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2016 ACREAGE REPORTING 
DATES  

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility 
requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop 
certification report by the applicable deadline.  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by 
county so please contact your local FSA office for 
a list of county-specific deadlines.   

The following exceptions apply to acreage 
reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the 
applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 
15 calendar days after planting is 
completed.  

 If a producer acquires additional acreage 
after the applicable acreage reporting 
date, then the acreage must be reported 
no later than 30 calendars days after 
purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be 
provided to the county office.  

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with 
the intended use of “cover only,” “green 
manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then 
the acreage must be reported by July 
15th.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/id
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Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier 
of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  
 
For questions regarding crop certification and crop 
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office. 

 
 

Changing Administrative Counties 
Producers who wish to transfer their farm records to a different administrative county for Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2016 must file a request no later than August 1, 2016. Restrictions do apply when transferring 
to an office other than the county in which the land is physically located. Contact your local FSA 
office for more information.  

 

USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic 
Farmers Create Conservation Buffers 

USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new 
conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.   

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or 
trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. 
In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract 
duration is between 10 and 15 years.   

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting 
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer 
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.   

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include:  

 The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55 
to 100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 
percent of expected production due to a natural disaster.  

 Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow 
needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and 
deficiency payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible 
commodity.  

 A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders, 
including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork.  



3 

 

 Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade 
storage facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and 
drying and handling equipment.  

 Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that 
can be provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent.  

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an 
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on 
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find 
your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to Managers Not 
Actively Engaged in Farming  

USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments are issued only to active managers 
of farms that operate as joint ventures or general partnerships, consistent with the direction and 
authority provide by Congress in the 2014 Farm Bill. The action, which exempts family farm 
operations, closes a loophole where individuals who were not actively part of farm management still 
received payments. 
 
Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively engaged” resulted in some general partnerships and 
joint ventures adding managers to the farming operation, qualifying for more payments, that did not 
substantially contribute to management. The rule applies to operations seeking more than one farm 
manager, and requires measureable, documented hours and key management activities each year. 
Some operations of certain sizes and complexity may be allowed up to three qualifying managers 
under limited conditions. The changes apply to payments for 2016 and subsequent crop years for 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, Loan Deficiency 
Payments (LDP) and Marketing Loan Gains (MLG) realized via the Marketing Assistance Loan 
program. 
 
As required by Congress, the new rule does not apply to family farms, or change regulations related 
to contributions of land, capital, equipment, or labor. The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop 
year for most farms. Farms that have already planted fall crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop 
year to comply. For more details, producers are encouraged to consult their local Farm Service 
Agency office  

 

Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends 
Aug. 1 

Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.   

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage.  

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/organic
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&104&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&105&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&106&&&http://offices.usda.gov/
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financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below 
the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.  

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers and Ranchers  

USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve 
new and beginning farmers and ranchers. A new, tailored web tool was designed to connect 
burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.   

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site 
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.   

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet.  

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&107&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&108&&&http://offices.usda.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&109&&&http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&110&&&http://www.usda.gov/documents/BFR-Commitment-Factsheet-10-27-15.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&111&&&https://www.purdue.edu/usda/employment/
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higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.   

The announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.  

 

USDA Offers Help to Fire-Affected Farmers and Ranchers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds farmers and ranchers affected by the recent 
wildfires in Alaska, California, Idaho, Oregon, Montana and Washington State that USDA has 
programs to assist with their recovery efforts.   

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist farmers and ranchers who lost livestock, grazing land, 
fences or eligible trees, bushes and vines as a result of a natural disaster. FSA administers a suite 
of safety-net programs to help producers recover from eligible losses, including the Livestock 
Indemnity Program, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program,  the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, and the Tree Assistance Program.   

