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Welcome and Introductions

Kim Graham, Assistant Deputy Administrator for 
Farm Programs, FSA

Aaron Lauster, Conservation Planning Branch 
Chief, NRCS

Patty Roberts, National Program Specialist, FSA

Joy Alspach, Natural Resource Specialist, FSA

Kristin Dickinson, District Conservationist, NRCS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Grassland CRP Signup 204 information and outreach session for partners.  The purpose of this webinar is to provide partners with information on the grassland CRP program according to current policy.  This meeting will be recorded.  Please try to hold your questions for the end of the call.  We will be monitoring the chat for questions, and we will have a question-and-answer session at the end.I would like to first start by introducing Kim Graham, Assistant Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs for the Farm Service Agency who is going to kick off our meeting.  Now we will hear from Aaron Lauster who is the Conservation Planning Branch Chief for NRCS.  Then we have a team listed here that will go through the slides and provide some information of grassland CRP.   
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Topics to be covered
• Common CRP Policies
• Differences from General CRP
• Land eligibility
• Additional Expectations
• Grassland CRP Practice CP88 
• Signup Offer Process
• Ranking Process
• Conservation Planning Process
• Cost-share Policy
• Rental Rates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this meeting is to provide information on the Grassland CRP program to partners such as yourself and to participants.  FSA is appreciative of the role that partners play in disseminating information to producers and promoting the CRP program.  We are going to discuss numerous topics.  The goal of this meeting is to provide a rather in-depth look at the Grassland CRP program from start to finish. Topics we are going to cover include:Recent Changes to the Grassland CRP ProgramCommon CRP Policies, such as ownership requirementsDifferences from General CRPLand eligibilityGrassland CRP Practice, CP88Signup Offer ProcessRanking Process, which is similar to generalConservation Planning ProcessCost-share PolicyRental RatesPatty is going to go through the basic eligibility and common CRP policies.
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Common CRP Policies applicable 
• Person Eligibility 
• Payment Limitations 
• AGI provisions
• Landlord Tenant 

Provisions  
• Land ownership 12-

month requirement
• Contact local county 

office for more 
information

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grassland CRP is under the same rules as regular CRP so most of the non land eligibility requirements are the same such as:Person EligibilityPayment limitationAGI provisions Landlord Tenant provisionsLand ownership requirementsThese are all the same for Grassland CRP.  Now I am going to turn it over to Patty Roberts National Program Specialist and she is going to cover some of the basic eligibility requirements.
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Person Eligibility
Eligible participants can include:

• individual • trust - revocable
• general partnership • State and local government
• joint venture • churches, charities, and non-profit
• corporation organizations • limited liability company 
• public school • limited partnership 
• BIA/Indian rep by BIA            • limited liability partnership
• trust – irrevocable • limited liability partnership 
• estate • Indian tribal venture
• individual operating a small business         

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Program payments and benefits are limited to:• persons• legal entitiesJoint Operations - Program payments and benefits are limited by the total number of persons and legal entities that are first level ownership members multiplied times the dollar amount of the limitation of the program.Each legal entity that submits a contract for a program or an application for payment must provide COC the name, address, and TIN of each person and embedded legal entity that holds or acquires any interest, directly or indirectly, in the entity-earning payment. This information will be recorded on Forms CCC-901 or CCC-902E as applicable. States, local government, political subdivisions, and agencies thereof, are no longer eligible for payments, except for certain ARCPLC payments earned on State-owned land that is used to support public schools.
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Land Ownership Requirement
Eligibility Criteria for Owners

An owner is eligible to offer land for enrollment in CRP 
if the owner meets 1 of the following requirements:

• owned the land for 12 months before the close of 
signup for general and grassland CRP offers

• acquired the land by will or succession as a result of 
death

Note:  Some options for ownership waivers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An owner is eligible to offer land for enrollment in CRP if the owner meets 1 of the following requirements:         • owned the land for 12 months before the close of signup for general and grassland CRP offersacquired the land by will or succession as a result of death• acquired the land under circumstances other than for placement in CRP, as determined by DAFP.   Note:  Some options for ownership waiversException: Owners of land under expiring CRP-1 may reoffer such land for enrollment regardless of the length of ownership if all other eligibility requirements are met.We will not go into details on this, please see 2-CRP Par 126B
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Operator Eligibility

Eligibility Criteria for Operators

An operator is eligible to offer land for enrollment in 
CRP when the operator has operated the land for 12 
months.

Must provide documentation that control of the land 
will continue uninterrupted for life of the contract prior 
to the end of signup to be eligible.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An operator is eligible to offer land for enrollment in CRP when the operator meets all of the following requirements:operated the land for 12 months before the close of current of signup for general CRP and grassland CRPprovides satisfactory evidence, as determined by COC, that control of the land will continue uninterrupted for the CRP-1 period.Note: Satisfactory evidence may include any of the following:statement signed by the ownerwritten lease for the appropriate time periodowner’s signature on CRP-1All documentation must be provided prior to the end of signup for an operator to be eligible.
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Payment Limitations
The maximum annual payment limitation 
that an eligible person or entity can receive 
under CRP is $50,000 per FY based on the 
FY the payment is earned.

