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State Executive Director Message

We appreciate the dedication of our County Committee members.
They meet monthly with their County Offices to provide local
content of what is happening in agriculture, and guidance to best
manage our programs and loans.

Active farmers and USDA program participants, in the Local
Administrative Area (LAA) towns having elections, will be getting
ballots soon by mail. Be sure to vote, and return your ballot, to
elect a representative to your County Committee!

The Market Facilitation Program is new to USDA. Be sure to
connect with your local county office if you have questions, to see if
you are eligible to enroll, and to do so by the January

deadline.

Clark Chapin, SED
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Dates to Keep in Mind

October 31 - Deadline to apply for Organic Certification Cost Share
Program (OCCSP)

November 5 - County Committee ballots mailed to eligible voters in
LAA towns where elections are taking place.

November 15 - Acreage Reporting and NAP Coverage Sign-Up
deadline for Perennial Forage Crops

November 15 - Connecticut Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, North
Haven, CT; 860-768-1100; www.cfba.org

November 20 - NAP Coverage Sign-Up deadline for Orchard
crops, strawberries, asparagus, cane berries, grapes - in counties
not covered by crop insurance.

December 1 - NAP Coverage Sign-Up deadline for maple sap and
honey.

Visit www.farmers.gov or call your local county office at:

e Hartford/Tolland: 860-902-5359 - Martha Dorsey, CED

e Litchfield/Fairfield: 860-618-4510 - Aimee Fusco, CED

e New Haven/Middlesex: 203-303-5528 - Teresa Peavey,
CED

e New London: 860-319-8070 - Sarah Kubik, CED

e Windham: 860-412-5269 - Alicia McCue, CED

USDA Market Facilitation Program

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy,
hog, sorghum, soybean, wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry producers. An
announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions provided
at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible commodities who have
been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued
once production is reported.

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MEP _Fact Sheet.

MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, wheat,
shelled almonds, and fresh sweet cherries capped per person or legal entity. MFP payments are
also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy and hog producers. Applicants must also have an
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average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000.
Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland
Conservation regulations.

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be completed at a
local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov

Organic Certification Cost Share Program

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per
certification scope. The application deadline for the 2018 program year is Oct. 31, 2018.

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments
and postage.

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms"
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage before Crop Sales
Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning,
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
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Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuariallnformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of expected production.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commaodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team is already working on operating loans for spring 2019 so it is important that
potential borrowers submit their requests early, so they can be timely processed. The farm loan
team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans
can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring
inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 to eligible

applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be used
for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other
needs associated with a farming operation. The farm loan team can provide more details on farm
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operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers and members
of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commaodities as loan collateral and
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures to store eligible
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage
structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to
$500,000 per loan.

Please call Carolyn Marlowe, Loan Specialist, at 860-319-8072 if you have questions about any of
the loans available through FSA.

Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender
Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

A streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and
urban producers, is available. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified
application process to help beginning, small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for
loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural
operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMDE2Ljk2Mjg0NjgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTAxNi45NjI4NDY4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjY5MjQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF3bi5waW5kZWxsQGN0LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1kYXduLnBpbmRlbGxAY3QudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&119&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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