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USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for Timber 
Harvesters and Haulers 

USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief to timber harvesting and timber hauling 
businesses that have experienced losses due to COVID-19 as part of USDA’s Pandemic 
Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and truckers can apply for assistance through 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22 through Oct. 15, 2021. The Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) is administered by FSA in 
partnership with the U.S. Forest Service. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the timber 
industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross revenue 
loss of at least 10% during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of 
Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to apply. 

Program Details 

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or timber 
hauling business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or more of the 
following: 

• Cutting timber. 

• Transporting timber. 

• Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to 
biochar, cutting to smaller lengths, etc.). 
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Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019, through 
Dec. 1, 2019, minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1, 2020, 
multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an initial payment equal to the lesser of the calculated 
payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. A second payment will be made 
after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds. 

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000. 

Applying for Assistance 

Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-
1118, Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and 
certifying to their gross revenue for 2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional 
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more information on how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by 
mail, fax, hand delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and 
truckers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak 
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 

FSA Can Help with On-Farm Propane Storage 
Winter months in Maine can be long and cold, and for several years, farmers have faced 
propane storage shortages. FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides 
funding for on-farm liquified petroleum tanks. 

FSFL low-interest financing can be used to build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase 
portable (new or used) structures, equipment, storage and handling trucks. Liquified 
petroleum tanks are covered for eligible commodities for the use of fuel for grain dryer 
equipment.  

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, while loans 
exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including conventional 
operations, small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and 
farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about FSFLs and how these loans can help with your on-site propane tank 
storage needs, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers  
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is 
required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is 
to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a 
farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially 
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successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact 
your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 

USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting 
Rules Unchanged in 2018 Farm Bill 

Fruit, vegetable and wild rice producers will continue to follow the same rules for certain Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) programs. 

If you intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs, you are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, 
vegetables or wild rice are planted on payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not 
apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on 
acres not considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that are 
eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited 
fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments. Eligibility 
for succeeding years is not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the 
acre-for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the 
base acres of an ARC enrolled farm using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 
percent of the base acres of an ARC enrolled farm using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a 
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 

Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans  
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet 
the lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan 
through a lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 
percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both 
farm ownership and operating purposes.  

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair 
buildings, develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, 
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,776,000. Repayment terms 
vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to 
exceed 40 years. 

For more information on guaranteed loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 
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Understanding the U.S. Drought Monitor 
Are drought conditions affecting your agricultural operation? The U.S. Drought Monitor 
(USDM) is a resource producers can use to help determine how to best respond and react to 
a drought as it develops or lingers. 

The USDM is an online, weekly map showing the location, extent, and severity of drought 
across the United States. It categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of 
drought. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions for the week. 

The USDM provides producers with the latest information about drought conditions where 
they live, enabling producers to best respond and react to a drought as it develops or lingers. 
In some cases, the USDM may help a producer make specific decisions about their operation, 
such as reducing the stocking rate because forage is not growing. For others, it may provide a 
convenient big-picture snapshot of broader environmental conditions. 

The USDM incorporates varying data – rain, snow, temperature, streamflow, reservoir levels, 
soil moisture, and more – as well as first-hand information submitted from on-the-ground 
sources such as photos, descriptions, and experiences. The levels of drought are connected 
to the frequency of occurrence across several different drought indicators. What makes the 
USDM unique is that it is not a strictly numeric product. The mapmakers rely on their judgment 
and a nationwide network of 450-plus experts to interpret conditions for each region. They 
synthesize their discussion and analysis into a single depiction of drought for the entire 
country. 

USDA uses the Drought Monitor to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought 
assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or 
Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres. 

Additionally, the Farm Service Agency uses the Drought Monitor to trigger and “fast track” 
Secretarial Disaster Designations which then provides producers impacted by drought access 
to emergency loans that can assist with credit needs. 

Learn more about the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

 

Applying for Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural 
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. 
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce 
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and 
educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 
legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
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• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 

• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 
outlined above 

• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 
guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

NRCS Maine Welcomes New Fisheries Biologist 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Maine is 
pleased to welcome our new Fisheries Biologist Chris Reidy. 
Reidy comes to Maine from NRCS-Oregon where he was the 
State Wetlands Biologist and lead planner on the State 
Wetlands Team for the past nine years. He worked closely with 
field offices to provide planning and project management 
technical assistance for aquatic restoration projects, including 
instream habitat, stream connectivity and wetland restoration 

projects. Through his 25 years with NRCS he has also worked as a Biologist and/or Soil 
Conservationist with NRCS in Alaska, Indiana, New York, and Michigan. 

He received a  B.S. in Fisheries from the State University of New York College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry and a M.S. in Plant Ecology from Ball State 
University.  Chris originally hails from Vermont and spent much of his childhood in pursuit of 
trout in southern New Hampshire brooks.  In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with his 
family hiking, birding, hunting, fishing, and photographing plants, bugs, birds, and other things 
of interest. His official start date with NRCS-Maine was June 20. 

If you have any questions about how NRCS can assist you with aquatic restoration or stream 
connectivity on your property, contact Chris at chris.reidy@usda.gov. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in any 
meeting/event/function should contact Mary Anne Coffin at 207-990-9140 or Federal Relay 
Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors with 
masks. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 
Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 
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