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Alaska FSA State Director News 

Fall is here, and the fairs are now over.  Now is the time to be 
planning for next year’s fair.  Ask, how can I participate?  Can I 
showcase my products that I sell at the fair?   

Our young friends in 4-H and FFA who are looking for a project 
animal must look far and wide to get good quality club calves, 
lambs and/or wiener pigs.  Good quality show animal stock can be 
difficult to come by.  I know several growers who have a few sows 
and their main purpose in having breeding stock is to provide 
project animals to youth.  I was able to attend the fairs in Delta, 
Ninilchik and Palmer this year and see who all had animals and talk 
to exhibitors and parents.  It takes lots of work by a few individuals 
to make these animal exhibits a success.  Compliments to all who 
do it.   

The FSA has a youth loan product to help 4-H and FFA members  
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finance their animal projects.  The program is underused by the 
youth in our agriculture industry.  Money can be used to buy a 
project animal, buy feed for the animal and at sale, the proceeds 
are used to pay back the loan.  Hopefully, the youth can participate 
in the 4-H Jr. Livestock auction in Ninilchik, Fairbanks, Delta or 
Palmer.  Livestock auction prices are usually higher at the fair than 
elsewhere due to the charitable nature of the very generous 
buyers.  A great heartfelt story came out of Palmer fair this year.   

Several years ago, my kids were participating in 4-H Jr. Livestock 
auction in Fairbanks and Palmer.  Next year I have a 
granddaughter who will likely raise a pig.  Her parents are looking 
forward to the opportunity and considering now, the marketing plan 
for next year.  My kids used their proceeds for truck driving school, 
mission service and university education.  Everyone has a story, 
recipient and buyer alike and it is heartwarming to know and learn 
each one.  I express my gratitude again to the buyers of project 
animals this year and years past.  See you at next year’s fair. 

 

Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and 
operate agricultural income-producing projects in connection with 4-
H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be 
planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth 
with practical business and educational experience. The maximum 
loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal 
resident alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  

 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  

 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a 
supervised program of work as outlined above  

 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 
operating the project under guidance and assistance from a 
project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend 
the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate 
supervision.  

 Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the 
application forms. 
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USDA Launches Trade Mitigation Programs 

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due 
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations.  Producers of certain commodities can now sign up 
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) will administer the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton, 
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers. An announcement about further payments will 
be made in the coming months, if warranted.  USDA is currently working to determine how to 
address market disruptions for producers of almonds and sweet cherries.  

The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and 
instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp.  MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, dairy, hog, 
sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign 
governments resulting in the loss of traditional exports.  Eligible producers should apply after 
harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP 
rate for a specific commodity.  A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA.  

Market Facilitation Program 

Commodity                Est. Initial Payment** Initial Payment Rate (in $1,000s) 

Cotton                         $0.06/lb.                                  $276,900 
Corn                            $0.01/bu.                                 $96,000 
Dairy (milk)                  $0.12/cwt.                                $127,400 
Pork (hogs)                 $8.00/head                              $290,300 
Soybeans                    $1.65/bu.                                 $3,629,700 
Sorghum                      $0.86/bu.                                 $156,800 
Wheat                          $0.14/bu.                                 $119,200 
Total                                                                           $4,696,300 

 **Initial payment rate on 50% of production  

MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, and wheat 
capped per person or legal entity.  MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy 
and hog producers. Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 
2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the 
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

For more further information or to locate and contact local FSA offices, interested producers can 
visit www.farmers.gov 
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Marketing Assistance Available for 2018 Barley and Wheat in 
Alaska 

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs).  

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for barley and wheat, as well as other 
commodities such as feed grains, soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, 
wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash 
flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time 
lows.  

A producer who is eligible to obtain an MAL, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such 
a payment is available.  

To be eligible for an MAL or an LDP, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commodity, in 
addition to other requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the 
commodity is maintained. For an LDP, the producer must retain beneficial interest in the commodity 
from the time of planting through the date the producer filed Form CCC-633EZ (page 1) in the FSA 
County Office. For more information, producers should contact their local FSA county office or view 
the LDP Fact Sheet. 

 

Livestock Inventory Records 

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary 
in the event of a natural disaster.   

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.   

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock 
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and 
receipts.  

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:   

 Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 

 Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.  
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Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.   

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be 
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 
days of the final harvest date.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent.  

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops.  

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Matanuska Susitna Borough Eligible for Emergency Loans 
Following Presidential Disaster Declaration M4391 

Matanuska Susitna Borough was declared a primary disaster due to flooding that took place 
between May 11th and 13th, 2018. Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary 
or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings 
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant, 
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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