Payment Limitation for Grassland CRP 
(includes any general and continuous CRP 
annual rental payments).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The maximum annual payment limitation for CRP is $50,000 per FY based on the FY the payment is earned.Payment Limitation for Grassland CRP (includes any general and continuous CRP annual rental payments).There is no payment limit for cost share payments.
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Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
Provisions

Certify that the average adjusted gross 
income of the individual or legal entity 
is less than $900,000
Certification at approval is for the life 
of the contract

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to be eligible for payment, producers are required to certify that the average adjusted gross income of the individual or legal entity is less than $900,000 and consent to disclosure of tax information.The average AGI determination will be based on the 3 taxable years preceding the most immediately preceding complete and the taxable year for which the contract or agreement is approvedCertification at approval is for the life of the contractSuccessors to contract must certify AGI for the rules in affect at the time of contract approval.  
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Landlord Tenant Provisions
Landlords must:

• provide tenants, who have an interest in the 
acreage being offered at the time of signup, 
an opportunity to  participate in CRP

• Not reduce the number of tenants on the 
farm as a result of or in anticipation of 
enrollment in CRP

Tenant must provide a written document 
relinquishing their rights.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are provisions that state the Landlords must:• provide tenants, who have an interest in the acreage being offered at the time of signup, an opportunity to  participate in CRP• Not reduce the number of tenants on the farm as a result of or in anticipation of enrollment in CRPTenant must provide a written document relinquishing their rights.Turn back over to Joy
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Differences from the General CRP
• Is a production-based program or Working Lands 

Program
• No cropping history requirements for grassland 

CRP
• Haying and/or grazing or harvesting for seed 

production is allowed subject to an approved 
Conservation Plan 

• Cost share for fencing and livestock water 
development may be available, if there is a  
resource concern as determined by NRCS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One common misconception is that grassland CRP is like general and continuous CRP.  However, there are some big differences.  There are several provisions of CRP that do not apply to Grassland CRP:For example, Grassland CRP is a production-based program or a working lands program meaning that the participant can do haying and grazing practices if they follow an approved Conservation Plan. There are No cropping history requirements for grassland CRP.   Haying and/or grazing or harvesting for seed production is allowed subject to the Conservation Plan (with some restriction during the Primary Nesting Season).   FSA will pay for interior fencing and livestock water development within the limits of CRP.  This must be based on a resource concern as determined by NRCS or the TSP.Grassland CRP Contracts do not have “Required Management Items (MCM)” as there is with general CRP however the participants are required to maintain the grass and keep it free of noxious, invasive species, and trees.
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Participant Expectations

• Must maintain cover and keep free of 
noxious and invasive species.

• Do not cultivate land under grassland CRP
• Do not develop land (housing or oil and gas 

production activity.)
• Selling property under Grassland CRP can 

result in repayment penalties if the new 
owner fails to succeed to the grassland 
CRP contract.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s a good practice to inform FSA of any activities outside of the normal cultural practices for haying and grazing of grassland. The agency expects that the participant will maintain the cover.  Expects that the participant will not cultivate land under grassland CRP, and that the participant will not develop the land.  An example of development means building a house or housing developments or oil and gas activities.  These acres are not considered grassland and must be removed from the contract. An important point to remember, selling the property under Grassland CRP can result in termination of the contract and standard payment reductions if the new owner fails to succeed to the grassland CRP contract.  We will look at an example of this later in the presentation.  That is not to say it can’t be done, a participant can still build a house or do these oil and gas activities, but those acres must be removed, and refunds paid.  
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Participant Expectation (continued)

• Report the acreage annually to the 
local FSA office.

• Follow an approved Conservation 
Plan

• Report any ownership or operator 
changes to FSA.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Participants will need to report the acreage annually to FSA, they will be required follow an approved conservation plan, and report any changes to ownership or operators to FSA.  Good communication between the participant and FSA is important.
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Examples of Noncompliance

• Not maintaining the grass according 
to the approved Conservation Plan

• Not keeping the acreage under 
Grassland CRP contract free of 
noxious and invasive species

• Converting the ground to cropland 
or development

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What happens if a participant doesn’t follow through with the contract terms?  Here are some examples of noncompliance which could result in a participant contract being terminated and repayment and standard payment reductions being applied.Not maintaining the grass according to the approved Conservation PlanNot keeping the acreage under Grassland CRP contract free of noxious and invasive speciesConverting the ground to cropland or development
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Consequences for Non-Compliance

• Termination - repayment of any Annual 
Rental Payments Received

• Repayment of any cost share
• Plus 25% liquidated damages

OR

• Standard Payment Reduction, which may 
apply if the COC determined good faith

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Consequences for Non-Compliance might include termination of the contract acreage, this may require repayment of any annual rental payments received on the terminated acres, plus repayment of any cost share received, plus 25% liquidated damages.  In some instances, the COC may determine good faith, and, in these situations, the standard payment reduction may apply.



Farm Service Agency 3/29/202216

Example for partial termination for removal 
of 5 acres from the contract.  

Jim builds a house and barns on 5 acres 
under a grassland CRP contract.  He is in 
the 5th year of his CRP contract.  He did not 
receive any cost share payments.

In this example FSA would request a refund 
of all payments made on those 5 acres, plus 
liquidated damages. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I provide an example on this slide for a partial termination of grassland CRP for removal of 5 acres from the contract.  Jim builds a house and barns on 5 acres under Grassland CRP Contract.  He is in the 5th year of his CRP contract.  He did not receive any cost share. In this example FSA would request a refund of all payments made on those 5 acres, plus liquidated damages. Had he received cost share on any of those five acres he would have been required to repay that money as well.
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5 acres removed x $13 per acre per 
year = $65
$65 per year at 5 years = $325 total 
annual rental payments received

Liquidated damages = number of acres 
removed 5 x 25 percent x $13 the annual 
rental rate = $16.25

