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Gear Up for the 2022 Hurricane Season 
Hurricane season is officially underway, and it lasts until 
November 30. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) predicts that the 2022 hurricane 
season will be above normal in the Atlantic and produce 14 
to 21 named storms with six to 10 hurricanes and three to 
six major hurricanes.  Additionally, NOAA predicts that the 
eastern Pacific hurricane season will produce 10 to 17 
named storms, with four to eight hurricanes and zero to 

three major hurricanes. 

Take precautions to prepare and protect your family and agricultural operation. 

1. Develop an Emergency Plan - Ensure your household and employees know your 
hurricane plan, including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and alternate 
evacuation routes in case infrastructure is damaged. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223517125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2PxnY9mwQuyjjgIbUoCLlw7vWiq9wqlHnQfmJDXlMU4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223517125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gKOJrctuCFtfDQaBd6aJL6%2BT6Qu8RbLpJR54PZEwOxM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223517125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9tSmYi32v9KVJxMR%2F%2FgbnQwnbitknZsUrk5jy3HgUpE%3D&reserved=0


2. Remove Debris and Secure Large Objects - Clean out culverts, ditches, and 
other drainage areas, especially before and during peak hurricane season to 
reduce water damage. Most injuries to animals, people, or structures during a 
hurricane are caused by flying objects. To lessen the risk, minimize the presence 
of equipment, supplies, and debris that may become airborne during high winds or 
encountered in floodwaters. 

3. Secure Important Records and Documents- Pre- and post-hurricane 
documentation is extremely important for insurance compensation and recovery 
assistance. You’ll want to have thorough records of damages and losses 
sustained on your farm as well as documentation of your cleanup and recovery 
efforts.  

o It is critical to document inventory of farm buildings, vehicles, equipment, 
and livestock before a disaster occurs. Take photos, videos, or make 
written lists with descriptions. Keep copies of this inventory in multiple 
places: computer, off-site in a safe location, and on a cloud-based server 
where information is transmitted and saved weekly. 

4. Know Your Insurance Options- Regularly review your insurance policies with 
your agent to be sure you have adequate coverage, including flood insurance, for 
your facilities, vehicles, farm buildings, crops and livestock. Note, there are 
limitations on how soon insurance coverage will take effect. Generally, insurance 
policies will not cover damage if the policy was not in place before a disaster. 

5. Gather Supplies - Have drinking water, canned food, a generator, batteries, a 
flashlight, and fuel available in case you lose power. For widespread outages, 
credit and debit cards may not work, so have cash handy. 

6. Access Real-time Emergency Information- Download the FEMA app for free on 
the App Store and Google Play for safety tips on what to do before, during, and 
after disasters. Subscribe to our text message and email service to receive real-
time, local operational and recovery information from the Farm Service Agency, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and Risk Management Agency. 

On farmers.gov, the Hurricane Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners 
determine program or loan options. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers 
and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, 
they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? 
USDA Can Help  
USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in 
more space and working the land and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new 
to farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming – on 
everything from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice.    

Get Started with USDA 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/hurricane?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223517125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J2WFyYjE9SBjyVnTNYPF2y1Z8abtD3cvNTFTjSWafSk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might 
already be established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on 
file. If not, FSA can help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an 
employer ID) and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to 
your FSA representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is 
incorporated or an entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature 
authority and the legal ability to enter into contracts with USDA.   

Access to Capital 

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource 
when producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with 
purchasing land or equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, 
which are especially popular among producers with smaller farms. For more information, 
check out our Farm Loan Discovery Tool. 

Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your 
bottom line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan and apply for 
financial assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more 
about some of the conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our 
Conservation at Work Video Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a 
conservation easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Easements are long-term, while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good 
options for land that is not optimal for production or sensitive lands like wetlands and 
grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. 
There are many types of insurance products available for a wide variety of production 
practices, including organic and sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation 
districts, Rural Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get 
started with USDA, contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Eligibility for Nominations for the 2022 County 
Committee Elections  

https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve/conservation-at-work?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve/conservation-at-work?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FBeginning-Farmers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223673812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ThKuKAZ9gkZK%2BddwcpakMHI8oC8%2F5pWVarUMFZQX59U%3D&reserved=0


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow 
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair 
and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members 
are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a 
local decision making and farm program delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative 
areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and 
hold office as a committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following 
requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) 
participate or cooperate in any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) 
be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the 
county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving. A cooperating producer is 
someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation(s) but 
may not have applied or received FSA program benefits. 

All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by Aug. 1, 2022. For more information on FSA county committee 
elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office 
as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 

What’s New and Improved for Specialty Crop 
Producers? 
Does your operation include specialty crops? Whether you grow fruits, vegetables, tree 
nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, or nursery crops - USDA is here for you. 

Over the past year, USDA has stepped up our support of specialty crop producers and 
local and regional food systems. USDA believes specialty crop producers are integral to 
the food system of the future, and we are working to improve available options for 
specialty crop producers as well as ensure equity in program delivery. 

What’s New? 

The Risk Management Agency (RMA) rolled out a new insurance option for small-scale 
producers who sell locally, which is named Micro Farm.  This new insurance coverage 
option simplifies record keeping and covers post-production costs, such as washing and 
value-added products. It is available now, and you can learn more from an Approved 
Insurance Provider or your RMA specialty crop liaison. 

In addition to Micro Farm, RMA rolled out other new insurance options in the past year, 
including:  California Citrus Trees, Florida Citrus, Production and Revenue History 
option for Florida strawberries, and Hurricane Insurance Protection-Wind Index 
(HIP-WI). These new options either fill gaps in coverage or offer advantages over other 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223673812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fE%2Bi8EUofRr0%2FpZ%2FaVT9eYcudpplsU8aw3XN1I%2Fx%2BO8%3D&reserved=0


policies. Since 2020, producers weathered several major hurricanes.  The new HIP-WI 
played a crucial role in recovery with more than $250 million in indemnities paid so far with 
most payments issued in a matter of weeks following a hurricane.  

Interest in growing and insuring specialty crops has grown significantly with $1 billion in 
liabilities for 1990 to $22 billion in liabilities for 2021. (For more details, check out reports 
on our Specialty Crops webpage.) 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) also offered pandemic assistance for organic producers. 
The new Organic and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) 
provided assistance to help cover loss of markets, increased costs, labor shortages and 
expenses related to obtaining or renewing their organic certification. 

What’s Improved? 

In the past year, RMA made improvements to existing policies -- including Whole-Farm 
Revenue Protection, a key insurance option for specialty crop producers. Beginning in 
the 2021 crop year, direct market producers could report two or more commodities using a 
new combined direct marketing code. 

This reduced a tremendous burden for diversified producers and allowed them to receive 
a premium rate discount for diversification. For 2022, RMA increased coverage for organic 
and aquaculture producers and enabled organic producers to report certified organic 
acreage as long as the request for certification had been made by the reporting date, 
which provides additional flexibility to producers.    

 

Cover Crops Play a Starring Role in Climate 
Change Mitigation 

On your own land, you’ve probably seen evidence that 
climate change is happening – things like extreme weather 
events or changes in growing seasons over the years. 
America’s rural communities are on the frontlines of climate 
change, and now is the time for agriculture, forestry, and 

rural communities to act.  

There are various ways to help mitigate the effects of climate change on your land and 
improve your bottom line at the same time. One very effective way is by planting cover 
crops. 

Cover crops offer agricultural producers a natural and inexpensive climate solution 
through their ability to capture atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) into soils. But cover 
crops don’t just remove CO2 from the atmosphere, they also help make your soil healthier 
and your crops more resilient to a changing climate. 

