
 

Minnesota FSA Updates - November 16, 2022 

In this Issue: 

• USDA Provides Payments of nearly $800 Million in Assistance to Help 
Keep Farmers Farming 

• USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance Equity and 
Customer Service 

• USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and Forest Manager 
Prospective Customer Survey 

• USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for 
Specialty Crop Growers   

• FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 

• Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right for You? 

• USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement 
Weather 

• Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

• USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve 
Property 

• Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers 

• Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets 
Conservation Compliance  

 

State Executive Director Comments 

With harvest wrapping up across the state, we’ve been busy at Minnesota FSA tracking 
drought conditions and getting ready for sign up periods for the next growing season. 
USDA has recently designated 22 counties as primary disaster areas due to drought, with 
19 contiguous counties also qualifying for FSA Emergency Loans. Emergency loans can 
be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such 
as equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or the refinancing of 
certain debts. The primary counties eligible are Anoka, Brown, Carver, Cottonwood, 
Dakota, Hennepin, Le Sueur, Lincoln, Lyon, McLeod, Murray, Nicollet, Pipestone, 
Ramsey, Redwood, Renville, Rice, Scott, Sibley, Washington, Wright, and Yellow 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..gZm2XjCVXtauMXHFFmygqBBKY4CV-y_Uir8tIs2VBBA/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l


Medicine. Contact your local USDA Service Center to ask questions about available 
programs. 

USDA has launched a new online tool to help farmers better navigate the FSA Farm Loan 
Application process. Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool and follow the 
prompts to complete the Eligibility Self- Assessment. The online tool is a great first step to 
explore the loan programs you may qualify for and to get started on your loan journey with 
FSA. 

Organic crop and dairy farm financial performance data is now available from a new 
University of Minnesota (UMN) report, 2020-2021 Organic Farm Performance in the Upper 
Midwest: Whole Farm and Enterprise Reports. The report includes whole farm and 
enterprise returns as well as traditional financial indicators for organic and organic 
transition row crops and dairies in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Data for the report comes 
from the Farm Business Management (FBM) programs in each state as part of a UMN-led 
benchmarking project in collaboration with the Minnesota State Agricultural Centers of 
Excellence and the Center for Farm Financial Management. The project is funded by the 
USDA Organic Research and Extension Initiative Program (2019-51300-30484). 
Scholarships are available through the project to partially off-set FBM programming and 
tuition costs for certified and transitioning organic farmers. Learn more about the organic 
benchmarking cost share program and apply for scholarships online. Find organic reports 
from previous years and read the full press release online. Producers can contact Gigi 
DiGiacomo at gigid@umn.edu with any questions. 

FSA County and Urban Ag Committee ballots are being mailed out to all eligible 
agricultural producers and private landowners across the country. Elections for County 
Committee members are occurring in certain Local Administrative Areas in each of your 
respective counties. These committee members make important decisions about how 
federal farm programs are administered locally. Please take the time to vote and return 
your ballots to your local FSA service center or mailed by December 5, 2022. 

Finally, Minnesota FSA is excited to be hiring our first dedicated position for urban 
agriculture. An Urban County Executive Director position is currently open on 
USAjobs.gov under Announcement Number: URAG-11709697-23-MN-KW. Applications 
will be accepted through November 28, 2022. Please share with anyone who may be 
interested in serving our urban farming community! 

Wishing you all a safe and healthy November! 

Respectfully, 

Whitney Place, State Executive Director 
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USDA Provides Payments of nearly $800 Million 
in Assistance to Help Keep Farmers Farming 

USDA is focused on generating long-term stability and success for distressed borrowers. 

USDA announced that distressed borrowers with qualifying USDA farm loans have 
already received nearly $800 million in assistance, as part of the $3.1 billion in assistance 
for distressed farm loan borrowers provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA). The IRA directed USDA to expedite assistance to distressed 
borrowers of direct or guaranteed loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) whose operations face financial risk. 

