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Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 
Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) 
began on Sept. 21, 2020 and will continue through Dec. 11, 2020. 
CFAP 2 provides eligible producers with direct financial assistance 
due to market disruptions and associated costs because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Check out our brief video about the program. 

CFAP 2 is a separate program from the first round of the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, now referred to as CFAP 1. 
Farmers and ranchers who participated in CFAP 1 will not be 
automatically enrolled and must complete a new application for 
CFAP 2. Details on how to apply can be found on 
farmers.gov/cfap/apply. 

CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder 

Many more commodities are eligible for CFAP 2 than CFAP 1. 
Interested in finding the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 
payment rates for the eligible commodities you grow or raise? Our 
new, easy-to-use CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder makes 
finding payment rates specific to your operation simple. From yam 
to alpaca farmers – and everyone in between – the payment rate 
information you need is just a few clicks away. Try it today on your 
desktop, tablet, or mobile device. 

Call Center 

A call center is available for producers who would like additional 
one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process. Please 
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Conservation Covey 
Headquarters newsletter. 

call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to 
offer assistance. The call center can provide service to non-English 
speaking customers. Customers will select 1 for English and 2 to 
speak with a Spanish speaking employee. For other languages, 
customers select 1 and indicate their language to the call center 
staff. 

 

 
Dairy Margin Coverage Program Enrollment for 2021 Opens 
Oct. 13 
Enhancements to Online Dairy Decision Tool Now Available 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting applications for the Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) program on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 for 2021 enrollment. 

Signup runs through Dec. 11, 2020. DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers 
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed 
price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. DMC payments 
triggered for seven months in 2019 and three months so far in 2020.  More than 23,000 operations 
enrolled in DMC in 2019, and more than 13,000 in 2020. 

To determine the appropriate level of coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can utilize 
the recently updated online dairy decision tool. The decision tool is designed to assist producers 
with calculating total premium costs and administrative fees associated with participation in DMC. 
An informational video is available, too.   

Improvements to the decision tool, made in cooperation with representatives from the University of 
Minnesota and University of Wisconsin, include historical analysis that illustrates what DMC 
indemnity payments might have been had the program been available over the previous two 
decades.  The analysis indicates that over the course of time, DMC payments made to producers 
exceed premiums paid. These decision tool enhancements provide a more comprehensive decision 
support experience for producers considering DMC.  

In addition to DMC, USDA offers a variety of programs that have helped dairy producers, including 
insurance, disaster assistance, and conservation programs. Most recently, the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 1 provided $1.75 billion in direct relief to dairy producers who faced price 
declines and additional marketing costs due to COVID-19 in early 2020. Now, signup is underway 
for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which provides another round of assistance for 
dairy producers and many other eligible producers. 

For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage, or contact your local USDA Service Center. 
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should 
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. Visitors are required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field 
work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, 
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and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More 
information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

 
USDA Announces Oct. 30 Deadline to Submit Wildfire, 
Hurricane Disaster Assistance Applications 
Final Opportunity for 2018 and 2019 Disaster Recovery Assistance 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced Friday, Oct. 30, 2020, as the deadline 
to submit applications for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus (WHIP+) for 2018 
and 2019 losses. USDA did not originally specify a deadline when the program was announced. 

WHIP+ compensates producers for losses due to hurricanes, floods, snowstorms, tornadoes, 
typhoons, volcanic activity, drought, excessive moisture, and wildfires occurring in calendar years 
2018 and 2019. Drought and excessive moisture were added as eligible losses for the program in 
March 2020.  To date, FSA has received more than 133,000 applications for WHIP+ disaster 
assistance and paid out nearly $1.4 billion in WHIP+ benefits. 

Next week, FSA will launch a new tool on the farmers.gov WHIP+ webpage to help producers 
understand eligibility for the program and whether they had possible losses in 2018 and 2019.  The 
tool will also allow producers an opportunity to provide information for FSA staff to reach out to 
them. 

FSA will announce soon the details for producers who experienced quality loss from 2018 and 2019 
natural disaster events authorized in appropriations legislation.  There will be a separate signup 
period for producers reporting quality loss. 

For more information or application assistance, visit farmers.gov WHIP+ webpage, or contact your 
local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should 
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. Visitors are required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field 
work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, 
and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More 
information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

 
FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections 
The 2020 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 2, 2020, when 
ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be 
postmarked, is Dec. 7, 2020. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a 
link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county 
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committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to 
make decisions on commodity price support programs, conservation programs, incentive indemnity 
and disaster programs for some commodities, emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees 
operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an 
entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters in local administrative areas who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their 
local USDA Service Center. 

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2021. 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2020 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA 
website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 
Obtaining Payments due to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of 
precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form 
FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify that the 
application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was 
signed by the applicable deadline by the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their 
behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the deceased 
participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to 
submit the form. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent. 



