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USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food 
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers   
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur 
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety certification in 
calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops 
(FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to comply with 
regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification requirements, which is part 
of USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system to create a more level playing field for 
small and medium producers and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working 
in food and agriculture.   

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food 
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is 
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an 
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19 
pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H., 
where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to help reduce 
costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut 
regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across 
the nation. 

  

 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Program Details  

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in 
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty 
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their 
related expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition 
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the 
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 
• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 
• Food safety certification. 
• Certification upload fees. 
• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water 
• Training 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran 
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found at 
farmers.gov/food-safety. 

  

Applying for Assistance  

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the 
application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the 
time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If 
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated.  

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with 
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center 
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. 

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility 
information and forms needed to apply.  

 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs 
of Organic, Transitioning Producers 
Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and 
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) 
and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers 
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related expenses. Applications for 
OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.  

OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).  
• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification 

inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  
• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  
• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.   

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and 
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers have 
until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are 
received.   

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local 
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and 
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible 
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating 
State agencies.    

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  

 
FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock 
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling 
livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for 
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty 
miles.” 

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained 
for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A 
county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight 
consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time 
during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk in both eligible livestock and 
eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible 
livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering 
systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not normally 
require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with personal labor, 
equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation fees. Cost of the 
water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national average price per 
gallon. 

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED  

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses 
for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 
miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above 
what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a normal (non-
drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING LIVESTOCK TO 
FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new 
location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas. 
Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and 
subsequent years. For those interested in this provision for 2021, the deadline to apply 
for assistance is June 30, 2022. Please contact your county FSA office for additional 
details. 

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their 
county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For 
ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should maintain records and 
receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible livestock, the costs of 
transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to 
forage/grazing acres. 

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office 
for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can 
benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar 
days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For more information regarding 
ELAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center at  fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdisaster%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb60ef840cfd94e05a87f08da7ba97614%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637958265011237087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=723gU67OeRO%2BcxiFSTDgB4%2B0VlHRA6pkXoPwozNGPiM%3D&reserved=0


USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for 
agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to 
your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and 
be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss 
(also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-
harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

  

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit 
and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management 
options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the 
value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and 
replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements 
NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

  

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by 
taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 
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Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

  

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, 
equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs 
and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. 
Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural 
disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, 
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan 
options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a 
Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service 
Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-
person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to 
protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including 
freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and 
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 
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To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2022 crops and file a notice of 
loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent 
or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours 
of when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 

fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, 
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint 
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA 
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or 
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without 
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the 
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be 
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business 
operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the 
application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the 
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact the Concord County USDA Service Center at 
603-223-6003 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options 
There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If 
you are a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm 
Loan Manager to learn about your options. 

 
 

New Hampshire FSA State Office 
James C. Cleveland Federal Building 

53 Pleasant Street, Room 1601 
Concord, NH 03301 

Phone: 603-224-7941 
Fax: 855-428-0330 

Jeffrey Holmes 
State Executive Director 

jeffrey.holmes@usda.gov 
603-224-7941 

Rebecca Davis 
Farm Loan Manager 

rebecca.davis2@usda.gov 
603-223-6003 

    
    

  

 

mailto:jeffrey.holmes@usda.gov
mailto:rebecca.davis2@usda.gov

	In This Issue:
	USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers  
	USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers
	FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers Through Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP)
	USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather
	Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses
	FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans
	FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options
	New Hampshire FSA State Office