Total repayment = $341.25 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at what he could be required to pay back in our example:5 acres were removed x the $13 per acre per year which is the annual rental rate for an acre = for a total of $65per year.  He has received 5 years of payments times $65 for a total of $325 received in annual rental payments.In our example Jim will also have to pay liquidated damages which is equal to the number of acres removed, in this case 5 times 25 percent times $13, the annual rental rate for a total of $16.25.  Add this to his total annual rental payment received and we get a total amount due of $341.25. 
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Eligible Land
Eligible land is rangeland and pastureland 
for which grazing is the predominant use.
(tree canopy cannot exceed 5%)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Switching gears, what is eligible land?  Eligible land is rangeland and pastureland for which grazing is the predominant use and where the tree canopy does not exceed 5%.
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Ineligible Land
• Forestland
• Woodland

Exception: if forested 
pasture has less than 
5% tree canopy 
interspersed 

• Land under a EQIP or 
CSP Contract

• Land under easement 
that protects the land 
from conversion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ineligible land includes Forestland, as trees are an ineligible cover.  Woodland cover would not be eligible except if the 5 percent tree canopy is interspersed.Land under EQIP or CSP contract is not eligible. Land under an easement that protects the land from conversion is not eligible.Once the EQIP or CSP have expired then it is eligible for offer in Grassland CRP.
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Grassland CRP Practice CP88
Grassland practice CP88 will 
allow for:
• common grazing practices 

including maintenance and 
necessary cultural practices, 
on the land in a manner that 
is consistent with 
maintaining the viability of 
grassland, forb, and shrub 
species appropriate to that 
locality.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grassland CRP allows for common grazing practices including maintenance and necessary cultural practices on the land which is consistent with maintaining the viability of the grassland.  Participants will be required to follow a Conservation Plan to maintain the grass cover. 
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Grassland practices CP88 (Continued)
• Haying, mowing, or harvesting 

for seed production, subject to 
appropriate restrictions during 
the nesting season

• Maintaining existing vegetative 
cover of introduced grasses or 
legumes on eligible grassland

• Suitable to be hayed or grazed 
(some restrictions during the 
Primary Nesting Season may 
apply)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unlike regular CRP haying, mowing, or harvesting for seed production, subject to appropriate restrictions during the Primary Nesting season.Restrictions for the primary nesting season will include not haying during this time.  The PNS is different for each state and for information related to the PNS contract the local office.Grassland allows for the maintenance of existing vegetative cover and allows for haying and grazing on suitable land.
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Grassland practices CP88 (Continued)

• Fire pre-
suppression, fire-
related 
rehabilitation, and 
construction of fire 
breaks. 

• Grazing-related 
activities, such as 
fencing and 
livestock watering

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Prescribed burning is an excellent cost-efficient tool for maintaining native rangeland and controlling woody species.  The grassland program allow for:Fire pre-suppression, fire-related rehabilitation, and construction of fire breaks activities.and allows for Grazing related activities, such as cross fencing and livestock watering.
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Grassland practice CP88 (Continued)

Cost-share eligibility
• Promote common grazing activities
• Prevent degradation of environmental 

benefits from recurring (what does this 
mean)

• Be included and required in 
conservation plan

• Maintained for life of the contract (10 or 
15 years)

• Prevent breaking of native sod

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some Cost share may be eligible under the Grassland CRP program and these items will need to:Promote common grazing activities such as rotational grazingPrevent degradation of environmental benefitsMust be included in the Conservation Plan(CPO)Be maintained for the life of the contract (10 or 15 years)Prevent the breaking of native sod.
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Contract Duration and Program Year 

The Contract 
Period is 10 or 15 
years.

Effective date will 
be the 10/01/2022 
for Signup 204

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Effective date will be the 10/01/2022 for Signup 204.Producers can receive additional ranking points for the longer 15-year term.
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Grassland CRP Offer Process
Grassland CRP Fact Sheet
Fact Sheets (usda.gov)
•Conservation Reserve Program - Grasslands 
Working Lands
•Conservation Reserve Program – Grasslands 
Ranking Factors

County Office shall explain program details, such as:

• The ranking process
• Land eligibility
• Payment rate
• National ranking and selection process
• Available cost share practices and C/S rates
• COC determinations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Offers are taken at the local county office during the signup period. The participant can ask for copies of the fact sheets and the county office should explain the program requirements.  Additional information is located on the FSA CRP Grassland Web Page and will be updated before the beginning of signup.The county office should discuss land eligibility with the participant… an example of this would be, only land with less than 5% tree canopy is eligible.The county office will show the participant the Grassland CRP Rental rate for the county.  These should already be posted in the county office once the signup starts.County office will explain what Cost Share may be available and the rates for that Cost Share.  It is important that producers understands that any cost share must be based on a resource concern, and it not automatically approved if the offer is accepted.FSA should discuss how the ranking process works. - The offer will be ranking based on the grasses the producer tell us exist on the offer but will be verified by NRCS or TSP and could change the ranking if NRCS or TSP verifies otherwise.The participant should receive a copy of the CRP Appendix and the county office should be able to answer any questions related to the appendix.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/fact-sheets/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/fsa_crpgrasslands_workinglandsfactsheet_21.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/202106_fsa_crp_grasslands_203_ranking_factors_3.pdf
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Grassland CRP Offer Process

• Participant denotes 
offered acres to FSA 
staff

• County Office will 
verify producer 
eligibility for the 
offered acres FSA 
shall determine land 
eligibility

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After explaining the program provisions and requirements if the producer wants to make an offer the participant denote the offered acres to FSA staffand then FSA will verify person and land eligibility.
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Grassland CRP Offer Process

• Delineate acres to be offered
• Measurement services to determine 

acres to be offered, if applicable
• Upload and Rank Offer
• County Office will provide producer with 

copies of ranking sheet, contract, 
Conservation Reserve Program 
Worksheet

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FSA will take the producers offer and process it, then provide the producer with a copy of the ranking sheet showing total points and acres offered.  Be sure to review the offered acres, maps, and participants on the offer to ensure the information is correct.  Believe it or not sometime producers fail tell the county office up front of land ownership changes and then offers must be redone.
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Grassland CRP Offer Process

