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Alaska FSA State Director News 

The snow is mostly melted, and we look forward to seeing crops planted.  I 
recently used a probe to take soil samples for my garden and strawberry 
beds.  Soils were wet on top with frost beginning about 12 inches down.  With 
the correct amount and type of fertilizer, my garden should produce more 
food that is also more nutritious than prior years.  Here in Palmer, we had an 
early spring in the making a week ago, but clouds and rain have slowed 
spring from arriving.  Garden planting will likely be later than last year.  

Cattle slaughter numbers are up in the state and that is good news for 
everyone in the industry.  The more cattle there are, the more hay and grain 
that is fed and more acres in production.  The State Division of Agriculture 
has a $5.00 challenge to purchase AK grown food products each week to 
feed your family during the summer and fall months.  Production must 
increase across the state, so there is enough product for sale.  There is 
reason for optimism throughout the Agriculture industry that benefits all of us.  
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Much of the Agriculture news is about what is in or changes to the 2018 farm 
bill.  Time will tell once the bill is passed by both houses and signed by the 
President what is the new legislation.  Be assured here at Farm Service 
Agency, we will be ready to help you participate in whatever programs we are 
charged to administer.  We will have our county office trained right away and 
move quickly to serve.   

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or 
continue in agriculture production. Loans are available for operating purposes 
and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches. While all qualified producers 
are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority 
funding for underserved applicants. An underserved applicant is one of a 
group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender 
prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without 
regard to his or her individual qualities. For purposes of this program, 
underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders. If 
producers or their spouses believe they would qualify as underserved, they 
should contact their local FSA office for details. FSA loans are only available 
to applicants who meet all eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere.  

 

 

Payment Limitation by Program 
The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received annually, directly or 
indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program for 2014 through 2018.  

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.  

Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.  

Conservation Programs 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited to $50,000. CRP 
contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to payment limitation rules in effect on the 
date of contract approval.  

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. The Emergency 
Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster event.  
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Payments to Deceased Producers 

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all program conditions for 
the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of death.   

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of precedence of the 
representatives of the producer:  

 administrator or executor of the estate 

 the surviving spouse 

 surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 

 surviving father and mother 

 surviving brothers and sisters 

 heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form FSA-325, 
to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and determine that the application, 
contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline 
for such form, by the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the participant who is 
deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to submit the form to 
compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.  

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program participant’s tax 
identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed by the 
deceased.   

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program benefits that may be 
due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared incompetent.  

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade 
storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities 
include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, 
pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold 
storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), 
eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). 
Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.    

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to 
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations 
supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.  



 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local 
FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 

Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety 
net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.   

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by signing a contract 
each program year.   

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance 
from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price or 
revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections in previous years must still 
enroll during the 2018 enrollment period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers 
when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley, 
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry 
peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, 
sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details 
regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Livestock Inventory Records 

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary in the event of a 
natural disaster.   

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered excessive livestock 
death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.   

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide verifiable documentation 
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must 
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should 
maintain documentation and receipts.  

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:  

 Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 

 Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.  
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FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and ranchers 
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, 
and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment 
and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to 
$50,000.   

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 percent of 
the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being purchased, 
provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint 
Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.  

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to 
finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants 
are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 
10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation 
in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.   

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your 
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings and/or events should 
contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant, Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or 
Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-
8642 (Relay voice users). 
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