
December 2020 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

 

New Mexico FSA Newsletter 
 

New Mexico Farm 
Service Agency 

100 Sun Ave. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 

Phone:  505-761-4900 
Fax:  877-450-0860 

www.fsa.usda.gov/nm 

State Executive Director: 
Michael S. White 

Executive Officer: 
Brenda Archuleta 

Farm Loan Chief:  
LeAnn Gibbs 

Farm Program Chief: 
Joilynn Gray 

District Directors:  
Andrew Flores 
Oscar Rivera  
Rhonda Mitchell 

State Committee:  
Chair, Alisa Ogden  
Vice Chair, Matthew Lansford 
Member, John M. Romero 
Member, Dustin K. Johnson 
Member, Monte Anderson  

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/NM  

Message from the State Executive 
Director 
Michael S. White, New Mexico State Executive Director wants to 
provide information on the following: 

Noninsured Crop Assistance Program 

The last day to apply for crop coverage on perennial grasses is 
December 1.  Coverage will become effective on the 2021 crop 30 
days later, December 31, 2021. 

In New Mexico, the grazing period is from January 1 – December 
31.  If you have NAP coverage on perennial forage (i.e. Native 
Grass), and the intended use for the crop is grazing, NAP policy 
requires that the crop be reported to the FSA office 15 calendar 
days before the onsite of grazing.  If this is your situation, the 
deadline to report the 2021 grazing perennial crop is December 16, 
2020.  Please contact your local FSA County Office to make an 
appointment to submit an acreage report. 

FSA has and is proudly continuing to provide its services, even 
through these unprecedented times, FSA offers alternative 
methods for farmers and ranchers to conduct business with the 
agency.  One of those methods is online.  If interested, sign up for 
an Online Account. 

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have online options 
to access USDA programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined 
process, producers doing business as an individual can now 
register, track and manage their applications for the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) on the secure and 
convenient  farmers.gov. Producers doing business as an individual 
first need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication 
access. Currently USDA eAuthentication does not have the 
mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, other 
entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual or 
entity. 
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• Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov  
• Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity 

verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA Service 
Center. 

• Step 3: You’re enrolled 
• Step 4:  Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account linked 

with your USDA customer record 
• Step 5:  You’re ready to Log In 

Or call your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2 
Access! They will get you online so you can create an online account at farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll 
complete identity verification right on the spot. You’re enrolled! Users with a secure Level 2 
eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can apply for select USDA programs, view 
and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy! Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn 
more. 

To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access, visit 
farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642. 

Stay Informed 

The Farm Service Agency offers several tools to obtain program information at the tips of your 
fingers.  

Farmers.gov is a customer self-service portal that allow customers to access their program, 
eligibility, contact, map information, and much more.  Start enjoying the convenience, create an 
account now! 

GovDelivery is our communications platform that allows individuals to subscribe to receive emails 
about our programs and services.  This is your direct link to instant information. 

• Sign up for GovDelivery at your local county office or online at: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new  

SMS Text Alerts allows you to receive timely information via text message, such as deadlines to 
apply for programs, file acreage reports, etc. 

• Subscribe by sending a text message to 372669.  The text message should be the State 
Postal Identifier (State Abbreviation) and the county name. Examples: 

Single County = NMValencia 

Multiple Counties (each county must be on a separate line = NMCurry 
                                                                                                 NMRioArriba) 

 
USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program 
and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021 
USDA today announced the 2021 signup periods for general Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
and CRP Grasslands offers. General signup for CRP will be open from January 4, 2021 to February 
12, 2012; signup for CRP Grasslands runs from March 15, 2021 to April 23, 2021. Both programs 
are competitive and provide annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

CRP and the many focused programs that come under it, like CRP Grasslands, are some of the 
most critical tools to help producers better manage their operations while conserving natural 
resources.  CRP has proven to protect the Nation’s valuable resources. Next year’s signup gives 
farmers and ranchers an opportunity to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation 
for another term. 
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Producers may apply by contacting their FSA office. 