Certification form CRP-2G-1 for 
small scale livestock can be found 
at the USDA forms website at: 
https://intranet.fsa.usda.gov/dam/ffasform
s/currentforms.asp

Note:  Only 1 signature is required 
to submit an eligible offer

Owner and/or operator sign completed contract, 
Conservation Reserve Program Worksheet, and Small 
Livestock Operation Certification (if applicable) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Owner and/or operator will sign the completed contract, Conservation Reserve Program Worksheet, and Small Livestock Operation Certification (if applicable).  These signature requirements are consistent with regular CRP. Note that only 1 signature is required to submit an eligible offer during the signup period, but all owners and operators must sign before contract approval.

https://intranet.fsa.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/currentforms.asp
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Grassland CRP Offer Process

• Offer submitted for ranking
• Secretary determines ranking point cutoff
• County Office notifies participant of accepted and 

rejected offers
• Participants with accepted offers will work with 

NRCS or Technical Service Provider to obtain 
approved Conservation Plan

• Before approval, All signatures required on 
contract and Conservation Plan are required

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The offer is submitted for ranking and once the deadline is past the offers are reviewed and then the Secretary determines ranking point cutoff.  The cutoff information and accepted and rejected offers are communicated to the state and county offices.  Once this information is received the County Office notifies participant of the accepted and rejected offers.  If the offer is accepted (and all owners have signed the contract) the Participants will work with NRCS or Technical Service Provider to obtain approved Conservation Plan.Now I am going to turn the slides over to Kristin Dickinson, District Conservationist for NRCS, who is going to go over the NRCS planning portion.
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Items a Producer can expect with the 
Conservation Planning Process

Conservation Plan-
Includes the requirements to implement and 
maintain a prescribed grazing (grazing) and/ 
(haying)or forage harvest management practice.  

Cover management plan -
Guide to help participants in maintaining cover 
and treat resource concern

Additional Implementation Requirements -
as needed for engineering or vegetative practices

NRCS Planning Guidance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Grasslands CRP participant will work with NRCS to develop a Conservation Plan.  This conservation plan consists of 3 major parts:1.  Conservation Plan – this outlines what conservation practices are expected to be implemented and a timeline to do so.2.  Some sort of specific cover management plan.  This will generally be a grazing plan but may also be a haying plan or a wildlife management plan.  This plan will provide details of what the participant must do to maintain the cover and treat identified resource concerns.3.  The final piece is additional implementation requirements (formerly known as job sheets).  These documents provide very specific details for engineering designs, construction plans, or vegetative manipulation guides.   
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Conservation Planning for Grassland 
CRP

Grassland CRP participants must follow a 
conservation plan.
• The conservation plan will include conservation 

practices that protect health of the grassland 
plant community, soil, and water resources.

• Prescribed grazing will be the primary practice 
when participants are managing the contract 
acres for grazing.

• Forage harvest management or haying is
allowed.

• Other practices, as applicable
• Specific details of the grazing, haying or 

wildlife plans will vary from state to state.

NRCS Planning Guidance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The primary piece of the conservation plan will either be a prescribed grazing plan, if the primary use will be grazing, or a forage harvest management plan, if the primary use will be haying.  These plans will be developed by NRCS or a TSP, in consultation with the participant, and be tailored to specific goals and objectives of the participant.  They will also ensure all activities implemented on land enrolled will protect the identified resource concerns and will maintain the cover enrolled.
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Conservation Planning for Grassland 
CRP (continued)
• Working lands program, but active 

haying and grazing is not required
• May be managed as wildlife habitat 

or idle land when the objective of 
the participant.

• Local Conservation Planner will 
develop the Conservation Plan 
based on site specific conditions and 
local standards and specifications.

NRCS Planning Guidance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grassland CRP is a working lands program but haying or grazing is not required.  The participant may choose to just manage the cover as wildlife habitat.  Every conservation plan developed will be site specific and based on local standards and specifications.
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Meet with participant in the 
field:

• Verify the cover meets 
the offered points

• Complete inventories
 Forage/resource 

inventory
 Discuss livestock 

inventory with 
participant

 Infrastructure 
inventory

Approved Offers
NRCS Planning Guidance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If the Grasslands CRP offer is approved the participant will meet with NRCS in the field to develop the conservation plan.  There are some very specific tasks that need to be accomplished:NRCS or a technical service provider will verify the cover meets the offered points.They will also complete various inventories which will include forage and resource inventories.  NRCS will discuss the livestock inventory with participant and do an infrastructure inventory.  The will identify what fences and watering facilities the participant may have that are already in place and evaluate if any additional practices will need to be installed to fully implement the conservation plan.
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• NRCS will explain the issue 
with the participant

• Document the findings in 
writing

• Gather GPS points, if 
applicable

• Provide information to FSA:
 Proof of notification to the 

participant
 Shapefiles, if applicable
 Maps and other 

information

If the cover isn’t what was offered…

NRCS Planning Guidance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If the cover isn’t what was offered, then NRCS will document their finding in the field explain this to the participant and provide this information to FSA for reprocessing the offer.
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• Develop the applicable 
management plan(s)
• Prescribed grazing plan 

