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Eligibility for Nominations for the 2019 
County Committee Elections  

  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county committees are a critical component of the 
day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and 
local administration of federal farm programs. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fbulletins%2F253a3b8&data=01%7C01%7C%7C15e421a5d5cd471f69d208d7106e7e15%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=YU1ji5Qb7iImeoAwZjQfO48bWft05S%2FK3qOc779%2B75E%3D&reserved=0


  

  

  

  

  

  

State Executive Director:  
Robert A. (Bobby) Carson, Jr. 

State Committee: 
Bobby Moody-Chairman  
Scott Flowers 
Rita Seward 
Henry Reed 
Gale Martin 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms 

  

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural 
producers responsible for the fair and equitable administration of 
FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members 
become part of a local decision making and farm program 
delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members 
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a 
three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as 
a committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of 
the following requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in 
farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in 
any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) 
be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, 
and (6) reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which 
they will be serving. 

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked 
or received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2019. 
For more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and 
Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: 
fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 

 

Register Now for FSA Heirs' Property Listening Sessions 

 

Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI) 

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location. This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop 
Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). 

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign 
acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting 
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available 
to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report. 

 

USDA's Farm Service Agency will host two public listening sessions to obtain additional feedback 
on the 2018 Farm Bill provisions regarding the Heir's Property Relending Program, and issues 
surrounding heirs' property landowners obtaining farm numbers. The agency will take into account 
stakeholder input when making discretionary decisions on program implementation. 

Listening Session I is scheduled for July 31, 2019 in Jackson, Mississippi at the MS FSA 
State Office.  The deadline for online registration will be July 26, 2019 with onsite registration 
also available. Register online at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-
and-education/meeting-registration/index . 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/meeting-registration/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/meeting-registration/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


USDA Announces New Decision Tool for New Dairy Margin 
Coverage Program  

USDA announced the availability of a new web-based tool – developed in partnership with the 
University of Wisconsin – to help dairy producers evaluate various scenarios using different 
coverage levels through the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized DMC, a voluntary risk management program that offers financial 
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed 
cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. It replaces the 
program previously known as the Margin Protection Program for Dairy. Sign up for this USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) program opened on June 17. 

The University of Wisconsin launched the decision support tool in cooperation with FSA and funded 
through a cooperative agreement with the USDA Office of the Chief Economist. The tool was 
designed to help producers determine the level of coverage under a variety of conditions that will 
provide them with the strongest financial safety net. It allows farmers to simplify their coverage level 
selection by combining operation data and other key variables to calculate coverage needs based 
on price projections. 

The decision tool assists producers with calculating total premiums costs and administrative fees 
associated with participation in DMC. It also forecasts payments that will be made during the 
coverage year. 

For more information, access the tool at fsa.usda.gov/dmc-tool. For DMC sign up, eligibility and 
related program information, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New 
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered 
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program, 
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to 
the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP 
coverage. 

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage 
is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, 
or prevent crop planting.   

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-bill%2Ffarm-safety-net%2Fdairy-programs%2Fdmc-decision-tool%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7C15e421a5d5cd471f69d208d7106e7e15%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=DYh%2B73aI8FrHB%2BxlvQtdXcEAv7n2ZYwXq2SXJCZeQBs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-bill%2Ffarm-safety-net%2Fdairy-programs%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7C15e421a5d5cd471f69d208d7106e7e15%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=rTSqaK3wMCMQRMLLlEiArL%2BVYqA1aKf4blvyNXStArM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-bill%2Ffarm-safety-net%2Fdairy-programs%2Fdmc-decision-tool%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7C15e421a5d5cd471f69d208d7106e7e15%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=DYh%2B73aI8FrHB%2BxlvQtdXcEAv7n2ZYwXq2SXJCZeQBs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7C15e421a5d5cd471f69d208d7106e7e15%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=Pbo6JbMp0JoUkE0LWFmNL5LIU8tuY4Ekjobu9i6akiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffarmers.gov%2Fservice-locator%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7C15e421a5d5cd471f69d208d7106e7e15%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=LZwUfeARP3j205fJu%2BEp00v0ifTf7V%2FOyKnNLOg3NhY%3D&reserved=0


ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance 

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and 
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to 
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a 
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled 
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year. 

 

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or 
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers 

Retired or retiring landowners or operators are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or underserved farmers or ranchers through the 
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for 
up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family 
member. 

Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis. Beginning, veteran or underserved farmers and 
ranchers and retiring CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning one year before the expiration 
date of the CRP contract or Aug. 23. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 
30, 2019, the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP beginning June 3, 2019, through Aug. 23, 
2019. The Aug. 23 deadline allows the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) time to 
complete the TIP sustainable grazing or crop production conservation plans. The TIP application 
must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. 

New landowners or renters must return the land to production using sustainable grazing or farming 
methods. 

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters during 
calendar year 2019 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event 
or the date when the loss is apparent. 

TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fconservation%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7C15e421a5d5cd471f69d208d7106e7e15%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=APJNY8%2BQfJBqrZ4bFe1FzHVJh%2BOASbJ7KxfZTfTAau8%3D&reserved=0


trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres 
annually.

 

Livestock Losses 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock 
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals 
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 

LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, 
wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock 
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry 
and management. 

For 2019 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of 
when the loss is first apparent. 

Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later 
than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition 
occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 

• Copy of growers contracts  

• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March 
1, 2020. 

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Guaranteed Loan Program 

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes. 

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,750,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 


