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Nominations Open for the 2021 County 
Committee Elections 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all 
farmers, ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the Alaska Northern and 
Southern County Committee election nomination process. 

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA 
and allow grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair 
and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members 
are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a 
local decision making and farm program delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative 
areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. 

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests 
of underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and 
other minority farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited 
resources. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2e68336


All nomination forms for the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by Aug. 2, 2021. For more information on FSA county committee 
elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office 
as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections or www.fsa.usda.gov/ak. 

This year, nominations and elections will be held in the following Alaska LAAs: 

Southern County LAA-1 

LAA -1 which Includes all of the following boroughs and census areas: Wade Hampton, 
Bethel, Dillingham, Bristol Bay, Lake & Peninsula, Aleutians East and West, Kodiak Island 
and the Kenai Peninsula Borough south of the Kasilof river (includes Homer and 
surrounding area). 

Northern County LAA-3 

LAA-3 which includes the area beginning at the SE corner of the Matsu Borough 
proceeding north to NW corner of SE Fairbanks Census area, east to line following 
Clearwater road intersecting AK Hwy, proceeding SE to AKGREAA line, south then SE 
following line to Canadian border, south following Canadian border to Chugach Mtn. 
Range, turning west following Chugach Mtn. west to SW corner of Matsu 
Borough.  (Includes Delta Junction, Glennallen, and Kenny Lake.) 

For more information about county committees, please contact the Northern County FSA 
office at 907-895-4242 and the Southern County FSA office at 907-761-7754 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/elections or www.fsa.usda.gov/ak. 

 

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage 
Reports 

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with the Northern or Southern County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for the Northern and Southern 
County Offices: 

May 31, 2021                            Nursery 

July 15, 2021                            All other spring planted crops, CRP, Perennial Forage 

For 2022 Crop Year 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fcounty-committee-elections%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620331942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XUschwSQ1IPqKr5U8SAjJWgs8642hzy8FJRKneIlNHs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FAlaska%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620341899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VJKb8Az0PmsmTNVFM1fj4Y%2BE6Grm%2FcnWZSe3PZa6wog%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fcounty-committee-elections%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620341899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9m32r4PVEI7%2Fa4a904lp8bG0GtL02h8cIF4Z94v2Gss%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FAlaska%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620351848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CLgqFqMF2RBmpOFy67Xk%2BdQPWThzgnJpb3Lnnv3WE0E%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


September 30, 2021                Value-loss crops and controlled environment crops   

                                                (except Nursery) 

December 15, 2021                   Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

January 2, 2022                         Honey 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and 
other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to 
limited visitors. Contact the Northern or Southern County FSA office to set up an in-person 
or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 

• Intended use of the crop. 

• Number of acres of the crop. 

• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 

• Planting date(s). 

• Planting pattern, when applicable. 

• Producer shares. 

• Irrigation practice(s). 

• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 

• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural 
disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as 
established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


More Information 

For questions, please contact the Northern County FSA office at 907-895-4242 ext 150 
and the Southern County FSA Office at 907-761-7754. 

 

USDA to Begin Payments for Producers 
Impacted by 2018 and 2019 Natural Disasters 

Producers to Receive Assistance through QLA and WHIP+   

More than $1 billion in payments will be released over the next several weeks starting 
June 15 for agricultural producers with approved applications for the Quality Loss 
Adjustment (QLA) Program and for producers who have already received payments 
through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+). These U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs provide disaster assistance to producers who 
suffered losses to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters. 

Producers weathered some significant natural disasters in 2018 and 2019, and USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) provided support for crop value and production losses 
through QLA and crop quantity losses through WHIP+. 

QLA Payments  

QLA provides assistance to crop and forage producers who suffered a quality loss due to 
qualifying natural disasters occurring in 2018 or 2019. FSA will begin issuing payments to 
producers on June 15.  FSA accepted applications from Jan. 6 to April 9, 2021.  Based on 
these QLA applications, producers will receive 100% of the calculated assistance under 
QLA. 