(528)
• Forage harvest 

management plan (511)
• Use exclusion plan (472)
• Wildlife plan (645 or 

other)
• Complete environmental 

evaluation and identify 
any required permits

• Prepare maps
• Prepare construction 
specifications, if applicable

• Communicate that with 
the participant
• Ensure it meets 

program requirements
• Ensure it addresses 

identified resource 
concerns

• Ensure it meets 
participant’s goals and 
objectives

• Applicable State 
requirements during 
the primary nesting 
season

Conservation plan development

NRCS Planning Guidance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NRCS or TSP will develop the conservation plan.  All applicable conservation practices needed to manage the cover will be included.  These practices may include one or more of the following: Prescribed grazing plan, forage harvest management plan, use exclusion plan, or a wildlife plan.  An environmental review will be conducted and any required permits will be identified.The conservation planner also will prepare plan maps and any construction designs and specifications for facilitating practices needed to fully implement the conservation plan. Then it is the responsibility of the planner to communicate with the participant to ensure the plan meets program requirements,  addresses identified resource concerns, ensure it meets the participant’s goals and objectives and considers applicable state requirements during the primary nesting season.
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Cost-share Policy - authorized
Permanent fence 
Ponds/wells/spring 
developments/ pipelines and 
water facilities
Fuel break
Livestock trails and walkways
Prescribed burning
Based on a Resource Concern as 
Determined by NRCS or TSP

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks Kristin.Part of the planning process is to convey any needs to NRCS with respect to conservation structures such as cross fencing and livestock water.  NRCS will determine if there is a need at then FSA can assist in cost sharing on those needs.  Cost share will be authorized if needed on:Permanent internal fence such as cross fencingWater facilitiesFuel breaksPrescribed burningCost share items will be based on an NRCS or technical service provider determined resource concern and must meet NRCS standards and specifications.  That means if the participant received cost share the participant must work with NRCS or technical service providers to get any engineering designs or specifications and ensure practices cost shared on meet those specifications.  Building fences or conservation structures such as ponds and watering facilities ahead of NRCS or TSP guidance and approval will result on lack of cost share assistance to the participant. 
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Cost-share policy (continued)

• Conservation planners will consider 
the most effective and cost-efficient 
alternatives when including cost 
shared practices in the grazing 
system.  

• All cost shared practices must be 
included in the conservation plan.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Conservation planners will consider the most effective and cost-efficient alternatives when including cost shared practices in the grazing system.  Any cost share item will be the minimum needed to address the resource concern.  What this means is even if the participant wants to build a fence using all pipe, cost share will only pay for the standard 4 wire barbed wire fence.  All cost shared practices must be included in the conservation plan.  
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Status Reviews
After initial planning phase NRCS may visit the 
property to do a status review:

This may occur:

• At completion of any cost share practice to certify 
practice meets NRCS standards and specifications

• before the last 2 years of expiration
• As a result, from a possible concern (examples:  

over grazing, development, cropping, oil field 
activity etc.)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After initial planning phase NRCS may visit the property to do a status review:This may occur:At completion of any cost share practice to certify practice meets NRCS standards and specifications and then before the last 2 years of contract expiration.Or as a result, from a possible concern (examples:  over grazing, development, cropping, oil field activity etc.)FSA may periodically do spot checks as well.



Farm Service Agency 3/29/202239

Assurance for producers making 
offers
Producers can back out of the offer up until 
the point they sign the NRCS or TSP 
Conservation Plan without any penalty.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There may still be some concern or apprehension about making an offer because the conservation planning requirements are not necessarily clear until NRCS completed the conservation plan and discusses the plan with the participant.  For this reason, the participant can back out of the offer up until the point they sign the NRCS or TSP Conservation Plan without any consequences.   
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Grassland CRP Rental Rates

• Reflect the market rental value for land 
suitable for Grassland CRP

• Rates are based on 75% of the updated 
NASS pastureland rental rates. 

• New in last signup includes a Climate-
Smart Incentive Rate of 5% for practice 
CP88.

• Compensates participants to protect the 
land from conversion to cropland and 
development.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grassland CRP Rental Rates Reflect the market rental value for land suitable for Grassland CRP.  These Rates are based on 75% of the updated National Ag Statistics Service pastureland rental rates.  New in the last signup the rental rate includes a Climate-Smart Incentive Rate of 5% for grassland CRP. The minimum rental rate for Grassland CRP is $13 per acre.  Counties included in the Grassland CRP National Priority Zones received an additional $5 which is already included in the rental rate. The grassland rental rate is to assist in compensating the participant for following a conservation plan, to maintain the property free of noxious and invasive species, and to keep it in grass and protect it from conversion to cropland or development or other non-grassland related activities.
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Grassland CRP Rental Rates

Insert new map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide gives an overview of the Grassland CRP rental rates for the US.  The rates include the 5% Climate Smart Practice Incentive and the additional $5 for the counties in the Grassland CRP National Priority Zones.
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Grassland CRP Ranking Criteria
Grassland CRP uses a national ranking 
process

F1 + F2 + F3 + F4 + F5 + F6 + F7= National 
Grassland Ranking Factors Score

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s do a quick overview of the Grassland CRP national ranking process.  The ranking factor score is the sum of F1 + F2 + F3 + F4 + F5 + F6 +F7.



