
November 2016 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

• Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers Producers a Voice to Report 
Drought Impacts 

• Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  
• Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
• USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and Handling Equipment 
• New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of Farmers 
• Livestock Forage Losses 
• Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
• Beginning Farmer Loans 

 

Massachusetts FSA Newsletter 
 

State Farm Service 
Agency 

445 West Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 
413-253-4500 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ma 

State Executive 
Director: 
Jon Niedzielski 

State Committee 
James Larkin, Chair 
Donald Leab 
H. Michael Smolak, Jr. 
Adrienne Mollor 
Shelley Szawlowski-
Smiarowski 

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 

Document the Drought: USDA 
U.S. Drought Monitor Offers 
Producers a Voice to Report 
Drought Impacts 
The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers 
producers an opportunity to submit drought impact 
and condition reports.  

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and the University 
of Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought 
Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows 
producers to report local drought impacts and 
conditions.   

The report allows producers to: 

• Provide a written description of drought 
impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.; 

• Select categories to show losses and gains 
as a result of the drought; 
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or county at 
offices.usda.gov. 

  

• Report on the duration of drought event; 
• Select Affected Places – geographic areas 

ranging from an entire state to a small area 
within a state; 

• Submit images that document the drought 
and its impact; 

• Provide contact information (includes an 
option to keep information confidential).    

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects 
of the drought can be accessed at the following link: 
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/   

More information including state specific drought 
impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought 
Monitor homepage: 
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx  

 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
Program  
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated 
primary or contiguous disaster areas who are unable 
to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should 
consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program.  

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses 
as a result of a natural disaster and is intended to 
relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. 
FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the 
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to 
continue on a viable scale.  

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the 
term of their loan in order to qualify.   

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the 
disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written 
request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the 
debt along with production records and financial 
history for the operating year in which the disaster 
occurred. FSA may request additional information 
from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.   

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days 
past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than 
one installment on each loan.   

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on 
the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or 
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before the final due date of the loan.   

For more information, contact your local FSA farm 
loan office.  

 

 
Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports will 
begin on August 1, 2016.  

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax 
or letter.  

 
USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products 
to Market Quickly  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase 
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option 
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized 
producers, grow their businesses and markets.  

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than 
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three 
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is 
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who 
may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can 
invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply.  

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat 
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage.  

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers 
USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve 
new and beginning farmers and ranchers. A new, tailored web tool was designed to connect 
burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.   

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site 
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.   

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet.  

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.   

The announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.  

 
Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in all Massachusetts counties, now including Berkshire County, are eligible to apply for 
2016 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on small grain, native pasture, improved 
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pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.   

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.   

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.   
 
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation 
no later than January 30, 2017 for 2016 losses.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your 
local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. Additional 

program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
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write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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