This announcement kicks off a process to provide assistance to distressed farm loan 
borrowers using several complementary approaches, with the goal of keeping them 
farming, removing obstacles that currently prevent many of these borrowers from returning 
to farming, and improving the way that USDA approaches borrowing and servicing. 
Through this assistance, USDA is focused on generating long-term stability and success 
for distressed borrowers. 

Work has already started to bring some relief to distressed farmers. As of today, over 
13,000 borrowers have already benefited from the resources provided under the Inflation 
Reduction Act as follows: 

• Approximately 11,000 delinquent direct and guaranteed borrowers had their 
accounts brought current. USDA also paid the next scheduled annual installment 
for these direct loan borrowers giving them peace of mind in the near term. 

• Approximately 2,100 borrowers who had their farms foreclosed on and still had 
remaining debt have had this debt resolved in order to cease debt collections and 
garnishment relieving that burden that has made getting a fresh start more difficult. 

In addition to the automatic assistance already provided, USDA has also outlined steps to 
administer up to an additional $500 million in payments to benefit the following distressed 
borrowers: 



• USDA will administer $66 million in separate automatic payments, using COVID-
19 pandemic relief funds, to support up to 7,000 direct loan borrowers who used 
FSA’s disaster-set-aside option during the pandemic to move their scheduled 
payments to the end of their loans. 

• USDA is also initiating two case-by-case processes to provide additional 
assistance to farm loan borrowers. Under the first new process, FSA will review 
and assist with delinquencies from 1,600 complex cases, including cases in which 
borrowers are facing bankruptcy or foreclosure. The second new process will add 
a new option using existing direct loan servicing criteria to intervene more quickly 
and help an estimated 14,000 financially distressed borrowers who request 
assistance to avoid even becoming delinquent. 

More details on each of the categories of assistance, including a downloadable fact sheet, 
are available on the Inflation Reduction Act webpage on farmers.gov. 

Similar to other USDA assistance, all of these payments will be reported as income and 
borrowers are encouraged to consult their tax advisors. USDA also has resources and 
partnerships with cooperators who can provide additional assistance and help borrowers 
navigate the process. 

The announcement today is only the first step in USDA’s efforts to provide assistance to 
distressed farm loan borrowers and respond to farmers and to improve the loan servicing 
efforts at USDA by adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary restrictions. Additional 
announcements and investments in assistance will be made as USDA institutes these 
additional changes and improvements. 

This effort will ultimately also include adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary 
restrictions through assistance made possible by Congress through the IRA. Further 
assistance and changes to the approach will be made in subsequent phases. 

Background 

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans, which do not 
include farm storage facility loans or marketing assistance loans.  With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of IRA, USDA is taking action to 
immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose operations are at 
financial risk while working on making transformational changes to how USDA goes about 
loan servicing in the long run so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and 
opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with 
agricultural operations and remain in good financial standing. 

In January 2021, USDA suspended foreclosures and other adverse actions on direct farm 
loans due to the pandemic and encouraged guaranteed lenders to follow suit. Last week, 
USDA reiterated this request to guaranteed lenders to provide time for the full set of IRA 
distressed borrower assistance to be made available before lenders take irreparable 
actions. 

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on 
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 
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Producers can also call the FSA call center at 877-508-8364 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Eastern. USDA has tax-related resources available at farmers.gov/taxes. 

 

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to 
Enhance Equity and Customer Service 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new 
online tool to help farmers and ranchers better navigate the 
farm loan application process. This uniform application 
process will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive 
equal support and have a consistent customer experience 
with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of their 
individual circumstances.   

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among 
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application 
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-
by-step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a 
USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan 
application in one tool.  

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-
assistance-tool  and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the 
prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The 
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari 
browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.   

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will 
be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and 
tools that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:  

• A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages.  

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents 
such as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity 
of calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment. 