Farm Service Agency 3/29/202243

Grassland Ranking Factors
F1 Current and future use (30 points)
F2 Beginning Farmer/Rancher, Veteran or  

Underserved Producer (20 points)
F3 Maximizing grassland preservation (35 

points)
F4 Vegetative cover (30 points)
F5 Environmental factors (45 points)
F6 Small Scale Livestock Operation (20 points)
F7 Cost (25 points)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For signup 204 the grassland ranking factor are as shown on this slide.  On the following slides we are going to discuss these:They are:F1 Current and future use (30 points)F2 Beginning Farmer/Rancher, Veteran or Underserved Producer (20 points)F3 Maximizing grassland Preservation (35 points)F4 Vegetative Cover (30 points)F5 Environmental factors (45 points)F6 Small Scale Livestock Operation (10 Points)F7 Cost (25 points)
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F1 - Current and future use 
F1a + F1b = F1 (0-30 Points)

F1a – up to 20 points if more than 50% of offer is 
expiring CRP this will be prorated if less than 50% 
(0 to 20) 

F1b - 10 points if more than 50% of offer is 
expiring CP2 or CP10’s (0 or 10)

These factors (F1a + F1b) are additive 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
F1 the current and future use factor includes two subfactors for a total score of no more that 30 points:F1a which awards up to 20 points if 50 percent or more of the offer is expiring CRP.  This will be prorated if less than 50 percent of the acreage is expiring CRP.F1b which awards 10 points if over 50% of the offer is expiring desirable practices as determined by FSA. These Factors are Additive�
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Expiring CRP– Greater than 50%  of 
Offer– F1 Factor
Margo has an 
operation and is 
offering: 

•60 acres Expiring 
CRP that was CP25
•40 acres existing 
grass

For an offer total of 
100 acres. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s look at an example of Expiring CRP that is greater than 50%.  In this example Margo has an operation and is offering 100 acres of which 60 are expiring CRP which has a CP25 Cover and 40 acres of existing grass.CP25 is a practice that targets wildlife habitat for threatened and endangered species.  There are several of these practices that FSA has determined are desirable practices to transition into the grassland CRP program.  
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Expiring CRP – Greater than 50 
percent of Offer - F1 Factor
Margo offers 60 acres of expiring CRP where 
the cover was CP25 and 40 acres of existing
grass
Expiring CRP points = 20 points 
(over 50% of offer is expiring
CRP)

20pts

CP25 Expiring Cover points = 10
points (over 50% of offer is CP25)

10pts

Total Points 30 pts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s go back to our example.  Margo will receive the full 20 points for her expiring acres because over 50% of the offer is expiring CRP.  Then she receive an additional 10 points because the offer cover of the expiring CRP was CP25.  The total points awarded for F1 for margo is 30 points.
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Expiring CRP – Less than 50 percent 
of Offer - F1 Factor

Jim offers 30 acres of expiring CRP 
where the cover was CP1 and 70 acres
of existing grass
Expiring CRP points = 12 points
(points are prorated because less
than 50% of offer is expiring CRP)

30 (offered expiring acres) / 50 (50 %
of 100 acres) = .60 (prorated percent) 
x 20 total points for the subfactor =
12 pts

12 pts
70 Acres 
Existing 

Grass 
Cover

30 Acres 
Expiring 

CRP –
CP1 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let’s look at example where the points are prorated.  In this example Jim has an operation  and is offering 100 acres of  which 30 are expiring CRP which  had CP1 Cover (introduced grass species) and 70 acres of  Existing Grass. Jim receives the  prorated points of 12 because  the expiring acres for the offer  are less than 50%. To calculate  this, we will take the 30 acres offered  divided it by 50 (this is half the offered acres) which equates  .60 then multiple by the total points of 20 (the total available point) to get  the points earned of 12.
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F2 - Beginning Farmer/Rancher,
Underserved, Veteran Producer (0-20
Points)
• Beginning 

Farmer/Rancher, 
Underserved, Veteran
Producer

F2 - At least 50% of the 
producers on offer meet 
and certify to 1 of the 
following definitions for
Beginning, Veteran, or 
Underserved on a CCC-860
(0 or 20)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For F2 a producer will receive 20 points if at least 50 percent of the producers on the offer meet and certify to one of the following definitions for Beginning,  Veteran, or Underserved on a  CCC-860.
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F2 – Definition of Beginning 
Farmer/Rancher

• A beginning farmer or rancher means a person or legal  
entity for which both of the following are true for the 
farmer or rancher:

– has not actively operated and managed a farm or ranch 
for  more than 10 years

– materially and substantially participates in the operation

• For a legal entity, to be considered a beginning farmer or  
rancher, all members must be related by marriage, all 
members must be beginning farmers or ranchers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A beginning farmer or rancher means  a person or legal entity for which  both of the following are true for  the farmer or rancher: has not  actively operated and managed a  farm or ranch for more than 10 years materially and substantially participates  in the operation For a legal entity, to be considered  a beginning farmer or rancher, all  members must be related by  marriage, all members must be  beginning farmers or ranchers
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F2 – Definition of Underserved
(Socially Disadvantaged)
Socially Disadvantaged farmer or rancher a farmer  or 
rancher who is a member of a socially disadvantaged  group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as members of a 
group without regard to their individual qualities:

– American Indians or Alaskan Natives
– Asians or Asian Americans
– Blacks or African Americans
– Hispanics or Hispanic Americans
– Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders
– Women

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Socially Disadvantaged farmer or  rancher means a farmer or rancher who  is a member of a socially  disadvantaged group whose  members have been subjected to  racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice  because of their identity as  members of a group without  regard to their individual  qualities. Socially disadvantaged  groups include the following and  no others unless approved in  writing by the Deputy  Administrator: American Indians  or Alaskan NativesAsians or Asian Americans  Blacks or African Americans  Hispanics or Hispanic AmericansNative Hawaiians or other Pacific  Islanders WomenNote Women are included as SDA  in the Grassland CRP but not  General or Continuous CRP.
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F2 – CRP Definition of Veterans
Veteran Farmer or Rancher means a farmer or 
rancher who served in the active military, naval, or 
air service, and who was discharged or released 
from the service under conditions other than
dishonorable and who:

•has not actively operated and managed a farm
or ranch for more than 10 years

•materially and substantially participates in 
the operation

Note: Same requirements as a beginning farmer
or rancher.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is the definition used for Veteran  Farmer or Rancher.Note that Veteran must also be a  Beginning Farmer or Rancher in order to  receive points.
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F3 – Maximizing Grassland Preservation (0-
35 points)

F3a - if eligible land is at the greatest risk from 
the threat of conversion to uses other than 
grassland (0, 2.5, 5, 7.5, or 10 points).