 
USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry Impacted by 
Retaliatory Tariffs 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will provide approximately $530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and 
commercially licensed fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign governments. The 
funding will be provided through the Seafood Trade Relief Program and funded through the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the following seafood types: 

• Atka mackerel 
• Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner) 
• Flounder 
• Geoduck 
• Goosefish 
• Herrings 
• Lobster 
• Pacific Cod 
• Pacific Ocean Perch 
• Pollock 
• Sablefish 
• Salmon 
• Sole 
• Squid 
• Tuna 
• Turbot 

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from September 14, 2020 to January 15, 
2021. Fishermen should apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local Service 
Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The application can be found 
at www.farmers.gov/seafood. 

 
USDA Reminds Dairy Producers of Dec. 11 Deadline for 2021 
Safety-Net Enrollment 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture reminds dairy producers that the deadline to enroll in Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC) for calendar year 2021 is Friday, Dec. 11, 2020. USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) opened DMC signup in October to help producers manage economic risk brought on 
by milk price and feed cost disparities. 

The DMC program, created by the 2018 Farm Bill, offers reasonably priced protection to dairy 
producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) 
falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. 

Complete 2021 Enrollment/Evaluate Coverage Options 

For DMC enrollment, producers must certify with FSA that the operation is commercially marketing 
milk, sign all required forms, and pay the $100 administrative fee unless the dairy operation qualifies 
for a limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged, or military veteran farmers and ranchers 
waiver. 

Producers interested in DMC have the option to select a $4.00 catastrophic level of coverage with 
no premium fee or they can choose to buy-up coverage where the premium is based on margin 
triggers between $4.50 and $9.50 on 5 to 95 percent of established production history. 
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To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can 
utilize the recently updated online dairy decision tool. The decision tool is designed to demonstrate 
the historical performance of DMC and assist producers with calculating total premium costs and 
administrative fees associated with participation in DMC. An informational video is available, too.  

2020 Margin Payments  

For producers enrolled in DMC for 2020, the fourth DMC payment of the year triggered in 
September at $9.40. Including the September payment, dairy producers across the country have 
received 11 monthly payments for over $472 million through DMC since the program began in 
January 2019. 

More Information  

For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage, or contact your local USDA Service Center. 
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.  

 
Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary 
to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process 
through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise 
borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate 
with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any 
of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact 
your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

 

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options 
There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If you are 
a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager 
to learn about your options.

 

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help  
Are you new to farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started – everything 
from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice. Our team members, 
based at USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in 
more space and working the land, and we want to let you know we can help.  

Get Started with USDA 

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be 
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can 
help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID) 
and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to show you have control 
of the property to your FSA representative. If your operation is incorporated or an entity, you may 
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also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter contracts 
with USDA. 

Access to Capital 

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when 
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or 
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular 
among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool. 

Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom 
line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan as well as apply for financial 
assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the 
conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video 
Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation 
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term, while a 
CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for lands with land that is not optimal for 
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of 
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and 
sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural 
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA, 
contact your local USDA service center. 

 
Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution. 

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on 
loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be 
established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 
3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO. 
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PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 

 
Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right 
for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen 
events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm 
Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers 
another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower 
yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available 
are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, 
livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as value loss crops 
like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact your 
FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county. 

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, 
before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on 
causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” 
and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These 
must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact 
your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an application closing date.  

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, which 
describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage. 
NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-loss years to 
ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.  

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop 
or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with 
farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of 
coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity depending on the 
maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer. The service fee can be 
waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers 
and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the premium. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we 
recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 
Every Season is #scamseason 
Remember to discuss your USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) account information only with people 
you recognize and trust. 

If you have questions about your FSA accounts, including your farm loans, contact your local 
County USDA Service Center. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


	December 2020
	New Mexico FSA Newsletter
	New Mexico Farm Service Agency

	Message from the State Executive Director
	USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021
	USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry Impacted by Retaliatory Tariffs
	USDA Reminds Dairy Producers of Dec. 11 Deadline for 2021 Safety-Net Enrollment
	Communication is Key in Lending
	FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options
	New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help 
	Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers
	Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right for You?
	Every Season is #scamseason