Background  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is 
taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose 
operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational changes to loan 
servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to 
address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.  
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USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and 
Forest Manager Prospective Customer Survey 

 

Are you a farmer, rancher or forest manager? Please share your vital feedback with USDA 
by taking a nationwide survey at farmers.gov/survey! The survey is completely 
anonymous, will take about 10 minutes to complete, is available in multiple languages, 
and will be open until March 31, 2023. The survey focuses on gathering feedback about 
the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Risk 
Management Agency. 

All farmers, ranchers and forest managers are encouraged to take the survey. USDA 
would especially like to hear from prospective customers: those who don’t know about 
USDA or have yet to work with USDA, and those who were unable to participate in the 
past. The survey will help USDA enhance support, improve programs and services, 
increase access, and advance equity for new and existing customers. 

 

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food 
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers   

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who 
incur eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety 
certification in calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for 
Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to 
comply with regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification 
requirements, which is part of USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system to 
create a more level playing field for small and medium producers and a more balanced, 
equitable economy for everyone working in food and agriculture.   

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 
food safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is 
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an 
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from 
Hollis, N.H., where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to 
help reduce costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding 
to cut regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire 
and across the nation. 
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Program Details  

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety 
certification in calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage 
of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as 
a portion of their related expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the 
definition of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses 
related to the 2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 

• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 

• Food safety certification. 

• Certification upload fees. 

• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and 
veteran farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be 
found at farmers.gov/food-safety. 

Applying for Assistance  

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and 
the application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments 
at the time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. 
If calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be 
prorated.  

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with 
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service 
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. 

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility 
information and forms needed to apply.  

 

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment 
Offers 
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The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for 
specific conservation practices under the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in 
the program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land 
from agricultural production and to plant species that will 
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s 
long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to 

improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts 
for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain 
conservation practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous 
enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are 
automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility 
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program Right for You? 

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and 
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for 
these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insured crops 
impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop 
planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically 
for food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities 
such as value loss crops like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, 
and many others. Contact your FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and 
county. 

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage 
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For 
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for 
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records 
are maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by 
crop, so it is important to contact your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you 
don’t miss an application closing date.  
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At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic 
Provisions, which describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to 
maintain NAP coverage. NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their 
production in non-loss years to ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual 
operation.  

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops 
and number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of 
$325 per crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of 
$1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply 
when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per 
person or legal entity depending on the maximum payment limitation that may apply to the 
NAP covered producer. The service fee can be waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, 
and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also receive 
a 50 percent reduction in the premium. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with 
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 