F3b - if over 50 percent of offer is in the national 
threat of conversion GIS layer (0 or 20 points).

F3c - if the offer is for a 15-year contract (0 or 5
points).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moving on to the next ranking factor of F3.  F3 is determined by adding the scoring of F3a + F3b + F3c.  F3a - if eligible land is at the greatest risk from the threat of conversion to uses other than grassland (0, 2.5, 5, 7.5, or 10 points).F3b –will award point if over 50 percent of offer is in the national threat of conversion GIS layer (0 or 20 points).  F3c – awards point if the offer is for a 15-year contract (0 or 5 points).
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F3a – Greatest Risk from Threat of 
Conversion (0 - 10 points)
Eligible land at the greatest 
risk for the threat of 
conversion to uses other than 
grassland.  If over 50% of 
offer is physically located in a 
county subject to conversion 
of grasslands to development 
or annual production 
cropland as determined by 
DAFP.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The F3a factor provides points for those counties under the greatest threat of conversion from grass to cropland or development.  The offers in the county will receive either 0, 2.5, 5, 7.5, or 10 points. The points for this factor takes into account the threat by using the total amount of grassland in a county, the urban threat, among other factors.  A map is included on the next slides.
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F3 – Greatest Risk from Threat of Conversion 
(0-10 points)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a map showing the F3a Greatest Risk from Threat of Conversion point values by county.   This map is also available on the Grassland CRP Webpage which I will provide links to at the end of this presentation.
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F3b – National Threat of Conversion GIS 
layer (0 – 20 points)
For this factor, the system 
will assign up to 20 points if 
over 50 percent of the 
offered acreage is within the 
national threat of conversion 
GIS layer (0 or 20 points) 
under threat of conversion 
as determined by DAFP. 
This factor provides 
additional points for land 
with less than 3% slopes, 
which are more likely to be 
converted to cropland or 
development.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the F3b factor, the system will assign up to 20 points if over 50 percent of the offered acreage is within the national threat of conversion GIS layer (0 or 20 points) under threat of conversion as determined by DAFP.  This factor provides additional points for land with less than 3% slopes, which are more likely to be converted to cropland or development. 
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F3c – If Offer is a 15-year Contract

National Ranking Factor F3c 
assigns an additional 5 points 
for Longer Contract Length.
A 15-year contract will receive
5 points, a 10 Year contract 
will receive 0 additional
points. (0 or 5 points)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
National Ranking Factor F3c assigns  an additional 5 points for Longer  Contract Length. A 15-year contract will receive 5 points, whereas a 10 Year contract will  receive 0 additional points for  this factor.
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F4 - Vegetative cover (0-30 Points)

•0 – 30 points determined by the grass 
cover that is already established

•Sum of the weighted average scores 
from the table on the next slide

•Round to the nearest hundredth
using the normal rounding rules

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The F4 factor uses the current grass  cover to determine the point value. The offer uses a weighted average of the present grass cover using the scores in the  table on the next slide, rounded to the nearest hundredth. 
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F4 – Supports a Multi-Species Grass Stand

Practice CP88
Assigned
Point 
Score

CP88 Permanent Introduced Grasses and Legumes 1/

Monoculture stand. 5
Existing stand of 2 or more species of an introduced grass
species.

10

Existing stand (minimum of 4 species) of at least 3 
introduced grasses and at least 1 forb or legume species 
best suited for wildlife in the area.

20

CP88 Permanent Native Grasses, Forbs, or Legumes 1/

Monoculture stand. 10
Existing stand (minimum of 3 species) or at least 2 native
grass species.

20

Existing stand (minimum of 5 species) of at least 3 native
grasses.

30

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each cover type is awarded points as shown on this slide.  These are sometime prorated based on cover type for field that contains several types of cover.  Because a diverse stand of native grass is the premier cover it receives the most points.  
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Example F4

Margo is offering:
• 50 acres of an existing grass cover consisting 

of 3 introduced grasses and 1 legume
• 50 acres expiring CRP with a permanent 

introduced grass cover of a monoculture
• 20 acres expiring CRP with a permanent 

introduced grass cover existing cover of 2 or 
more species

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of how the cover points can be prorated.Margo is offering:50 acres of an existing grass cover consisting of 3 introduced grasses and 1  legume50 acres expiring CRP with a permanent introduced grass cover of a monoculture20 acres expiring CRP with a permanent  introduced grass cover existing cover of 2  or more species
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Example F4Continued

50 acres X 20 points = 1000 points
50 acres X 5 points = 250 points
20 acres X 10 points = 200 points

1000 + 250 + 200 = 1450 points/ 120 acres =
12.08 - F4 points

Practice Acres Points Total

CP88 50 20 1000

CP88 50 5 250

CP88 20 10 200
Total 120 acres 1450

points

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For this factor the participant tells FSA the cover that is there, once accepted that will be verified by NRCS or TSP.  If the cover does not meet what was offered, the offer will need to be reranked to reflect the corrected points. If the offer then falls below the Nation Cutoff score, then the offer is no longer  accepted, and the participant must be sent a rejected letter and provided appeal rights.Margo will receive 12.08 points in this example for F4.  The acres are prorated based on the cover type points times the acre to get a total points for each specific cover type.  Each separate cover type points are totaled and then the total points are divided by the total number of acres to arrive at the final score of 12.08.
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F5 - Environmental Factors (0 to 45 points)

