
June 2016 

 

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

Alaska State FSA Newsletter 
 

 Alaska FSA State Director News - USDA Provides Funds to Geographically Disadvantaged 
Agricultural Producers Announces Enrollment for 2016 

 FSA County Committee Nomination Period in the Northern and Southern County Offices 
Now Open 

 USDA's Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture & Forestry 

 Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 

 USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved Groups and Beginning 
Farmers 

 USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 

 Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends Aug. 1 

 USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property  

 

Alaska State Farm Service 
Agency 

800 W Evergreen, Ste 216 
Palmer, AK 99645  
www.fsa.usda.gov/ak  

State Executive Director 
Danny Consenstein 
907-761-7738   
Cell: 907-841-4890 
Email: 
danny.consenstein@ak.usda.gov 

Northern County Office 
PO Box 585 
Delta Junction, AK 99737  

County Executive 
Director/Farm Loan Officer 

Alaska FSA State Director News - USDA 
Provides Funds to Geographically 
Disadvantaged Agricultural Producers 
Announces Enrollment for 2016 

Program helps offset transportation costs for farmers and 
ranchers outside the contiguous U.S.  

USDA will issue payments to agricultural producers enrolled in 
the Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program 
(RTCP) for fiscal year 2015. USDA will provide $1.9 million 
nationally to help offset transportation costs for geographically 
disadvantaged producers.  

The 2014 Farm Bill reauthorized the program, which allows 
farmers and ranchers in Alaska, Hawaii and insular areas 
including the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American  
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Samoa, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Republic 
of Palau and the Virgin Islands of the United States to recover 
transportation costs.  

Payments are calculated based on the costs incurred for 
transportation of the agricultural commodity or inputs, subject to 
an $8,000 limit per producer per federal fiscal year. The 
payments began on June 10, 2016.  

Enrollment for fiscal year 2016 will begin on July 18, 2016, and 
end on Sept. 9, 2016.  Applicants must submit their application 
to their administrative county FSA Office by Sept. 9, 2016.  
Applicants will have until Nov. 2, 2016, to provide supporting 
documentation.  Payments for fiscal year 2016 will be made 
once all supporting documentation has been reviewed and 
approved.  

For more information on RTCP, farmers and ranchers in the 
eligible areas can visit their FSA county office or the FSA 
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ak  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

 

FSA County Committee Nomination Period in the Northern 
and Southern County Offices Now Open 
The nomination period for the Northern and Southern FSA county committee began on June 15, 
2016. Nomination forms must be postmarked or received in the Northern and Southern County FSA 
Office by close of business on Aug. 1, 2016.  

County Committees are unique to FSA and allow producers to have a voice on federal farm 
program implementation at the local level.   

To be eligible to serve on the FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in an 
agency administered program, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the 
Local Administrative Area (LAA) where they are nominated. All producers, including women, 
minority and beginning farmers and ranchers are encouraged to participate in the nomination and 
election process.  
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This year, nominations and elections will be held in the following LAAs:  

Northern County LAA-1 

LAA-1 Includes the area that encompasses the following areas: North Slope, Northwest 
Arctic,Yukon-Koyukuk and Nome Census areas, as well as the Denali and Fairbanks North Star 
Borough. 

Southern County LAA -2 

LAA-2 Includes the municipality of Anchorage, Valdez/Cordova Census area south of Chugach 
Mtns. Kenai Peninsula Borough north of Kasilof River. 

Producers may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Organizations representing minority 
and women farmers and ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a nominee, eligible 
individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and more information about county committee 
elections is available online at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.   

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are responsible for making 
decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as other 
important federal farm program issues. County committees consist of three to 11 members.  

FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7. Ballots are due back in the 
Northern and Southern County Office by mail or in person no later than Dec. 5, 2016. All newly 
elected county committee members and alternates will take office January 1, 2017.    

For more information about county committees, please contact the Northern County FSA office at 
907-895-4242 and the Southern County FSA office at 907-761-7754 or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 

USDA's Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture & 
Forestry 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a comprehensive and detailed approach to support 
farmers, ranchers, and forest land owners in their response to address the causes of climate 
change in April 2015. The framework consists of 10 building blocks that span a range of 
technologies and practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase carbon storage, and 
generate clean renewable energy through mitigation.   

USDA’s strategy focuses on climate-smart practices designed for working production systems that 
provide multiple economic and environmental benefits in addition to supporting resilience to extreme 
weather, reduced emissions and increased carbon storage.   

Through this comprehensive set of voluntary programs and initiatives spanning its programs, USDA 
expects to reduce net emissions and enhance carbon sequestration by over 120 million metric 
tons of CO2 equivalent (MMTCO2e) per year – about 2% of economy-wide net greenhouse 
emissions – by 2025. That’s the equivalent of taking 25 million cars off the road, or offsetting the 
emissions produced by powering nearly 11 million homes last year.    
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For more information on the Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry click the 
following link:   http://www.usda.gov/documents/climate-smart-fact-sheet.pdf . For additional 
information on ways to consider greenhouse gases when managing land, refer to the USDA Climate 
Hub webpage: http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 

 

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports will 
begin on August 1, 2016.  

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax 
or letter.  

 

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.   

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.   

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.   
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To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation.   

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.  

 

USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop 
Reporting 

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once  

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.    

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs.  

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time.  

Since 2009, USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural 
producers, who have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for 
multiple locations.  In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these 
reports, down from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives 
believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they 
approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.   

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to 
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The 
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the 
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.    

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.   

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data.  To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends 
Aug. 1 

Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.   

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage.  

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below 
the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.  

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property  

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely 
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers 
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as 
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans 
have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  
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This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to 
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to 
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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