Healthy soil has better water infiltration and water holding capacity and is less susceptible 
to erosion from wind and water. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2FNews-Room%2FPress%2FNational-News-Archive%2F2021-News%2F2021-News%2FReports-Interest-in-Crop-Insurance-for-Specialty-and-Organic-Crops-Grows-as-Options-Expand%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223673812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2ByDs9ZNw7ureXXTCRPCmq4XVl4lNVv2qfgqRP36cVv4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223673812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=19z2P%2FfodYeSwUCAbXVrit93Od6Yti1lBP933T72NcY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223673812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=19z2P%2FfodYeSwUCAbXVrit93Od6Yti1lBP933T72NcY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2FNews-Room%2FPress%2FNational-News-Archive%2F2021-News%2F2021-News%2FRMA-Makes-Improvements-to-Whole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223673812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RV6U4lYIXBwc%2Flcv%2FkEz1DJR2EQhV6fl3awqPmIe8zM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2FNews-Room%2FPress%2FNational-News-Archive%2F2021-News%2F2021-News%2FRMA-Makes-Improvements-to-Whole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223673812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RV6U4lYIXBwc%2Flcv%2FkEz1DJR2EQhV6fl3awqPmIe8zM%3D&reserved=0


Cover crops also trap excess nitrogen – keeping it from leaching into groundwater or 
running off into surface water – releasing it later to feed growing crops. This saves you 
money on inputs like water and fertilizer and makes your crops more able to survive in 
harsh conditions. 

USDA’s Cover Crop Support 

During the past year, USDA has made a number of strides to encourage use of cover 
crops. Earlier this month, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
formed a new partnership with Farmers For Soil Health. We also launched a new Cover 
Crop Initiative in 11 states through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), 
targeted $38 million to help producers mitigate climate change through adoption of cover 
crops. 

Working together, we can lead the way through climate-smart solutions that will improve 
the profitability and resilience of producers and foresters, open new market opportunities, 
and build wealth that stays in rural communities.  Our support for cover crops are part of a 
much broader effort at USDA to address climate change. To learn more, read USDA’s 
January 18, 2022 news release.  

Cover crops are not only good for rural communities, but also for urban areas. Late last 
year, the NRCS National Plant Materials Center planted cover crops in the urban garden 
in front of USDA’s Washington, D.C. Headquarters. See how cover crops are also great 
for the urban farmer or backyard gardener. 

To learn more, visit farmers.gov/conserve/soil-health, watch our Conservation at Work 
video on cover crops, or contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

Streamlining How You Find Information on 
Farmers.gov 
If you’ve been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time 
you were here. We’ve made some changes, to improve how you find information so that 
you can find what you need even more easily and efficiently.  

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page – it’s different now. It opens up, 
to show descriptions and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what’s 
where and reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over 
the years and the old navigation wasn’t designed for the load. Second, because you 
asked for it.  We analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the site and 
tested our new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers 
through surveys and live testing sessions.  

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are 
grouped and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also 
relabeled some of our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages 
or information you’ve used before may have different labels or be in new places.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fnational%2Fnewsroom%2Freleases%2F%3Fcid%3DNRCSEPRD1867846%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223829581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vK58%2FKCOdJ8cQoz19KW7A4TtXytAZFe%2BEQv3UoYTNXM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/18/us-agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-highlights-key-work-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/18/us-agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-highlights-key-work-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/cover-crops-benefit-both-commercial-farmers-and-urban-gardeners?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/conserve/soil-health?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Important changes:  

• The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and 
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.  

• The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to 
help you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your 
operation.  

• The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still 
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and 
preserve natural resources, and address conservation concerns.  

• The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with 
resources that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or 
improve your agricultural operation.  

• The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA 
resources that cater to your specific operation.  Information that was on 
the Connect page has been moved to the Contact Us page and the Get 
Involved page.  

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with 
important USDA announcements. We’ve recently created some new webpages, and 
updated some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There 
are even more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!  

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start 
by asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.  

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we 
looked for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re 
looking for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where 
testers tended to click during an exercise.  

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and 
told us how to speak using your words, and not legalese.  

Check out farmers.gov today! 

 

Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a 
delay in program benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 

https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and 
may be liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on 
the form or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in 
disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. 
Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, 
M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the 
acceptable program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible 
for the successful transmission and receipt of FAXED information.  

