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Message from Craig A. McCain, FSA State 
Executive Director 
The Season for Thanksgiving is upon us again! Recognizing that 
our thanksgiving should not be confined by a season, a holiday or a 
calendar, we have set aside the last Thursday in November as a 
Day of Thanksgiving. The earliest settlers of our Country began a 
tradition of giving thanks for the abundant natural resources 
available to them and the harvest provided by these resources. 
While the challenges faced by today’s farmers and ranchers are 
real and immediate, in many ways those challenges are similar to 
those faced by their peers throughout history. Yet somehow, our 
ancestors found a way and a reason to give thanks. As you prepare 
to celebrate this season in your own manner, the Farm Service 
Agency would like to recognize and thank you for your contributions 
of food and fiber, as well as for your many sacrifices. FSA is here to 
provide you with support, financial and otherwise, which is 
designed to mitigate the many risks that you face. We are thankful 
for you and for the opportunity to serve you. 
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Next State Committee 
Meeting:  
To be determined 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or parish. 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/la 

Louisiana FSA now offers 
SMS texting; receive text 
message alerts on your cell 
phone regarding important 
deadlines, reporting 
requirements and updates. 

Contact your local FSA 
Office for more information. 

Again, on behalf of the staff of the Louisiana Farm Service Agency, 
please allow me to say “Thank you” for what you do each day to 
serve the needs of the United States of America and of the entire 
World and as the Secretary says “Do Right and Feed Everyone”! 

Wishing you the best in this season of Thanksgiving! 

 
Upcoming Important Dates 

• Sept. 3 - March 15, 2020 is the signup period for 2019 
ARCPLC 

• Sept. 11 - ongoing into 2020 is the signup period for 
WHIP+ 

• Oct. 7 - June 30, 2020 is the signup period for 2020 
ARCPLC 

• Nov. 28 - USDA Service Centers will be closed in 
observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday 

• Dec. 2 - County Committee election ballots must be 
postmarked or return to you local FSA Office 

• Dec. 6 is the final date to sign-up for Market Facilitation 
Program (MFP) payments 

• Dec. 13 is the final date to enroll for 2020 Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) 

 

 
USDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Dairy Margin Coverage 
Program; Ends Dec. 13, 2019 
Dairy producers can now enroll in the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) for calendar year 2020. 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) opened signup for the program that helps producers manage 
economic risk brought on by milk price and feed cost disparities. 

The DMC program offers reasonably priced protection to dairy producers when the difference 
between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount 
selected by the producer. The deadline to enroll in DMC for 2020 is Dec. 13, 2019. 

Dairy farmers earned more than $300 million dollars from the program in 2019 so far. Producers are 
encouraged to take advantage of this very important risk management tool for 2020. 

All producers who want 2020 coverage, even those who took advantage of the 25 percent premium 
discount by locking in the coverage level for five years of margin protection coverage are required to 
visit the office during this signup period to pay the annual administrative fee. 

Dairy producers should definitely consider coverage for 2020 as even the slightest drop in the 
margin can trigger payments. 

More Information  

The 2018 Farm Bill created DMC, improving on the previous safety net for dairy producers. DMC is 
one of many programs that FSA and other USDA agencies are implementing to support America’s 
farmers.  

For more information on enrolling in DMC and taking advantage of an online dairy decision tool that 
assists producers in selecting coverage for 2020, visit the DMC webpage. 
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For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your 
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections  
The 2019 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 4, when ballots were 
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, 
is Dec. 2, 2019. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a 
link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county 
committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to 
make decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity 
and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees 
operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an 
entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters in local administrative area (Insert Number), who do not receive a ballot can obtain 
one from their local USDA Service Center. 

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2020. 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2019 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA 
website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
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ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Borrower Training 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all 
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to 
help the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and 
build equity in the operation.  It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower 
training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan 
Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 
USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program 
Enrollment Open through Dec. 6  

Signup is ongoing for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified 
trade retaliation from foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct 
payments to impacted producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The 
sign-up period runs through Dec. 6, 2019. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as 
dairy and hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, 
dry peas, extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, 
sorghum, soybeans, sunflower seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total 
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not 
dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible 
plantings cannot exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight 
payment on production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of 
live hogs owned on a day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019. 
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Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh 
grapes, fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each 
specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the 
case of ginseng, based on harvested acres in 2019. 

More Information 

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as 
market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third 
tranches will be made in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal 
entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a 
combined $250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than 
$500,000. Eligible applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 
2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average 
AGI for those tax years must have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also 
comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program 
application. 

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning, 
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx. 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   
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Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 
Payments to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of 
precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent. 

 
Livestock Inventory Records 
Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary 
in the event of a natural disaster. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock 
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMjEuMTMyMjE2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9uYXA_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.XlowXR1Clc9BdfTQQS8uLl4ZIQFKBdJmcxuoEChMwGQ%2Fbr%2F71735401722-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C43fa0e83e07a4b6277c108d76ebbe552%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637099625601665978&sdata=w0KnZyRA2hYAJ%2BhVvi4o7vSeD5xzgzBmqTbnmmCwL2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMjEuMTMyMjE2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vb2ZmaWNlcy51c2RhLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0._5otDTcVTrBFYN4D7FZbAXJ-NWKgVd3q4YH8Zkgd8GU%2Fbr%2F71735401722-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C43fa0e83e07a4b6277c108d76ebbe552%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637099625601675971&sdata=V3meb3DCzP%2FpnXwXcEF63k%2BZCn6WS6ybWjm6V04UYrU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMjEuMTMyMjE2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vcHJvZHdlYm5sYi5ybWEudXNkYS5nb3YvYXBwcy9BZ2VudExvY2F0b3IvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.OeKOUMrPLPPkOYgI9uOR0fct1P7lQCkUrnlcdwCIwUo%2Fbr%2F71735401722-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C43fa0e83e07a4b6277c108d76ebbe552%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637099625601675971&sdata=GbjPWRNiwDi8J8AlonvD7xTVXD9w7Gdhi%2Bs7Tcp0DY4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMjEuMTMyMjE2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2V3ZWJhcHAucm1hLnVzZGEuZ292L2FwcHMvY29zdGVzdGltYXRvci9EZWZhdWx0LmFzcHg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.tyM3GVyaC8UfRHWhPyY1TqWovxq-wDK4lBWetAm4LCE%2Fbr%2F71735401722-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C43fa0e83e07a4b6277c108d76ebbe552%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637099625601685966&sdata=lWhNY0YRmHT%2F%2FVPMa9mMwnme6%2B7%2FlwWSsXOwKrNp36o%3D&reserved=0


office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and 
receipts. 

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office. 

 
Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. 

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax 
or letter. 

 
Selected Interest rates for November 2019 

• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.500% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.000% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  3.500% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 1.500% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) —  1.500% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 1.625% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 1.625% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 1.750% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 1.750% 
• Commodity Loans — 2.625% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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