For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal 
entity may receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation 
(including a general partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by 
the number of persons and legal entities that comprise the ownership of the joint 
operation. A person or legal entity is ineligible for QLA payment if the person’s or legal 
entity’s average Adjusted Gross Income exceeds $900,000, unless at least 75% is derived 
from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities.  

Second WHIP+ Payments 

WHIP+ provides payments to producers to offset production losses due to hurricanes, 
wildfires, and other qualifying natural disasters that occurred in 2018 and 2019. WHIP+ 
covered losses of crops, trees, bushes and vines that occurred as a result of those 
disaster events. 

Producers who applied for and have received their first WHIP+ payment can expect to 
receive the second payment beginning in mid-June for eligible crop losses.  Due to budget 
constraints, producers received an initial WHIP+ payment for 2019 crop losses equal to 
50% of the calculated payment.  This second payment will be equal to 40% of the 
calculated payment for a total 90% WHIP+ program payment. This second round of 



WHIP+ payments are expected to exceed $700 million.  A third round of payments may be 
issued if sufficient funds become available.  Producers with 2018 crop losses have already 
been compensated at 100%. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers receiving QLA Program and WHIP+ payments are required to purchase 
federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage 
for the next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. If eligible, QLA 
participants may meet the insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm 
Revenue Protection coverage offered through USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

More Information 

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.  On farmers.gov, 
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options 
available for disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS 
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 

USDA Announces Dates for Conservation 
Reserve Program General and Grasslands 
Signups 

USDA has set a July 23 deadline for agricultural producers and landowners to apply for 
the CRP General signup 56 and will accept applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 
to August 20.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set a July 23, 2021, deadline for 
agricultural producers and landowners to apply for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept 
applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This year, USDA updated 
both signup options to provide greater incentives for producers and increase its 
conservation benefits, including reducing the impacts of climate change.   

Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual rental payments for land devoted 
to conservation purposes. 

“Bottom line, CRP now makes more financial sense for producers while also providing a 
bigger return on investment in terms of natural resource benefits. The General and 
Grasslands signups are part of a broader suite of tools available through CRP to integrate 
key conservation practices on our nation’s working lands.”   

General Signup 

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant 
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620351848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PdhPXiM6Bvde4ryvs%2BS1xC3YfM8i0WdGXIKEefGa86k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620351848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HjZh9kYUyqE8a0XTOssvXEM4aJeBaVVeCK7BeD72XjM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FInsurance-Plans%2FWhole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620361810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FKhZ9GrmybxP7vktIiObTFNXircBVHZbrRvMVe5rEZI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FInsurance-Plans%2FWhole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620361810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FKhZ9GrmybxP7vktIiObTFNXircBVHZbrRvMVe5rEZI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620361810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1FMSqJFAx3qZ8u921lowv2%2Frv0yAudLXASRJJiftykw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.  Lands enrolled in CRP also play a key role in 
mitigating impacts from climate change, and FSA has added a new Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive for practices that sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

FSA is also adding a one-time “inflationary” adjustment for payment rates, as well as 
having more flexibility on adjusting soil rental rates.   

FSA opened the General Signup in January 2021 and extended the original deadline to 
July 23, 2021, to enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the program.   

Grasslands Signup 

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, 
and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. 
Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides 
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and improves environmental quality.   

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per 
acre, as well as new National Grassland Priority Zones.  

How to Sign Up 

To enroll in the CRP General signup, producers and landowners should contact their local 
USDA Service Center by the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup, 
they should contact USDA by the August 20 deadline. While USDA offices may have 
limited visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with 
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To work with FSA, 
producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center. Contact 
information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator.  

More Information on CRP 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion 
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. 
The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December.   

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort 
to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and 
natural resources, including our soil, air and water. Through conservation practices, USDA 
aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income for farmers, 
ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these challenges will 
require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA 
stakeholders, including state, local, and tribal governments. 
 
USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-general-enrollment-signup_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620361810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=H0LkN6w9PFl6ZJlgwwVLNNv6lFkGXY278C5Tjcyz80I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-grasslands-signup_fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620371765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w33wcAqsEOb%2FXpvQC2FlaiSc53O7rWGIOlfk74fbLyc%3D&reserved=0
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit www.usda.gov. 