Severe weather events create significant challenges and 
often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. 
Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may 
suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with 
recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage 
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice 
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for 
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, 
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk 
management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ludHJhbmV0LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9kYW0vZmZhc2Zvcm1zL2N1cnJlbnRmb3Jtcy5hc3A_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.EY_od149ne3V7MBMK9RHy3P52ChSpm-UZCsFLERYL6A/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ludHJhbmV0LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9kYW0vZmZhc2Zvcm1zL2N1cnJlbnRmb3Jtcy5hc3A_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.EY_od149ne3V7MBMK9RHy3P52ChSpm-UZCsFLERYL6A/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvQXNzZXRzL1VTREEtRlNBLVB1YmxpYy91c2RhZmlsZXMvRmFjdFNoZWV0cy9ub25pbnN1cmVkX2Nyb3BfZGlzYXN0ZXJfYXNzaXN0YW5jZV9wcm9ncmFtLW5hcC1mYWN0X3NoZWV0LnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.bucUOUZPEtMihiZE1LIGLoEVjS5389u8qYE8y1xv43Y/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1zdGF0dXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.5fAaVvHUtNfo6Hpwok81DC5OFg8M4jVKBCk82tn8hWo/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ybWEudXNkYS5nb3YvRmVkZXJhbC1Dcm9wLUluc3VyYW5jZS1Db3Jwb3JhdGlvbj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.ZtlDN4ONaf2idmIZAAqUXnIkILRNX_i7vM_ZkafeOjg/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9ub25pbnN1cmVkLWNyb3AtZGlzYXN0ZXItYXNzaXN0YW5jZS9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.0F_OcBdwm2_8gOm2x1gK08U9WgFc7F5hmjc339oGomM/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9ub25pbnN1cmVkLWNyb3AtZGlzYXN0ZXItYXNzaXN0YW5jZS9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.0F_OcBdwm2_8gOm2x1gK08U9WgFc7F5hmjc339oGomM/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ybWEudXNkYS5nb3YvVG9waWNzL1NwZWNpYWx0eS1Dcm9wcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.8isDMJc9qxdAZO58_qjTuZYJCtxDWXlBg3FD-Gw5JIQ/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ybWEudXNkYS5nb3YvVG9waWNzL1NwZWNpYWx0eS1Dcm9wcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.8isDMJc9qxdAZO58_qjTuZYJCtxDWXlBg3FD-Gw5JIQ/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2staW5kZW1uaXR5L2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.q_z_o75AvV7m8OnRvBqmkfEoFvC_QotdDruxDIrE_qo/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9lbWVyZ2VuY3ktYXNzaXN0LWZvci1saXZlc3RvY2staG9uZXktYmVlcy1maXNoL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.qYIiEVgGBePEUY22ALqu2CntMb_Ifc569Gq1gIi7L38/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9lbWVyZ2VuY3ktYXNzaXN0LWZvci1saXZlc3RvY2staG9uZXktYmVlcy1maXNoL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.qYIiEVgGBePEUY22ALqu2CntMb_Ifc569Gq1gIi7L38/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2stZm9yYWdlL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.So2unA_vtFfnti6Jn0anqwl1NWU5NzIe3qojpBhVDfo/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3OTYwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2stZm9yYWdlL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.So2unA_vtFfnti6Jn0anqwl1NWU5NzIe3qojpBhVDfo/s/1575137940/br/148354330454-l


have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the 
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or 
trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers 
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 

• Production records 

• Vaccination records 

• Bank or other loan documents 

• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like 
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from 
natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 
you determine program or loan options. 
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While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue 
an agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.    

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has 
provided priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected 
to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the 
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African 
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 

 

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These 
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans 
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming 
operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, 
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 
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Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the 
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans 
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service 
Center  or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers 

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased 
producer, all program conditions for the payment must have been met before the 
applicable producer’s date of death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of 
precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 

• the surviving spouse 

• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 

• surviving father and mother 

• surviving brothers and sisters 

• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the 
State law 

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must 
file a form FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office 
will verify that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting 
payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by the deceased or a person 
legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
deceased participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased 
program participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are 
subject to offset regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain 
program benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has 
been declared incompetent. 
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Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your 
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance  

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of 
land from native vegetation to commodity crop production 
after December 23, 1985.  As part of the conservation 
provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re 
proposing to produce agricultural commodities (crops that 
require annual tillage including one pass planting operations 
and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly 
erodible and that has no crop history prior to December 23, 

1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that 
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or 
system on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. 
This includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price 
support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require 
annual tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
and Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into 
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered 
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a 
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the 
predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may 
affect wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance 
with the wetland conservation provisions. 

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with 
your local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the 
highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation 
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

Minnesota USDA Farm Service Agency 

375 Jackson Street, Suite 400 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
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Phone: 651-602-7700 
Fax: 855-719-9917 

Minnesota Farm 
Service Agency 
State Executive 
Director: 
Whitney Place 

To find contact information for your local USDA Farm Service 
Agency Office go to: www.fsa.usda.gov/mn 

Division Leaders: 
Cassie Buck 
Lee Crawford 
Calvin Gellatly 
Angela Hanson 
Daniel Mahoney 
Glenn Schafer  

Minnesota State Committee: 
Eunice Biel, Committee Chairperson 
Hannah Bernhardt, Committee Member  
Kurt Blomgren, Committee Member  
Lisa Brunner, Committee Member 
Tim Velde, Committee Member 

  

   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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