
 

Idaho FSA Newsletter - October 14, 2021  
Farm Service Agency  |  Natural Resources Conservation Service  |  Risk Management Agency 

• USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
• FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections 
• Update Your Records 
• Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
• FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
• Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage Losses 
• Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property Relending Program 
• Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service 
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. 
Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land 
ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers, 
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and 
money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, 
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the 
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a 
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 
• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
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• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

 Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an 
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign 
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the 
recommended browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as 
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes.

 

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections 
The 2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 1, 2021, when ballots are 
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 6, 
2021. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link between 
the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA 
programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity price 
support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; 
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out 
federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person who 
is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also be 
eligible to vote. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or 
ranching operation(s) but may not have applied or received FSA program benefits. 

Eligible voters in a local administrative area, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA 
Service Center. 

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2022.
 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of 
address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office. 
You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You 
should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal 
entity.  
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FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the 
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local county USDA Service Center.
 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of 
address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office. 
You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You 
should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal 
entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the 
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your Local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
 

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after 
harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 
and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests 
for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat, 
upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), peanuts, wool, 
soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or 
adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be 
immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity certificates are 
not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA 
Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when 
payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment 
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds 
$900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn 
a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 
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For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov.

 

Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers could be eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on [small 
grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.] 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation no later than January 30, 2022, for 2021 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your local county 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

 

Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property Relending 
Program 
Intermediary lenders can now apply for loans through the new Heirs’ Property Relending Program (HPRP). 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting applications today through October 29, 2021, and 
cooperatives, credit unions and nonprofit organizations are encouraged to apply for these competitive loans, 
which ultimately will help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and succession 
issues. 

Through HPRP, FSA loans up to $5 million at a 1% interest rate to eligible lenders. Then, those eligible 
lenders will reloan funds to heirs to help resolve title issues by financing the purchase or consolidation of 
property interests and financing costs associated with a succession plan. 

How to Apply 

Intermediary lenders should apply by the October 29, 2021 deadline using the HPRP application form (FSA-
2637), which can be submitted to FSA by mail: 

FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs 
Loan Making Division 
STOP 0522 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

Additionally, FSA will host a webinar on September 15 at 2 p.m. ET for interested lenders, who can register or 
learn more on the FSA Outreach and Education webpage. 

Eligible Lenders 

Intermediary lenders must: 
• be certified as a community development financial institution, and 
• have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and commercial loans that are 

similar in nature. 
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If applications exceed the amount of available funds, FSA will prioritize applicants that both: 
• have at least 10 years or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers; and 
• are located in states that have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or adoption of the Uniform 

Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). A list of these states is available at gov/heirs/relending. 

 More Information 

Frequently asked questions (including those in Spanish, Thai and Chinese), the August 3, 2021 overview 
webinar, and other resources can be found on farmers.gov/heirs/relending. 

After the loans are announced, USDA will distribute information for heirs on how to apply. Information for 
heirs is also on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

 

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is required for all 
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help the 
applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build equity in 
the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a 
fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.

 

 

 

  
Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

  

Acting State Executive Director 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Farm Programs Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Acting Farm Loan Chief 

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654 
curtis.warner@usda.gov 
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Idaho FSA State Committee:  Acting SED 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

 

Note: To check the status of your FSA 
Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To 
find contact information for your local 
office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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