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Alaska Service Centers Currently Closed 
to Visitors  

USDA Service Centers in Alaska are currently closed to visitors 
because of the pandemic, but Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) staff continue to 
work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital 
tools. 

Call your Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. You 
can find contact information at farmers.gov/service-locator. 
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Northern County Office  
PO Box 585  
Delta Junction, AK 99737 

County Executive Director/ 
Farm Loan Manager  
Lloyd Wilhelm  
907-895-4242 ext 150  
Fax: 855-711-9095  
Email:  
lloyd.wilhelm@usda.gov  

Southern County Office  
800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy.  
Ste 216 Palmer, AK 99645 

County Executive Director/ 
Farm Loan Manager  
Erin Sturdivant  
907-761-7754  
Fax: 907-761-7789  
Email:  
erin.sturdivant@usda.gov 

Hours Monday-Friday  
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Committee Meetings: 
Northern Co TBA  
Southern Co April  13, 10 am 

USDA Extends General Signup for 
Conservation Reserve Program 

The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
General Signup period, which had previously been announced as 
ending on Feb. 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept offers as it 
takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate 
ways to increase enrollment. Under the previous Administration, 
incentives and rental payment rates were reduced resulting in an 
enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, 
administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides 
annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to 
conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before 
the General CRP Signup period ends, producers will have the 
opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of 
planned improvements to the program. 

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land 
for the first time or re-enroll land under existing contracts that will 
be expiring Sept. 30, 2021. All interested producers, including those 
on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to 
contact their local USDA Service Center for more information. 

 

 

March 15 is Deadline to Make Elections and Complete 
Enrollment in 2021 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs 

Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021 crop year. 

Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021. 

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue 
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical 
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  
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2021 Elections and Enrollment 

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for 
the entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enrollment 
(signed contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on 
the farm and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract. 

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current 
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year. 

For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during 
those signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the 
farm.  

Web-Based Decision Tools 

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based 
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific 
to their respective farming operations. Tools include: 

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that offers farmers the 
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and 
PLC. 

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment 
yield updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the 
past should see their username and much of their farm data already available in the 
system. 

Crop Insurance Considerations 

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products offered by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA). Producers who elect and 
enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through 
their Approved Insurance Provider, but producers of covered commodities who elect ARC are 
ineligible for SCO on their planted acres. 

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by participating in ARC for the 
same crop, on the same acres. You may elect ECO regardless of your farm program election. 

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for 
the stacked income protection plan, or STAX, on their planted cotton acres. 

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in 
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC 
webpage 

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your 
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 
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USDA Extends Application Deadline for the Quality Loss 
Adjustment Program 

Signup extended to April 9, 2021 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline from March 5 to April 9 for 
agricultural producers to apply for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program because of recent 
winter storms and some clarifications to program rules. This program assists producers who 
suffered crop quality losses due to qualifying 2018 and 2019 natural disasters. 

The QLA program assists producers whose eligible crops suffered quality losses due to qualifying 
drought, excessive moisture, flooding, hurricanes, snowstorms, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic 
activity, or wildfires. 

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops, 
such as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, ornamental nursery, 
Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod. Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to livestock or that are 
in storage may be eligible. 

Assistance is available in counties that received a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or 
Secretarial Disaster Designation, or for drought, a county rated by the U.S. Drought monitor as 
having a D3 (extreme drought) or higher. Producers in counties that did not receive a qualifying 
declaration or designation may still apply but must also provide supporting documentation. 

FSA will issue payments once the application period ends. If the total amount of calculated QLA 
payments exceeds available program funding, payments will be prorated. 

More Information 

FSA began accepting applications on January 6 and has received more than 8,100 applications so 
far. 

To apply, contact your local USDA Service Center. Additional information is also available at 
farmers.gov/quality-loss. Producers can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 
877-508-8364. 

While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff 
continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To conduct 
business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. Additionally, more information related to 
USDA’s response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

Disaster Assistance Available for Alaska Farmers and 
Livestock Producers Impacted by Recent Winter Storms 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides technical and financial assistance to help 
Alaska farmers and livestock producers recover from damages brought on by winter storms Uri and  
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Viola. Agricultural producers are encouraged to contact their local USDA Service Center to learn 
about the programs available to help them recover from crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock 
losses. 

Disaster Assistance  

USDA encourages farmers and ranchers to contact the FSA county office at the local USDA Service 
Center to apply for eligible programs and to learn which documents, such as farm records, herd 
inventory, receipts and pictures of damages or losses should be provided to help expedite 
assistance. 

Producers who experience livestock deaths due to the winter storms may be eligible for the 
Livestock Indemnity Program. Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program provides eligible producers with compensation for feed and grazing 
losses. For LIP and ELAP, producers will need to file a notice of loss for livestock and grazing or 
feed losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. 

Additionally, eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers may be eligible for cost-share assistance 
through the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes or vines 
lost during the winter storms. This complements Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) or crop insurance coverage, which covers the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. For 
TAP, a program application must be filed within 90 days. 

FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed loans, including operating and emergency loans, 
to producers unable to secure commercial financing. Producers in counties with a primary or 
contiguous disaster designation may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans to help them 
recover from production and physical losses. Loans can help producers replace essential property, 
purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, cover family living expenses or refinance 
farm-related debts and other needs. 

Risk Management 

Producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or FSA’s NAP should report 
crop damage to their crop insurance agent or FSA office. If they have crop insurance, producers 
should report crop damage to their agent within 72 hours of damage discovery and follow up in 
writing within 15 days. For NAP covered crops, a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be filed within 15 
days of the loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported 
within 72 hours. 

Conservation 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist 
landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged 
farmland or forests. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) also offers programs to help in the 
recovery process. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) can help producers plan 
and implement conservation practices on farms, ranches and working forests impacted by natural 
disasters. Practices include List Here. 
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Assistance for Communities 

Additional NRCS programs include the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program, which 
provides assistance to local government sponsors with the cost of addressing watershed 
impairments or hazards such as debris removal and streambank stabilization. Sponsors must 
submit a formal request (via mail or email) to the state conservationist for assistance within 60 days 
of the natural disaster occurrence or 60 days from the date when access to the sites is possible. For 
more information, please contact Name, Title, at email address. 

More Information 

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine program or loan options. For 
assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop 
insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service 
Center. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that 
Fit Their Operation 

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information 
on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 
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About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, 
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. 
FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to 
$50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to 
finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. 
Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch 
for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The 
applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or 
ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 
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Applying for Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 

• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 
above 

• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 
and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The 
project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate 
supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes 
of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file 
to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by 
lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to 
form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form 
CCC-902. 

To update your records, you can find contact information at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings 
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant, 
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  
Contact Us  

STAY CONNECTED: 

    

     

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:  
Manage Preferences  |  Delete Profile  |  Help 

This email was sent to donna.kramer@usda.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: 
USDA Farm Service Agency · 1400 Independence Ave., S.W. · Washington, DC 20250 · 800-439-1420  
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