In addition, the FSA Emergency Conservation Program provides funding and technical assistance 
for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and for carrying out 
emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought. Producers located in 
counties that received a primary or contiguous disaster designation are eligible for low-interest 
emergency loans to help them recover from production and physical losses. Compensation is also 
available to producers who purchased coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program, which protects non-insurable crops against natural disasters that result in lower yields, 
crop losses or prevented planting.   

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can assist producers with damaged grazing 
land as well as farmers, ranchers and forestland owners who find themselves in emergency 
situations caused by natural disasters. The NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
provides financial assistance to producers who agree to defer grazing on damaged land for two 
years. In the event that presidentially declared natural disasters, such as wildfires, lead to imminent 
threats to life and property, NRCS can assist local government sponsors with the cost of 
implementing conservation practices to address natural resource concerns and hazards through the 
Emergency Watershed Protection Program.   

Farmers and ranchers with coverage through the federal crop insurance program administered by 
the Risk Management Agency (RMA) should contact their crop insurance agent to discuss losses 
due to fire or other natural causes of loss. Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through 
private crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service 
Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator.  

When wildfires destroy or severely damage residential property, Rural Development (RD) can assist 
with providing priority hardship application processing for single family housing. Under a disaster 
designation, RD can issue a priority letter for next available multi-family housing units. RD also 
provides low-interest loans to community facilities, water environmental programs, businesses and 
cooperatives and to rural utilities.   
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http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&113&&&http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=usda-results-beginning-farmers.html
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For the first time in its 110-year history, the Forest Service, part of USDA, is spending more than 50 
percent of its budget to suppress the nation's wildfires.   

Today, fire seasons are 78 days longer than in the 1970s. Since 2000, at least 10 states have had 
their largest fires on record. This year, there have been more than 46,000 fires. Increasing 
development near forest boundaries also drives up costs, as more than 46 million homes and more 
than 70,000 communities are at risk from wildfire in the United States.   

Visit http://go.usa.gov/3eDeF to learn more about USDA disaster preparedness and response.  For 
more information on USDA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA Service 
Center. To find your local USDA Service Center go to http://offices.usda.gov   

 

Filing a Notice of Loss 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.   

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop.   

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 
 
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  
 
To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  
 
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&129&&&http://www.fs.fed.us/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&130&&&http://go.usa.gov/3eDeF
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&131&&&http://offices.usda.gov/
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Sugar Producers to be Eligible for Sugar Loans through 
Amalgamated Sugar Company  

Sugar producers are reminded to be eligible for program benefits (sugar loans), sugar must have 
been processed from beets delivered by a producer, owner, or operator who complies with HELC 
and WC provisions and producers are required to file:   

 Form AD-1026, Highly Erodible land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification  

 FSA-578, Report of Acreage, annually, before the final acreage reporting date established 
for the county   

Persons shall not be eligible for program benefits during the crop year in which the producer does 
not comply with HELC and WC provisions.            

 

MAL and LDP Policy Changes for Crop Years 2015-2018 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.   

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the 
original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional 
quantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when 
moving or commingling loan collateral.   

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey.  MALs provide producers interim 
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.  

FSA is now accepting requests for 2015 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.   

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers 
must meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member 
contribution.   

Additionally, form CCC-902 and CCC-901 must be submitted for the 2014 crop year, if applicable, 
with a county committee determination and updated subsidiary files.   

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested.  

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed 
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage 
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These 
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&132&&&http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf
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Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a 
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP.  

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain and 
Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without 
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 

Important Dates and April Interest Rates 

April Interest Rates  

Farm Operating Loans – Direct 2.375% 
Farm Ownership Loans – Direct – 3.50% 
Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher – 1.50% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) – 1.625% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years)- 2.00%  

Dates to Remember:  

July 15th, 2016 - Deadline for acreage reporting 
 
July 15th, 2016 – All 2015 production records due for crops with an acreage reporting date of July 
15 that are covered by NAP. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDI5LjU4NDQzMTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyOS41ODQ0MzE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Njg1NTc3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cG9sbHkuaG95dEBpZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&133&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

