  

 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to 
report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  
All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to 
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result 
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, 
attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting 
requirements.   
 

Attention Apple Users 
 

If you are an Apple user who receives online communications through GovDelivery from your state or local FSA 
office using the mail app on your iPhone or iPad, you may have noticed a problem with hyperlinks in the table of 
contents. The GovDelivery vendor is working to resolve the issue. In the meantime, you can use the macro to view 
the newsletter or bulletin as a web page and will be able to use the hyperlinked table of contents. To open the 
macro, look for the statement below in the bulletin or newsletter and click “View it as a Web page.” 
 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.  
 
There are no reported problems from android mobile device users at this time.  



 3 

.. 

USDA Creates More Bird Habitat Opportunities on Irrigated Farmland 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces more bird habitats to be established in irrigated farmland regions through 

the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 
 
Declines in upland bird populations, such as the northern bobwhite, pheasant, and prairie chicken, led to the creation of 
new Conservation Reserve Program features to help restore habitats for these species in these agricultural areas. Since the 
program’s creation in 2004, more than 240,000 acres of marginal cropland has been converted to native grasslands, 
spurring an increase in upland bird populations.  
 
In recent years, however, applications for this type of habitat creation have slowed. To encourage more participation, 
USDA’s new policy focuses on farmland with center-pivot irrigation systems where there are circular areas of cropland 
with patches of land beyond the reach of irrigation. Until now, these patches – known as pivot corners – were only eli-
gible for habitat creation when connected by a linear strip of grassland also enrolled in the program. The new policy 
allows producers interested in habitat creation to use disconnected pivot corners to help increase the population of up-
land birds. 
 
Other species that can benefit from today’s change include the mourning dove, wild turkey, several sparrows, meadow-
lark and bobolinks. 
 
The Conservation Reserve Program is a voluntary program. FSA contracts with agricultural landowners so that environ-
mentally sensitive land is not farmed but instead used for conservation. Participants establish long-term plant species that 
control soil erosion, sequester carbon, improve water quality, and strengthen declining wildlife populations. In return, 
participants receive annual rental payments between 10 and 15 years.  
 
Interested landowners can enroll pivot corners in the Conservation Reserve Program at any time. Participants and land 
must meet certain eligibility requirements. Other restrictions may apply. For additional details, contact your local Farm 
Service Agency office at offices.usda.gov or visit the website at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 
 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing Acres Locator Tool 
 
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural producers to list infor-
mation concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay and grazing acres.  
 
If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support livestock, please use 
Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres 
available for livestock producers should post a Hay Net advertisement as well. 
 
A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website: 
 There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post an ad online.  
 Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  
 Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.  
 Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove ads you no longer 

need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements on this site. 
 
Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to provide a site for the 
exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make representations of any kind regarding 
any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.  
 
For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your local FSA office.  For 
local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.  
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are 
available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.  
  
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for mem-
bers of targeted underserved applicants.   
 
A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender preju-
dice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   
For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
 
FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed 
credit elsewhere. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 

 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can pro-
vide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person 
who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by FSA 
 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 
 
Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service Center.  
You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are pro-
hibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expres-
sion), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or 
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or inci-
dent. 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 