 

Understanding the U.S. Drought Monitor 

Are drought conditions affecting your agricultural operation? The U.S. Drought Monitor 
(USDM) is a resource producers can use to help determine how to best respond and react 
to a drought as it develops or lingers.  

The USDM is an online, weekly map showing the location, extent, and severity of drought 
across the United States. It categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of 
drought. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions for the week. 

The USDM provides producers with the latest information about drought conditions where 
they live, enabling producers to best respond and react to a drought as it develops or 
lingers. In some cases, the USDM may help a producer make specific decisions about 
their operation, such as reducing the stocking rate because forage is not growing. For 
others, it may provide a convenient big-picture snapshot of broader environmental 
conditions. 

The USDM incorporates varying data – rain, snow, temperature, streamflow, reservoir 
levels, soil moisture, and more – as well as first-hand information submitted from on-the-
ground sources such as photos, descriptions, and experiences. The levels of drought are 
connected to the frequency of occurrence across several different drought indicators. 
What makes the USDM unique is that it is not a strictly numeric product. The mapmakers 
rely on their judgment and a nationwide network of 450-plus experts to interpret conditions 
for each region. They synthesize their discussion and analysis into a single depiction of 
drought for the entire country. 

USDA uses the Drought Monitor to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought 
assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying 
or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres. Additionally, the Farm Service 
Agency uses the Drought Monitor to trigger and “fast track” Secretarial Disaster 
Designations which then provides producers impacted by drought access to emergency 
loans that can assist with credit needs. 

Learn more about the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

 

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for 
Underserved Groups and Beginning Farmers 

https://www.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620371765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oj13TqBW7CIYXyXwuXZQ1fesOhuuMzZ3IxKo%2Bsp%2FABA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620371765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oj13TqBW7CIYXyXwuXZQ1fesOhuuMzZ3IxKo%2Bsp%2FABA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2FAbout%2FWhatistheUSDM.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620381730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oErQKGg4GDU5r4zDpMCEPWJUXltjyqDuvJvFsfnG4vI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620381730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IxHVF70NkPwzuC9MPNZyNz9ZKuKeVuonQoFbosjxDQA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620381730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GT3w4LwFcDDB4STUegPWzJgOn64m%2FRentxj34duaVBc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d90eb4cd7f84d80235008d94224b075%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637613547620381730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GT3w4LwFcDDB4STUegPWzJgOn64m%2FRentxj34duaVBc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/disaster-planning-and-assistance/ask-expert-understanding-us-drought-monitor-qa-brian?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm 
ownership and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning 
farmers and ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected 
to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group 
without regard to their individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted 
underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit 
from a bank can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are 
made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who 
arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of 
principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural 
credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership 
loans and farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership 
loans, FSA offers Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the 
financing needs of small, beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. 
Microloans are available for both ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more 
about microloans, visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility 
requirements outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members 
must have operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or 
substantially participate in the operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and 
beginning farmer guidelines, please contact the Northern County FSA office at 907-895-
4242 and the Southern County FSA office at 907-761-7754 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training 
is required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the 
agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The 
purpose is to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to 
successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer 
become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency 
approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved 
vendors.   
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Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these 
meetings and/or events should contact the Northern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 
895-4242, ext. 150, Southern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 761-7754. 

Alaska State Farm Service Agency 

800 E. Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. 
Suite 216 

Palmer, AK 99645 

Phone: 907-761-7738 
Fax: 907-761-7789 

Northern County FSA Service Center 

PO Box 585 

Delta Junction, AK 99737 

Phone: 907-895-4242 ext. 150 

Fax: 855-711-9095 

Southern County FSA Service Center 

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. Ste 216 

Palmer, AK 99645 

Phone: 907-761-7754 

Fax: 907-761-7789 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak 

County Committee Meetings 

Northern Co TBA 

Southern Co August 10, 10 a.m. 

    

    

  

   

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency 
www.fsa.usda.gov  |  contact us 
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