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in 
which either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has 
been provided to the county office.  

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, 
joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities.  Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a 
document on behalf of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and 
bind all members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may 
sign on behalf of each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification 
denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for 
general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an 
indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s 
name, capacity, and name of entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any 
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or 
business name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm 
operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any 
changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal 
entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their 
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating 
Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local County USDA Service Center. 

 



USDA Offers Water Quality-Focused Program 
That Builds on CRP Contracts 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing 
the signup period for its Clean Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers 
initiative (CLEAR30) — a nationwide opportunity for certain 
landowners and agricultural producers currently 
implementing water quality practices through the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to enroll in 30-year 
contracts, extending the lifespan and strengthening the 
benefits of important water quality practices on their land.   

Producers may apply for CLEAR30, a voluntary, incentive-based conservation program, 
from April 1, 2022, through Aug. 5, 2022.    

Cropland and certain pastureland currently enrolled in Continuous CRP or the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and dedicated to an eligible water 
quality practice such as riparian buffers, contour strips, grass waterways or wetland 
restoration may be eligible if their contracts are expiring by September 30, 2022.   

CLEAR30 contracts will be effective beginning Oct. 1, 2022. These long-term contracts 
ensure that conservation practices remain in place for 30 years, which improves water 
quality through reducing sediment and nutrient runoff and helping prevent algal blooms. 
Conservation in riparian areas also provides important carbon sequestration benefits. 
Traditional CRP contracts run from 10 to 15 years.  

About CLEAR30  

CLEAR30 was established in the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns. 
Originally, CLEAR30 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay 
watersheds; in 2021, FSA made CLEAR30 available to agricultural producers and 
landowners nationwide, and participation grew nearly seven-fold from 2020 to 2021.  

Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current 
Continuous CRP annual payment rate plus a 20 percent water quality incentive payment 
and an annual rental rate adjustment of 27.5 percent.     

How to Sign Up  

To sign up for CLEAR30, landowners and producers should contact their local USDA 
Service Center by Aug. 5, 2022.  Contact information can be found at 
farmers.gov/service-locator. Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/crp.        

More Information  

CLEAR30 is an option available through CRP, which is one of the largest voluntary 
private-lands conservation programs in the United States. CRP was originally intended to 
primarily control soil erosion and stabilize commodity prices by taking environmentally 
sensitive lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223829581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pbQj6FfmBVTpE44a%2FrWA6%2FgnmkyBvZlf%2BkkV8nc8C%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223829581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pbQj6FfmBVTpE44a%2FrWA6%2FgnmkyBvZlf%2BkkV8nc8C%2Fk%3D&reserved=0


 

numerous conservation and economic benefits. In addition to CLEAR30, signups are also 
open for Continuous CRP and Grassland CRP.   
 

 

 

Mississippi FSA State Office 
6311 Ridgewood Road 

Suite W100 
Jackson, MS 39211 

Phone: 601-965-4300 

State Executive Director  

Thaddeus Fairley, Sr. 

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-continuous-enrollment-period-factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223829581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GI1ru1wm%2BJ2Lw1MJSAjtHb0TxpfsYZADAPQ7OL2PMRo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Ffsa_crpgrasslands_workinglandsfactsheet_21.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C657abb74ae2b4dc8f1e108da6e704df3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637943726223829581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z0fmQw3%2Fy5SibnnYIn0Zi1BUP73eBj5%2BnY%2BeF08oLqg%3D&reserved=0

	In This Issue:
	Gear Up for the 2022 Hurricane Season
	New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help 
	Eligibility for Nominations for the 2022 County Committee Elections 
	What’s New and Improved for Specialty Crop Producers?
	Cover Crops Play a Starring Role in Climate Change Mitigation
	Streamlining How You Find Information on Farmers.gov
	Important changes: 

	Signature Policy
	Update Your Records
	USDA Offers Water Quality-Focused Program That Builds on CRP Contracts
	Mississippi FSA State Office

