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Sonny Perdue Sworn in as 31st U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue was sworn in as the 31st U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture by fellow Georgian and Associate Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court Clarence Thomas in a brief ceremony on April 25 at 
the Supreme Court building.   

Perdue grew up on a dairy and diversified row crop farm in Bonaire, 
Georgia. Being uniquely qualified as a former farmer, agribusiness 
man, veterinarian, state legislator and governor of Georgia, he has 
experienced the agriculture industry from every possible 
perspective throughout his life.  

As secretary, Perdue says he will champion the concerns of 
farmers, ranchers, foresters and producers, and will work tirelessly 
to solve the issues facing our farm families.   

Perdue’s policies as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture will be guided by 
four principles which will inform his decisions. First, he will 
maximize the ability of the men and women of America’s agriculture 
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and agribusiness sector to create jobs, to produce and sell the 
foods and fiber that feed and clothe the world, and to reap the 
earned reward of their labor. Second, he will prioritize customer 
service every day for American taxpayers and consumers. Third, as 
Americans expect a safe and secure food supply, USDA will 
continue to serve in the critical role of ensuring the food we put on 
the table to feed our families meets the strict safety standards 
we’ve established. And fourth, Perdue will always remember that 
America’s agricultural bounty comes directly from the land.    

For more information about Secretary Perdue, visit www.usda.gov.   

 
May Interest Rates 
                          Farm Operating - Direct 3.00%  

                          Farm Ownership: Direct 4.00%  

Farm Ownership: Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer 1.50%  

             Farm Storage Facility Loan (7 years) 2.150% 

 

 
Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins for America’s 
Farmers and Ranchers 
America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to strongly represent agriculture in 
their communities and industry by taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every 
five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS), the census, to be mailed at the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, 
ranches, and those who operate them. 

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production 
practices, income and expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture revealed that 
over three million farmers operated more than two million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. 
This was a four percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous census in 2007. 
However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling 
information and thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of responses to the 
Census of Agriculture. 

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of Agriculture in 2012 still have time 
to sign up to receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture report form by visiting www.agcensus.usda.gov 
and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any 
place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally 
would have been sold, during the census year (2017). 
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USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, 
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.   

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering 
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit 
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help 
with agricultural operation costs.  

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.    

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.  

 
USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic 
Farmers Create Conservation Buffers 
USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new 
conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.   

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or 
trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. 
In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract 
duration is between 10 and 15 years.   

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting 
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer 
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.  

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include:  

• The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55 
to 100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 
percent of expected production due to a natural disaster.   

• Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow 
needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and 
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deficiency payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible 
commodity.   

• A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders, 
including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork.   

• Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade 
storage facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and 
drying and handling equipment.  

• Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that 
can be provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent.   

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an 
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on 
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find 
your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Agriculture Meetings & Program Deadlines 
May 19th - Deadline to sign up for NRCS seasonal high tunnel, water conservation, solving water, 
air, and animal waste issues, reduce erosion, improve wildlife habitat and conservation. Contact 
your local NRCS office. https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ct/contact/local/ 

May 23rd - Connecticut Farm Bureau Young Farmers - Cushman Farm Tour, 5:00 pm, 343 
Lebanon Road, Franklin, CT 

May 29th - Memorial Day 

May 31st - Nursery Crop Reporting Deadline. Visit your local FSA office.  

June 5th - Growing and Using Hops; Opportunities for CT Farmers, 7 to 9 pm; Portland Senior 
Center, Contact Lower CT River Valley COG at 860-581-8554 

Info on Connecticut Agriculture and connecting with local Farmers Markets:  www.ct.gov/DOAG  

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.   

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.   

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.   

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.   
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Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.   

 
Nominations Open for the 2017 County Committee Elections 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, 
ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the County Committee election nomination 
process. Each county will be sending GovDelivery messages to highlight the areas in Connecticut 
that will be holding elections this year.  

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow 
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.  

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and 
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture.  If elected, members become part of a local decision 
making and farm program delivery process.   

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas 
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term.  One-third of the seats on these committees are 
open for election each year.  County committees may have one or more appointed advisors to 
further represent the local interests of underserved farmers and ranchers.  Underserved producers 
are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators 
who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives; 
persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also considered 
underserved.  

All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
service center by Aug. 1, 2017. For more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet:   Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member 
available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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