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U.S Drought Monitor Now Searchable by 
Tribal Area 
Every Thursday morning, the U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM) 
provides the latest snapshot of evolving drought conditions across 
the United States and its territories. Now, USDM users can also 
search for drought conditions for tribal areas across the country. 

When you visit the Drought Monitor and search the USDM’s 
numerous data and mapping products, “Tribal Areas” now appears 
in the dropdown menu of area types. Users can then view drought 
data or maps for 323 tribal areas. As with other defined territories, 
information and maps of the tribal areas can be cross-referenced 
with data from more than 20 years of USDM maps. For example, 
the searchable tools allow you to quickly find the highest 
percentage of exceptional drought that’s been recorded on the 
Wind River Reservation during the USDM’s history (28.3% in 
January of 2003), graphs that show what percentage of the Navajo 
Nation is currently experiencing exceptional (D4) to extreme (D3) 
drought (95%, with 64% in D4) and much more. 
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Tribal areas are currently represented in the USDM’s map archive, 
data tables and time series products. The USDM change maps, 
which provide a week-to-week picture of where conditions improved 
or grew worse, will soon be available by tribal areas as well. 

Drought monitor data is used to determine eligibility to certain 
USDA drought assistance programs like the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP). 

The Drought Monitor is produced jointly by the National Drought 
Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the USDA. 

 
USDA Extends General Signup for 
Conservation Reserve Program 
The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
General Signup period, which had previously been announced as 
ending on Feb. 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept offers as it 
takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate 
ways to increase enrollment. Under the previous Administration, 
incentives and rental payment rates were reduced resulting in an 
enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, 
administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides 
annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to 
conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before 
the General CRP Signup period ends, producers will have the 
opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of 
planned improvements to the program. 

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land 
for the first time or re-enroll land under existing contracts that will 
be expiring Sept. 30, 2021. All interested producers, including those 
on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to 
contact their local USDA Service Center for more information. 

 

 
USDA Announces Changes to Emergency Haying and 
Grazing Provisions 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced 
changes for emergency haying and grazing use of acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP). This includes changes outlined in the 2018 Farm Bill that streamlines the 
authorization process for farmers and ranchers. 

Drought conditions are tough for our livestock producers, but emergency haying and grazing use of 
Conservation Reserve Program acres provides temporary relief to these producers. Thanks to a 
streamlined authorization process, Idaho producers will be able to more quickly obtain emergency 
use approval to begin emergency haying or grazing of CRP acres. 
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Program Changes 

Previously emergency haying and grazing requests originated with FSA at the county level and 
required state and national level approval. Now approval will be based on drought severity as 
determined by the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

To date, two counties in Idaho have triggered eligibility for emergency haying and grazing on CRP 
acres. A list by state and map of eligible counties are updated weekly and available on FSA’s 
website. 

Producers located in a county that is designated as severe drought (D2) or greater on or after the 
last day of the primary nesting season are eligible for emergency haying and grazing on all eligible 
acres. Additionally, producers located in counties that were in a severe drought (D2) status any 
single week during the last eight weeks of the primary nesting season may also be eligible for 
emergency haying and grazing unless the FSA County Committee determines that forage 
conditions no longer warrant emergency haying and grazing. 

Counties that trigger for Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) payments based on the U.S. 
Drought Monitor may hay only certain practices on less than 50% of eligible contract acres. 
Producers should contact their local FSA county office for eligible CRP practices. 

Producers who don’t meet the drought monitor qualifications but have a 40% loss of forage 
production may also be eligible for emergency haying and grazing outside of the primary nesting 
season. 

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for 
agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. 
USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop 
insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure 
to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called 
Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which 
should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and 
vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, 
poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of 
grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides 
assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying 
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drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying 
and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant 
tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop 
insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses 
within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program 
application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather 
event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time 
and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist 
landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged 
farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by 
disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use 
these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, 
or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources 
through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term 
support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also 
be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, 
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance 
fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice 
of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. 
All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or 
require appointments because of the pandemic. 
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FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim 
financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. 
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective 
commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local 
FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to 
payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI 
exceeds $900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-
941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with 
commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Local USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting 
for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated 
the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses 
• Legumes 
• Brassicas and other broadleaves 
• Mixtures 
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If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the 
acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and 
the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date when the new 
operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer 
crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a 
legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change occurred to permit the 
revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. Failure to 
file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future 
program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage 
reporting deadline. 

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-578” to 
report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local 
FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) 
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of 
fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where 
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing 
season. 

For more information, contact your Local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect 
against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the 
earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of 
the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your Local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program for Farm Loan Borrowers 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous 
disaster areas who are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program. 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and relieves 
immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the portion of 
a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. 

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.  

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 
eligibility.  

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.  

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 
or before the final due date of the loan.  

For more information, contact your Local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers 
Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan applicants 

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the opportunity to 
enroll in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP is available to producers 
who grow noninsurable crops and is especially important to fruit, vegetable, and other specialty crop 
growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing 
and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP 
coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for FSA 
credit. 
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Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their 
fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted 
coverage include American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process. 

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmers. 
Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase coverage. To learn more, contact your 
Local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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