 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for 
Organic Certification 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for 
federal funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the 
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible certification expenses 
paid between Oct. 1, 2019, and Sept. 30, 2020, are due Oct. 31, 2020. 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for the 
costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. 
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic certification 
fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include 
application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement 
requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage. 

Changes in Reimbursement 

Due to expected participation levels for fiscal year 2020, FSA revised the reimbursement amount 
through fiscal year 2023. Certified producers and handlers are now eligible to receive 
reimbursement for up to 50 percent of the certified organic operation’s eligible expenses, up to a 
maximum of $500 per scope. 

This change is due to the limited amount of funding available and will allow a larger number of 
certified organic operations to receive assistance.  If additional funding is authorized later, FSA may 
provide additional assistance to certified operations that have applied for OCCSP, not to exceed 75 
percent of their eligible costs, up to $750 per scope. 

The changes to the payment calculation and maximum payment amount are applicable to all 
certified organic operations, regardless of whether they apply through an FSA county office or a 
participating state agency. State agencies that are interested in overseeing reimbursements to 
producers and handlers in their states must establish new agreements with FSA for fiscal 2020. 

More Information 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view the 
notice of funds availability on the Federal Register, or contact the FSA county office at your local 
USDA Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are 
open to visitors to conduct business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors 
wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other 
Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are 
open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and 
visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face 
covering during their appointment. 

To learn more about USDA support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic.  

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
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Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans 
are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in 
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. FSA farm loans have helped 
farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and 
living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand 
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their 
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the 
applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 
Maintaining Acreage Enrolled in CRP, ARC/PLC Programs 
Producers enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are reminded that acreage under 
contract must be maintained in accordance with their approved conservation plan. For most 
practices, this means enrolled fields must be free of any trees, brush, noxious weeds, gullies, and 
other erosion issues, and remain in croppable condition for the life of the contract. When a contract 
is set to expire and the contract holder requests to re-offer the acreage, a field visit will be made 
(prior to approval) to ensure the acreage is capable of being farmed in a normal, workmanship-like 
manner. If the area to be enrolled is not capable of being farmed, that area will not be eligible for 
CRP, unless certain practice provisions apply to an already existing/expiring tree practice. Also 
note, boundaries may be reduced if trees or brushy cover has grown up in the fence lines or along 
other existing boundaries. Producers should be aware of certain restrictions on maintenance 
activities, including mowing, so it is imperative to consult with your local FSA office prior to 
beginning any work.  

Producers with acreage enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs are reminded to protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind 
and water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC 
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound 
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on your 
farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate your contract for 
the program year.  

 
New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help! 
Are you new to farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started – everything 
from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice. Our team members, 
based at USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in 
more space and working the land, and we want to let you know we can help.  

Get Started with USDA 
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First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be 
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can 
help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID) 
and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to show you have control 
of the property to your FSA representative. If your operation is incorporated or an entity, you may 
also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter contracts 
with USDA. 

Access to Capital 

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when 
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or 
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular 
among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool. 

Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom 
line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan as well as apply for financial 
assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the 
conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video 
Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation 
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term, while a 
CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for lands with land that is not optimal for 
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of 
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and 
sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural 
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA, 
contact your local USDA service center or visit farmers.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing and Sharing 
Documents Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources 
Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box 
or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or 
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agricultural operations. Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS 
programs. 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. 
Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box 
account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and 
shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer 
with access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity. 

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software 
downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature 
through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification 
code sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, 
documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email 
address. Signed documents immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center staff. 

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in 
signing and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using 
eAuthentication for digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for 
producers to use when conducting business with FSA or NRCS. 

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan 
through a few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let 
Service Center staff know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new 
features. In most cases, one quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process. 

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and 
additional resources for conducting business with USDA online. 

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus 
pandemic, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Interest Rates and Dates to Remember 
Selected Interest Rates for October 2020 
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 1.250% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 2.250% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency Loans 2.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) 0.125% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) 0.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 0.500% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) 0.625% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) 0.750% 
Commodity Loans (1996-Present) 1.125% 
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Dates to Remember 
October 12, 2020 Columbus Day Holiday. FSA offices are closed. 
October 30, 2020 Deadline to submit applications for the Wildfire 

and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
(WHIP+) for 2018 and 2019 losses. 

October 31, 2020 Final date to submit applications for the Organic 
Certification Cost Share Program for certification 
costs paid Oct. 1, 2019, through Sept. 30, 2020. 

November 1, 2020 Final date to submit an application for payment 
for 2020 losses under Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP). 

November 2, 2020 County Committee election ballots mailed to 
eligible voters. 

November 11, 2020 Veterans Day Holiday. FSA offices are closed. 
November 20, 2020 NAP application closing date for apples, apricots, 

grapes, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, & 
blueberries. 

November 26, 2020 Thanksgiving Day Holiday. FSA offices are closed 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 
 

 