• F5a - Over 50% of offer is in the current State
CRP general signup Wildlife Zones (0 or 15
points)

• F5b - Over 50% of the offer is in the State 
Grassland CRP zone (0 or 15 points)

• F5c – Over 50% of the offer is in the Grassland 
CRP National Grassland Priority Zone (0 or 15
points)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The F5 factor is determined by the addition of F5a, F5b, and F5c.  F5a – Awards points if Over 50% of offer is in the  current State CRP general signup Wildlife Zones (0 or 15 points)F5b – Awards points if Over 50% of offer is in the  current State grassland CRP priority Zones (0 or 15 points)F5c –Awards points if Over 50% of the offer is in the Grassland CRP National Grassland  Priority Zone (0 or 15 points)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shown here is a map of the state CRP wildlife priority zones, F5a which awards points if Over 50% of offer is in the current State CRP general signup Wildlife Zones
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F5b – State Priority Grassland 
Zone – 5 Points 
States submit geographic areas (whole 
counties) 

Whole county
Species of Concern
Specific habitat restoration

CEPD Approval
Greater than 50% of offer in Area

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
F5B , the State Priority Grassland Zones were submitted by the State office with designating the following:Whole countiesSpecies of concernSpecific habitat restorationThe zones were subject to National Office approval and were used if 50% or more of the offer was located in the zone.These state areas are determined in conjunction with the State Technical Committees. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shown here is a map of the F5b State Grassland CRP Zones by county which awards points if Over 50% of offer is in the current State grassland CRP priority Zones.
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F5c – Grassland 
CRP National 
Priority Zones

Seven additional 
Grassland CRP 
National Priority 
Zones in Signup 204

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
F5c – Awards points if the offer is located in one of the Grassland CRP National Priority Zones��In signup 204 Seven additional counties were added on the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridors area.  
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F6- Small-Scale Livestock Operation 

F6 – If the producer certifies that they are 
eligible for the small-scale livestock option 
on CRP2G-1 (0 or 10 Points)

• Less than 140 animal units
• Less than 200 acres

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The F6 Factor awards additional points for participants who certify as a small-scale livestock operation.  If the producer certifies that they are eligible for the small-scale livestock option on CRP2G-1 They will be awarded an additional 10 points.  Small livestock operation is 140 animal units and less than 200 acres per farm.  Producers are required to sign and complete a CRP2G-1 certifying to small scale in order to receive points.
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CRP 2G-1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of the Small Livestock Operation Certification
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F7 – Cost Factors (0 to 25 points)

F7 = Not to exceed 25 points where:

F7 if the offer is less than maximum 
payment rate (0 to 25 points)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The last factor we will look at is F7.  F7 looks at the cost factor and point for F7.  F7 will not exceed 25 points:F7 will use the current method used for general CRP to calculate the points allowed not to exceed 25 points, which is shown in the next slide then we will look at an example.  
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F7– Cost Factors (0 to 25 points)

F7 points will be 
awarded for whole 
percent below the 
maximum payment 
rate, based on the 
following. 
Percentage values 
are reduced to a 
whole number.

Percent Below Maximum 
Payment Rate

F7 Point

1 2

2 4

3 6

4 8

5 10

6 12

7 14

8 16

9 18

10 20

11 21

12 22

13 23

14 24

>15 25

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
F7 points will be awarded for whole percent below the maximum payment rate, based on the following. Percentage values are reduced to a whole number.  On the right is a table to show the points awarded for each percent below the maximum payment rate.  This is one area the participant can make the offer more competitive. 
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F7 Example

The maximum payment rate for an offer is 
$15 per acre.  The producer offers a per acre 
rental rate of $13.25.  The offer is 11.67 
percent below the maximum payment rate. 
The participant in this example will receive 
21 points for F7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The maximum payment rate for an offer is $15 per acre.  The producer offers a per acre rental rate of $13.25.  The offer is 11.67 percent below the maximum payment rate, rounded down. The participant in this example will receive 21 points for F7
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Grassland CRP Threat of Conversion Map, 
Grassland CRP National Priority Zone Map, and 
State Priority Zone Maps are located as links on the 
CRP Web Page under each factor as shown below

Program Information, Maps, and Ranking 
Factors Location

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/conservation-programs/conservation-
reserve-program/crp-grasslands-signup-ranking-
factors/index

CRP Grasslands Signup 204 Ranking Factors (usda.gov)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Program information, applicable maps you will see in this presentation including the Grassland CRP Threat of Conversion Map, Grassland CRP National Priority Zone Map, State Priority Zone Map, and the Grassland CRP Rental Rates are located as links on the CRP Web Page under each factor as shown in this slide.  I have also included a link in the slide and the web address.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-grasslands-signup-ranking-factors/index
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• Attend and be active in the local NRCS 
State Technical Committee  

• Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) 

• Questions for Concerns should be directed 
to the Conservation Division or Deputy 
Administrator

How to get involved?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How do you get involved?Attend and be active in the local NRCS State Technical Committee specifically for State priority zones which start at the state committee levelPotentially through CREP agreements, they are a great opportunity for partners to get involvedquestions for concerns should be directed to the Conservation Division or Deputy Administrator
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Questions???
Joy Alspach 
joy.alspach@usda.gov
Patty Roberts
patty.roberts@usda.gov

mailto:joy.alspach@usda.gov
mailto:patty.Roberts@usda.gov
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Webinar Recording and Slides will be 
available FSA Outreach's Webinar page:

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/outreach-and-
education/webinars/index

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/webinars/index
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