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USDA Market Facilitation Program 

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting 
farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation 
by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign 
up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide 
payments to corn (fresh and processed), cotton, dairy, hog, 
sorghum, soybean (fresh and processed), wheat, shelled almond, 
and fresh sweet cherry producers. An announcement about further 
payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.  

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with 
information and instructions provided at 
www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of 
eligible commodities who have been significantly impacted by 
actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional 
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, 
as payments will only be issued once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total 
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity. A 
second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA. 

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet. 

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows: 

• A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities 

• A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs 

• A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and 
almonds 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/id?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/id?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTA0Ljk0NDE3NjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwNC45NDQxNzY0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDA0MDA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&http://www.farmers.gov/mfp
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2018/Market_Facilitation_Program_Fact_Sheet_September_2018C.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of 
less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and 
Wetland Conservation regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline 

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not accurately 
represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any date between 
July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018, that correctly reflects their actual operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be completed at a 
local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or 
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.  

 

2018 Livestock Forage Losses 

Producers in Canyon, Payette, and Washington Counties are eligible to apply for 2018 Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native pasture and improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due 
to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the 
required supporting documentation no later than Jan. 30, 2019 for 2018 losses. 

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your local FSA 
office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar year 2018 
must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the loss is 
apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides 
financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, 
bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. 
Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees 
used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The eligible trees, bushes or vines 
must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, 
for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres annually. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.farmers.gov/mfp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, approved vegetative 
and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract after the practice has 
been established. Participants must also control undesirable vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), 
insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area.  

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted outside the 
primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Idaho is April 1 through August 1. However, spot 
treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, 
the weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot 
treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning 
the spot treatment. The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to 
maintain the approved cover.  

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 

 

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage Changes 
to July 15 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial forage for 
2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all states, except for 
Hawaii and Puerto Rico.  

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or failed 
acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for livestock owners. 
Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility. 

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following: 

• the established acreage reporting date (July 15) 

• 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported 

• the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period. 

 

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to provide 
farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their home computers. 
Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county 
office. 

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA data, such as 
base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program acreage, Highly Erodible 
Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field boundaries, farm imagery, name and 
address details, contact information and membership interest and shares in the operation. This data will be 
available in real time, at no cost to the producer and allow operators and owners to export and print farm 
records, including maps. Producers also can electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from 
their own personal computer. 

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This level of 
security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be obtained by going 
to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting your local FSA office to finalize 
access. 

http://www.eauth.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. To find your 
local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers 
Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts 

The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit drought impact 
and condition reports.  

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows producers to 
report local drought impacts and conditions. 

The report allows producers to: 

• Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.; 

• Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought; 

• Report on the duration of drought event; 

• Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a state; 

• Submit images that document the drought and its impact; 

• Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).  

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the following link: 
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/ 

More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought Monitor 
homepage: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx 

 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 

Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to ensure maximum use of 
their time and to make sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important business needs. Please call your 
local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that 
might be needed during your appointment. To find your local FSA office, visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers 
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, 
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down 
payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount 
for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to 
finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan 

http://offices.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/microloans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three 
years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation 
that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To 
find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve 
Property 

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing 
avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or 
underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized 
farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling 
over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with 
operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy 
percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand 
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. 
Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant directly from the 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA 
office. 

 

 

December 2018 Interest Rates and Important Dates 

Interest Rates:   

    

Farm Operating Loans – Direct: 4.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans – Direct: 4.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down   

Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher: 1.50% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years): 3.125% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years): 3.125% 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Important Dates to Remember: 

  

December 17, 2018: 2018 production due for NAP covered 
crops that have a 2019 acreage 
reporting date of 12/17. 

December 17, 2018 Acreage Reporting Deadline for fall 
alfalfa seed, fall canola, fall mint, fall-
seeded small grains, lentils, peas, fall 
rapeseed. 

December 25, 2018 Merry Christmas - Federal Holiday 
Offices Closed. 

January 1, 2019 Happy New Year - Federal Holiday 
Offices Closed. 

January 2, 2019: 2018 Honey production due for NAP 
participants.  2019 Acreage Reporting 
deadline for Honey.   

January 15, 2019: Marketing Facilitation Program Signup 
Deadline for Corn, Cotton, Dairy, 
Hogs, Sorghum, Soybean, Fresh Sweet 
Cherries, Shelled Almonds and Wheat 
Producers. 

January 30, 2019: 2018 Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) Application for 
Payment and supporting 
documentation deadline.  

March 1, 2019: 2018 Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP) Application for Payment 
deadline.  A notice of loss must be 
filed with the local FSA office by the 
later of 30 calendar days of when the 
loss is apparent to the owner or 
December 3, 2018.   

March 15, 2019: 2019 Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) Application 
Closing Date for spring planted crops 
(excluding annual planted mixed 
forage). 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


